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The Inventions of the Antediluvians

those that are ignoring the last warn-
ing for the world. But one more strik-
ing similarity is the attitude of the 
people in both events. The text above 
mentions eating, drinking, marrying. 
These are all gifts of God and doing 
them is not sinful. So what was the 
problem? It was carrying them to 
excess and using the gifts of God for 
selfish and evil purposes. Let’s go 
back in time and consider how things 
were before the flood, and see if we 
can identify more examples of this.

Physical evidence indicates that 
earth’s EMF (natural geomagnetism), 
which is biologically necessary for 
life, was at least ten times as powerful 
in the past.1 Fossils and other evi-
dence indicate that the atmospheric 

There is a prophecy uttered directly 
by Christ that has a special reference 
to those of us living in the last days. 
We find it in Matthew 24.

“But as the days of Noe [were], so 
shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. 38For as in the days that 
were before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark, 39And 
knew not until the flood came, and 
took them all away; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be” 
(Matthew 24:37-39).

Life continued as normal for those 
that did not heed Noah’s warning 
until it was too late. So it will be for 
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sense because thoughts are created by 
the mind.)

“And he made in Jerusalem engines, 
invented <04284> by cunning men, 
to be on the towers and upon the 
bulwarks, to shoot arrows and great 
stones withal. And his name spread 
far abroad; for he was marvellous-
ly helped, till he was strong” (2 
Chronicles 26:15).

Notice the usage of this word in the 
following places.

“To devise cunning works <04284>, 
to work in gold, and in silver, and in 
brass” (Exodus 31:4).

“The son of a woman of the daugh-
ters of Dan, and his father [was] 
a man of Tyre, skilful to work in 
gold, and in silver, in brass, in iron, 
in stone, and in timber, in purple, 
in blue, and in fine linen, and in 
crimson; also to grave any manner 
of graving, and to find out every 
device <04284> which shall be put 
to him, with thy cunning men, and 
with the cunning men of my lord 
David thy father” (2 Chronicles 
2:14).

So reading the verse again, we could 
read it as:

“And GOD saw that the wickedness 
of man [was] great in the earth, 
and [that] every imagination (thing 
framed) <03336> of the thoughts (in-
ventions) <04284> of his heart [was] 
only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5).

So we see that not only their thoughts 
were evil, but everything that result-
ed from those thoughts was evil and 
served an evil purpose. Their inven-
tions were evil. 

“Lo, this only have I found, that God 
hath made man upright; but they 
have sought out many inventions” 
(Ecclesiastes 7:29).

pressure was greater than now, 
perhaps around 22psi.2 Metals and 
precious stones lay on the surface.3 
Trees were larger and hard like 
stone.4 The human race were taller 
and stronger. “The race of men then 
living was of very great stature, and 
possessed wonderful strength.”5  
They had musical instruments, 
brass and iron inventions, and even 
a school of metallurgy. “And his 
brother’s name was Jubal: he was the 
father of all such as handle the harp 
and organ. And Zillah, she also bare 
Tubal-cain, an instructor of every 
artificer in brass and iron” (Genesis 
4:21, 22).

The following Scripture reveals that 
the antediluvians were a thinking 
people, but that intelligence was 
used exclusively for evil. 

“And GOD saw that the wicked-
ness of man [was] great in the 
earth, and [that] every imagination 
<03336> of the thoughts <04284> 
of his heart [was] only evil contin-
ually” (Genesis 6:5).

In the English speakers’ mind, 
thoughts and imagination are some-
what synonymous, and the verse 
sounds a bit redundant. But to the 
Hebrew mind, imagination <strongs 
# 03336> was a thing framed by the 
thoughts (mind). Notice the follow-
ing usage of the word elsewhere.

“Surely your turning of things 
upside down shall be esteemed as 
the potter’s clay: for shall the work 
say of him that made it, He made 
me not? or shall the thing framed 
<03336> say of him that framed it, 
He had no understanding” (Isaiah 
29:16).

In Hebrew, nouns were derived from 
function. And the word translated 
“thoughts” <04284> in the Hebrew 
mind, came from the idea of some-
thing being invented. (This makes 

The biblical account of the antedi-
luvians depicts an intelligent civili-
zation with many inventions, not an 
uncivilized, ignorant people living 
like half-ape stone age men are often 
depicted. While we would expect 
that most archeological evidence 
from the antediluvian race would 
have been destroyed in the flood, 
certain things could have and did 
survive. For example, there are a 
number of ancient cities that have 

been discovered under water. Some-
thing else to notice is evidence that 
they had hi-tech construction tools, 
techniques, and modes of transport. 
For the sake of time and space, we 
will just share a few of the examples 
from archeology.

