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God spoke face to face with Adam before 
sin

And they heard the voice of the LORD God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of 
the garden. {Gen 3:8}
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God spoke face to face with Adam before 
sin

Adam, in his innocence, had enjoyed open 
communion with his Maker; but sin brought 
separation between God and man, and the 
atonement of Christ alone could span the abyss 
and make possible the communication of blessing 
or salvation from heaven to earth. Man was still 
cut off from direct approach to his Creator, but 
God would communicate with him through Christ 
and angels. {PP 67.2}

atonement
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Atonement

Webster: 

1. Agreement; concord; reconciliation, after 
enmity or controversy.
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Justification = Atonement = 
Reconciliation

 [9] Much more then, being now justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.

 [10] For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
life.

 [11] And not only so, but we also joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
now received the atonement. (Romans 5:9-11)
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Instantaneous and Universal 
Justification

The world has been committed to Christ, and 
through Him has come every blessing from God to 
the fallen race. He was the Redeemer before as 
after His incarnation. As soon as there was sin, 
there was a Saviour. He has given light and life to 
all, and according to the measure of light given, 
each is to be judged. (Desire of Ages p. 210 par. 
2)
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Entire Human Race Benefits from the 
Atonement 

“... he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust.” (Matthew 5:45)
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The Three Atonements

Thy way, O God, [is] in the sanctuary: who 
[is so] great a God as [our] God?

Psalms 77:13
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Sanctuary Services Foreshadowed 
Heavenly Things

Hebrews 8:5 “Who serve unto the example and 
shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was 
admonished of God when he was about to make 
the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, [that] thou make 
all things according to the pattern shewed to thee 
in the mount.”
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Three places in the Sanctuary, God 
meets with man after the entrance of 

sin. Three places of reconciliation

1. Courtyard 

 - Ex 29:42

2. Holy Place

 - Ex 28:28, 29

 - Ex 30:36

3. Most Holy

 - Ex 25:22
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Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

1. Courtyard – Earth 

  “This shall be a continual burnt offering 
throughout your generations at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD: 
where I will meet you, to speak there unto thee.” 
(Ex 29:42)
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Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

2. Holy Place – Heaven

 “And thou shalt beat some of it very small, and 
put of it before the testimony in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, where I will meet with thee: it 
shall be unto you most holy.” (Ex 30:36)
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Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

3. Most Holy – 

 “And there I will meet with thee, and I will 
commune with thee from above the mercy seat, 
from between the two cherubims which are upon 
the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will 
give thee in commandment unto the children of 
Israel.” (Ex 25:22 AV)
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 2. Sin Offering – Atonement in Holy Place
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2. Holy Place Atonement – Sin Offering
And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance, 
... 28 Or if his sin, which he hath sinned, come to his 
knowledge: then he shall bring his offering, ... 29 And he 
shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay 
the sin offering in the place of the burnt offering. ... 35 And 
he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat of the lamb is 
taken away from the sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the 
priest shall burn them upon the altar, according to the 
offerings made by fire unto the LORD: and the priest shall 
make an atonement for his sin that he hath committed, and it 
shall be forgiven him. (Leviticus 4:27-29, 35)
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2. Holy Place Atonement – Sin Offering

Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is 
the law of the sin offering: In the place where the 
burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be 
killed before the LORD: it is most holy. 26 The 
priest that offereth it for sin shall eat it: in the holy 
place shall it be eaten, in the court of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. (Leviticus 6:25-26, 
see also Leviticus 6:9-13)
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2. Holy Place Atonement – Sin Offering
And the priest that is anointed shall take of the bullock’s blood, 
and bring it to the tabernacle of the congregation: 6 And the 
priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood 
seven times before the LORD, before the vail of the sanctuary. 
7 And the priest shall put some of the blood upon the horns of 
the altar of sweet incense before the LORD, which is in the 
tabernacle of the congregation; and shall pour all the blood of 
the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, 
which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 8 
And he shall take off from it all the fat ... 10 … and the priest 
shall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering. (Leviticus 
4:3-10)
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Sin Offering Makes Atonement in the 
Sanctuary

