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The Doctrine of Sin 

Choice or Nature



Sin as one doctrine of the Christian system is 
the common denominator of the other 
doctrines. . . .  the question of sin is . . . 

basically related to the nature of God and the 
plan of redemption. It is the one doctrine by 

which all others can be reduced to  their 
simplest significance. Furthermore it forms the 

surest and most logical measuring stick by 
which the accuracy of those doctrines can be 

detected.



The doctrines relating to sin form the center around 
which we build our entire theological system. . . . if our 

conception of sin is faulty, our whole superstructure will 
be one error built upon another each one more absurd 

than the last, yet each one necessary if it is to fit in 
consistently with the whole erroneous scheme. If we are 

to end right we must begin right . . .



Many, perhaps most, of the errors which have protruded 
themselves into Christian theology can be finally traced to a 

faulty conception of sin. Because someone’s notions of sin were 
a bit off color, his entire trend of reasoning was 

misdirected. . . . A theologian’s ideas of sin may have only slight 
error, seemingly innocent, but that is sufficient to cause a 

distinct deviation in the line of his thinking, and as his system 
develops, he is carried farther and farther on the wings of 

human fancy from the truth. . . . To reason from a false premise 
is to start an endless chain of false conclusions. Therefore we 
say that one who does not have correct views of sin is not apt 
to have correct views of any other fundamental question.  This 

will especially be manifest in regard to his theory of the 
atonement and God’s method of redeeming man.



. . . And to insist on correct views of sin is to make it 
impossible to stray very far from essential truth. (Richard 

Taylor, A Right Conception of Sin, pp. 9-11)





Isaiah 59:2 (AV) — 2 But your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face 

from you, that he will not hear.



And as Christ draws them to look upon His cross, to behold 
Him whom their sins have pierced, the commandment comes 

home to the conscience. The wickedness of their life, the 
deep-seated sin of the soul, is revealed to them. They begin 

to comprehend something of the righteousness of Christ, and 
exclaim, “What is sin, that it should require such a sacrifice 

for the redemption of its victim? Was all this love, all this 
suffering, all this humiliation, demanded, that we might not 
perish, but have everlasting life?” (Steps to Christ, p. 27.1)



1 John 3:4 (AV) — 4 Whosoever committeth sin 
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the 

transgression of the law.



The passing of the time in 1844 was a period of great events, 
opening to our astonished eyes the cleansing of the 

sanctuary transpiring in heaven, and having decided relation 
to God’s people upon the earth, [also] the first and second 

angels’ messages and the third, unfurling the banner on which 
was inscribed, “The commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus.” One of the landmarks under this message was the 

temple of God, seen by His truth-loving people in heaven, and 
the ark containing the law of God. The light of the Sabbath of 

the fourth commandment flashed its strong rays in the 
pathway of the transgressors of God’s law. The 

nonimmortality of the wicked is an old landmark. (Ms. 13, 1889 
— Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 30.2)





Galatians 1:8, 9 (AV) — 8 But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 

you than that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now 
again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you 

than that ye have received, let him be accursed.



Isaiah 26:1, 2 (AV) — 1 In that day shall this song 
be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; 
salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. 2 
Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which 

keepeth the truth may enter in.



Isaiah 13:9–12 (AV) — 9 Behold, the day of the LORD 
cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay 

the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners 
thereof out of it. 10 For the stars of heaven and the 
constellations thereof shall not give their light: the 

sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon 
shall not cause her light to shine. 11 And I will punish 

the world for their evil, and the wicked for their 
iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to 
cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. 
12 I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even 

a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.



There should be a clear understanding of that which 
constitutes sin, and we should avoid the least 

approach to step over the boundaries from obedience 
to disobedience. (Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 234.2)



If we are to have pardon for our sins, we must first 
have a realization of what sin is, that we may 

repent and bring forth fruits meet for repentance. 
(Faith and Works, p. 49.1)



Leviticus 4:27 (AV) — 27 And if any one of the 
common people sin (chata) through ignorance, while 

he doeth somewhat against any of the commandments 
of the LORD concerning things which ought not to be 

done, and be guilty;



. . . to act contrary to the will and law of God. (Greek-
English Lexicon of the New Testament based on 

Semantic Domains, vol. 1, p. 772)



1 John 3:4 (AV) — 4 Whosoever committeth sin 
transgresseth also the law: for sin ( hamartia) is the 

transgression of the law.