1)Priest eats a portion

2)Priest brings its blood into the Holy Place

“Both ceremonies alike symbolized the transfer of 
the sin from the penitent to the sanctuary.” 
(Patriarchs and Prophets p. 354 par. 2)
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Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

2. Holy Place - Heaven

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his 
own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. (Hebrews 
9:12) 

“For Christ is not entered into the holy places 
made with hands, which are the figures of the 
true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us:” (Heb 9:24 AV)
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Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

2. Holy Place – Heaven

“And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of 
Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his 
heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a 
memorial before the LORD continually.” (Ex 28:29)

 “And thou shalt beat some of it very small, and put 
of it before the testimony in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, where I will meet with thee: it shall 
be unto you most holy.” (Ex 30:36)
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Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

Jeremiah 17:1 “The sin of Judah [is] written with a 
pen of iron, [and] with the point of a diamond: [it is] 
graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the 
horns of your altars;”

“A person may have property and intellect, and yet 
be valueless, because the glowing fire of goodness 
has never burned upon the altar of his heart, 
because his conscience has been seared, 
blackened, and crisped with selfishness and sin. ...” 
2T 305 par. 2
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3. Most Holy Place Atonement

Desire of Ages p. 341 par. 1 “... His Spirit will 
develop in man all that will ennoble the character 
and dignify the nature. ... He has called us "to the 
obtaining of the glory"--character--"of our Lord 
Jesus Christ;" has called us to be "conformed to 
the image of His Son." 2 Thessalonians 2:14; 
Romans 8:29.
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The palm branch in their hands is a symbol of 
their triumph, the white robe an emblem of the 
spotless righteousness of Christ which now is 
theirs.  {GC 665.2}  
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Altar was Cleansed
Sins Blotted Out

And he shall go out unto the altar that is before 
the LORD, and make an atonement for it; and 
shall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the 
blood of the goat, and put it upon the horns of the 
altar round about. (Leviticus 16:18)
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Three places God Meets with us after 
Sin.
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3. Most Holy Place Atonement

“Had not Jacob previously repented of his sin in 
obtaining the birthright by fraud, God would not 
have heard his prayer and mercifully preserved 
his life. So, in the time of trouble, if the people of 
God had unconfessed sins to appear before them 
while tortured with fear and anguish, they would 
be overwhelmed; despair would cut off their faith, ”

Great Controversy p. 620 par. 1
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3. Most Holy Place Atonement

 and they could not have confidence to plead with 
God for deliverance. But while they have a deep 
sense of their unworthiness, they have no 
concealed wrongs to reveal. Their sins have gone 
beforehand to judgment and have been blotted 
out, and they cannot bring them to remembrance.”

Great Controversy p. 620 par. 1 
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1872 Fundamental Principle

XVIII.  That the time of the cleansing of the 
sanctuary (see proposition X), synchronizing with the 
time of the proclamation of the third message, is a 
time of investigative judgment, first, with reference to 
the dead, and at the close of probation with reference 
to the living, to determine who of the myriads now 
sleeping in the dust of the earth are worthy of a part 
in the first resurrection, and who of its living 
multitudes are worthy of translation—points which 
must be determined before the Lord appears. 
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Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

3. Most Holy – Will result in personal 
reconciliation

 “And there I will meet with thee, and I will 
commune with thee from above the mercy seat, 
from between the two cherubims which are upon 
the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will 
give thee in commandment unto the children of 
Israel.” (Ex 25:22 AV)
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Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

3. Most Holy
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Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

3.  Most Holy - Will result in personal 
reconciliation

For on that day shall [the priest] make an 
atonement for you, to cleanse you, [that] ye may 
be clean from all your sins before the LORD. 
(Leviticus 16:30)



32The Three Atonements

Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

1. Courtyard – Earth  

 And the word that was spoken to Jesus at the 
Jordan, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased," embraces humanity. God spoke to Jesus as 
our representative. With all our sins and weaknesses, 
we are not cast aside as worthless. "He hath made us 
accepted in the Beloved." Ephesians 1:6. The glory that 
rested upon Christ is a pledge of the love of God for us. 
It tells us of the power of prayer,--how the human voice 
may reach the ear of God, and our petitions find 
acceptance in the courts of heaven. {DA 113.1}  )
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 1. The Burnt Offering Makes 
Atonement (in Courtyard)

“And he shall put his hand upon the head 
of the burnt offering; and it shall be 
accepted for him to make atonement for 
him. And he shall kill the bullock before the 
LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall 
bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood 
round about upon the altar that is by the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation.” 
Leviticus 1:4-5
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Three places God meets with us after 
sin.