Romans 7:7 (AV) — 7 What shall we say then? Is the 
law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by 
the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had 

said, Thou shalt not covet.



The only definition we find in the Bible for sin is that 
“sin is the transgression of the law.” (1 John 3:4) (The 

Signs of the Times, December 5, 1892, par. 1)



“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law; 
for sin is the transgression of the law.” Here we have 

the true definition of sin; it is “the transgression of the 
law.” (The Signs of the Times, June 20, 1895, par. 5)



It is the privilege of every sinner to ask his teacher 
what sin really is. Give me a definition of sin. We have 
one in 1 John 3. ‘Sin is the transgression of the law.’ 

Now this is the only definition of sin in the whole Bible. 
(Sermons and Talks, vol. 1, p. 228.2)



1 John 3:4 (AV) — 4 Whosoever committeth sin 
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression 
of the law. 

Πᾶς ὁ ποιῶν τὴν ἁμαρτίαν καὶ τὴν ἀνομίαν ποιεῖ, 
καὶ ἡ ἁμαρτία ἐστὶν ἡ ἀνομία.

And  the     sin         is   the anti-law
 νόμος

 ἀνόμος





James 4:17 (AV) — 17 Therefore to him that knoweth 
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.



Romans 14:23 (AV) — 23 And he that doubteth is 
damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for 

whatsoever is not of faith is sin.



1 John 5:4 (AV) — 4 For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 

overcometh the world, even our faith.





1 John 5:17 (AV) — 17 All unrighteousness is sin: . . .



They [all humans] are born sinners, and they sin by 
nature. (R. S. Donnell, The Nature of Christ and Man, 

p. 1; quoted from William Grotheer, The Holy Flesh 
Movement, 1899–1901, p. 28)



When I am gone from here, none are to pick up any 
points of this doctrine and call it truth. There is a not 
a thread of truth in the whole fabric. (G. A. Roberts, 

The Holy Fanaticism, Ellen G. White Estate Document 
File #190, p. 4)



He took upon His sinless nature our sinful nature, that 
He might know how to succor those that are tempted. 

(Medical Ministry, p. 181.3)



Romans 8:3 (AV) — 3 For what the law could not do, 
in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh:



John 2:24, 25 (AV) — 24 But Jesus did not commit 
himself unto them, because he knew all men, 25 And 

needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew 
what was in man.



(John 2:24, 25 YLT) — 24 And Jesus himself was not 
trusting himself to them, because of his knowing all 
men, 25 and because he had no need that any should 
testify concerning man, for he himself was knowing 

what was in man.



James 1:13, 14 (AV) — 13 Let no man say when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be 

tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 14 
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of 

his own lust, and enticed.



James 1:15 (AV) — 15 Then when lust hath conceived, 
it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 

bringeth forth death.



The sin of evilspeaking begins with the cherishing of evil 
thoughts. Guile includes impurity in all its forms. An 

impure thought tolerated, an unholy desire cherished, 
and the soul is contaminated, its integrity compromised. 

(Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 177)



There are thoughts and feelings suggested and aroused 
by Satan that annoy even the best of men; but if they are 
not cherished, if they are repulsed as hateful, the soul is 
not contaminated with guilt, and no other is defiled by 
their influence. Oh, that we each might become a savor 

of life unto life to those around us. (The Review and 
Herald, March 27, 1888)



Hebrews 2:14–18 (AV) — 14 Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 

himself likewise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them who 

through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage. 16 For verily he took not on him the nature 
of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 17 
Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like 

unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to 

make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 18 For in 
that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able 

to succour them that are tempted.



1 Peter 2:22 (AV) — 22 Who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth:



2 Corinthians 10:3–5 (AV) — 3 For though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of 

our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down 

imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 

every thought to the obedience of Christ;



Romans 8:7, 8 (AV) — 7 Because the carnal mind is 
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh 

cannot please God.



Philippians 2:5 (AV) — 5 Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus:



1 John 4:4 (AV) — 4 Ye are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, 

than he that is in the world.



BLESSINGS