1. Courtyard - Earth

 By sin, earth was cut off from heaven, and 
alienated from its communion; but Jesus has 
connected it again with the sphere of glory. His love 
has encircled man, and reached the highest heaven. 
The light which fell from the open portals upon the 
head of our Saviour will fall upon us as we pray for 
help to resist temptation. The voice which spoke to 
Jesus says to every believing soul, This is My beloved 
child, in whom I am well pleased.  {DA 113.1}  )

all
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The Earth Needed Redemption

Not only man but the earth had by sin come under the 
power of the wicked one, and was to be restored by the 
plan of redemption. At his creation Adam was placed in 
dominion over the earth. But by yielding to temptation, 
he was brought under the power of Satan. "Of whom a 
man is overcome, of the same is he brought in 
bondage." 2 Peter 2:19. When man became Satan's 
captive, the dominion which he held, passed to his 
conqueror. Thus Satan became "the god of this world." 
2 Corinthians 4:4. (Patriarchs and Prophets p. 67 par. 1)
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Christ Recovered the Dominion

 He had usurped that dominion over the earth which had 
been originally given to Adam. But Christ, by His 
sacrifice paying the penalty of sin, would not only 
redeem man, but recover the dominion which he had 
forfeited. All that was lost by the first Adam will be 
restored by the second. Says the prophet, "O tower of 
the flock, the stronghold of the daughter of Zion, unto 
thee shall it come, even the first dominion." Micah 4:8. 
And the apostle Paul points forward to the "redemption 
of the purchased possession." Ephesians 1:14. ... 
(Patriarchs and Prophets p. 67 par. 1)
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Atonement was Made for the Entire 
World, Including the Animals

 [9] And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and 
with your seed after you;

 [10] And with every living creature that is with you, of 
the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth 
with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast 
of the earth.

 [11] And I will establish my covenant with you; neither 
shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a 
flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy 
the earth. (Genesis 9:9-11)
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Atonement was Made for the Entire 
World, Including the Animals

 [12] And God said, This is the token of the covenant 
which I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:

 [13] I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for 
a token of a covenant between me and the earth.

 [14] And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud 
over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the 
cloud: (Genesis 9:12-14)
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Atonement was Made for the Entire 
World, Including the Animals

  [15] And I will remember my covenant, which is between 
me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 
waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.

 [16] And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look 
upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is 
upon the earth.

 [17] And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the 
covenant, which I have established between me and all 
flesh that is upon the earth. (Genesis 9:15-17)
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Abraham’s Sacrifice was a Burnt 
Offering

“And he said, Take now thy son, thine only 
son Isaac,whom thou lovest, and get thee 
into the land of Moriah; and offer him there 
for a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of.” Gen. 
22:2  

“And Abraham said, My son, God will 
provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: 
so they went both of them together.” Gen. 
22:8 
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Morning and Evening Sacrifice – a 
Burnt Offering

38. Now this is that which thou shalt offer 
upon the altar; two lambs of the first year 
day by day continually. 39 The one lamb 
thou shalt offer in the morning; and the other 
lamb thou shalt offer at even: ...41 And the 
other lamb thou shalt offer at even,… 
{Exodus 29:38-43}                    
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Morning and Evening Sacrifice – a Burnt 
Offering

42 This shall be a continual burnt offering 
throughout your generations at the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation before 
the LORD: where I will meet you, to speak 
there unto thee. 43 And there I will meet with 
the children of Israel, and the tabernacle 
shall be sanctified by my glory.” {Exodus 
29:38-43}
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Burnt Offering - A symbol of Dependence 
on the Atoning Blood 

“every morning and evening a lamb of a 
year old was burned upon the altar, with 
its appropriate meat offering, thus 
symbolizing the daily consecration of the 
nation to Jehovah, and their constant 
dependence upon the atoning blood of 
Christ.” {Patriarchs and Prophets p. 354}
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Job’s Burnt Offering for his Sons

And it was so, when the days of [their] 
feasting were gone about, that Job sent 
and sanctified them, and rose up early in 
the morning, and offered burnt offerings 
[according] to the number of them all: for 
Job said, It may be that my sons have 
sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. 
Thus did Job continually. {Job 1:5}
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 The Burnt Offering Made Atonement

And he shall put his hand upon the head of 
the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted 
for him to make atonement for him. And he 
shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and 
the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall bring the 
blood, and sprinkle the blood round about 
upon the altar that is by the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. {Leviticus 
1:4-5}
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 The Courtyard Atonement was for the 
World

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 
Much more then, being now (1) justified by his 
blood, we shall be (2) saved from wrath through 
him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were 
(1)reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be (2) saved by 
his life…. 12 Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned: {Romans 5:8-12}
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 The Courtyard Atonement was for the 
World

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation. {2 Cor. 5:19}
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 The Courtyard Atonement was for the 
World

Christ was 1. God’s Representative to this world, 
and 2. Now stood at the head of the race 

representing this world to God
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Sin Offering Makes Atonement for the 
Penitent

 “And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the 
sin offering, and slay the sin offering in the place 
of the burnt offering.” (Le 4:29 AV)

... and the priest shall make an atonement for his 
sin that he hath committed, and it shall be forgiven 
him. {Leviticus 4:35}
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Summary
1. Atonement was Made in the Courtyard (earth) by the 
Burnt Offering signifying Justification and reconciliation of 
the entire world, for Adam’s sin, and for sins past to receive 
help from God to Repent

2. Atonement was made in the holy Place, by the sin offering 
granting personal forgiveness and bringing man into the 
presence of God through Christ as his representative

3. The third Atonement signifies the completed atonement, of 
reconciling us personally to the presence of God without a 
mediator
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Results of the Burnt Offering
Christ as High Priest within the veil so immortalized Calvary, 
that though He liveth unto God, He dies continually to sin 
and thus if any man sin, he has an Advocate with the Father. 
He arose from the tomb enshrouded with a cloud of angels 
in wondrous power and glory,--the Deity and humanity 
combined. He took in His grasp the world over which Satan 
claimed to preside as his lawful territory, and by His 
wonderful work in giving His life, He restored the whole race 
of men to favor with God. The songs of triumph echoed and 
re-echoed through the worlds. Angel and archangel, 
cherubim and seraphim, sang the triumphant song at the 
amazing achievement.--Manuscript 50, 1900.  {7ABC 485.1} 
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Results of the Burnt Offering

Christ gave his life to make it possible for the 
human family to have another trial, to form such 
characters as will entitle them to be called sons 
and daughters of God, members of the royal 
family, children of the heavenly King. ... (Southern 
Watchman, June 4, 1903 par. 5)
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Results of the Burnt Offering

 [18] Therefore as by the offence of one judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation; even so by 
the righteousness of one the free gift came upon 
all men unto justification of life.

 [19] For as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one 
shall many be made righteous. (Romans 5:18-19)
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Results of the Burnt Offering

"I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed" (Genesis 
3:15). In every heart God has planted an enmity to 
sin, which, if heeded, will lead to righteousness 
and eternal life. ... (1914 Stephen N. Haskell, The 
Cross and Its Shadow p. 19 par. 1)



55The Three Atonements

Results of the Burnt Offering

No man without his own consent can be 
overcome by Satan. The tempter has no power to 
control the will or to force the soul to sin. (Great 
Controversy p. 510 par. 3)
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Conclusion

God in His great wisdom and justice, provided 
for the emergency of sin, for all of the problems 
that it created. God did not leave us to be the 
sport of the enemy, He has made provision that 
the children of Adam can have connection with 
heaven, forgiveness, divine aid in the battle 
with sin, complete sanctification and mercy in 
our times of ignorance.