Hi-tech Construction Tools, Tech-
niques, and Modes of Transport

Twenty five black granite boxes, 
crafted with laser-like precision, 
were discovered in 1850 at Sera-
peum. Each box weighs approxi-
mately 70 tons along with a lid of 
30 tons cut from the same piece of 
stone. Each box was found empty 
and thus their purpose remains a 
mystery. Based on some hieroglyph-
ic carvings found on the outside of 
3 of the boxes, Egyptologists have 
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engineering skill equal to or beyond 
present-day capabilities.7

Hi-Tech Metallurgy and Ad-
vanced Tools

Inventions must be made of some 
sort of material, and often times, 
they are made of metals. Did the 
antediluvians possess advanced 
tools? The existence of the rocks 
mentioned above gives evidence 
that they must have had something 
to cut them with, but have any 
actual tool been found? Yes. One 
example is the London Artifact, 
discovered in June 1934 by Frank 
and Emma Hahn near London, 
Texas. This artifact is a metal 
hammer in Cretaceous rock, which 
supposedly existed before man 
existed and dinosaurs roamed the 
land. The hammer is composed of 
96.6% iron, 0.74% sulfur, and 2.6% 
chlorine. This chlorine composition 
in compound with metallic iron 
renders this artifact unreproducible 
by modern scientific methods. This 
produced a very strong and hard 
stainless steel; very different infor-

mation from the supposed stone or 
copper tools that historians usually 
believe were possessed by ancient 
peoples.

Electricity

What about energy? Not much can 
be accomplished without ability to 
harness some source of energy. The 
question that comes first to mind 
would be, “were they able to har-
ness electricity?” Various batteries 
of several different sizes known as 
Baghdad (Parthian) Battery Cells 
were found in 1936, south of Bagh-
dad, dating from 600 - 200 BC. 
They produce .87v – 2v {depending 
on electrolyte (wine, vinegar, etc.) 
used}. Others were found near Tel 
Omar. Iron rods were suspended 
in the center of cylinders of sheet 
copper, the iron showing signs of 
being corroded by acid. Iron rods 
were also found connecting some of 
the cells together, which would have 
created a higher voltage. This was a 
society and age that was not known 
to be very technologically advanced. 
They likely received knowledge 
passed down from advanced ancient 
sources.8

Typically, advanced civilization is 
accompanied by inventions in trans-
portation and communication. The 
servant of the Lord specifically men-
tioned inventions of transportation 
and communication when contrast-
ing modern man with the superior 
capabilities of the antediluvians.

dated these to the late dynastic period, 
but during that period, they would 
have only had softer copper tools mak-
ing it impossible to craft these stones, 
and with no way to transport them 
500 miles from their quarry. It is more 
likely that these were crafted during a 
sophisticated, hi-tech age prior to the 
flood, and merely found thousands of 
years later and carved at that time with 
crude hieroglyphs.6

I will just mention one more stone 
found in Lebanon. It is called the 
“Stone of the Pregnant Women.” 
This 1,200 ton limestone rests in the 
Baalbek quarry of Lebanon. This is 
the largest known megalithic cut stone 
on planet earth. Without hi-tech tools 
and equipment, how could they have 
cut this or moved it? Modern tech-
nology uses large, powerful engines 
equipped with diamond impregnated 
blades to cut granite. Precision cut 
megalithic stone structures can be 
found in various places around the 
world, revealing architecture and 
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ing for centuries! Notwithstanding 
the wickedness of the antediluvian 
world, that age was not, as has often 
been supposed, an era of ignorance 
and barbarism. The people were 
granted the opportunity of reaching 
a high standard of moral and intel-
lectual attainment. They possessed 
great physical and mental strength, 
and their advantages for acquiring 
both religious and scientific knowl-
edge were unrivaled.”10

“Adam had learned from the Creator 
the history of creation; he himself 
witnessed the events of nine centu-
ries; and he imparted his knowledge 
to his descendants. The antediluvi-
ans were without books, they had 
no written records; but with their 
great physical and mental vigor, 
they had strong memories, able to 
grasp and to retain that which was 

communicated to them, and in turn 
to transmit it unimpaired to their 
posterity. And for hundreds of years 
there were seven generations living 
upon the earth contemporaneously, 
having the opportunity of consulting 
together and profiting each by the 
knowledge and experience of all.”11

“In strength of intellect, men who 
now live can bear no comparison to 
the ancients. There have been more 
ancient arts lost than the present 
generation now possess. For skill 
and art those living in this degen-
erate age will not compare with 
the knowledge possessed by strong 

men who lived near one thousand 
years.”12

Ancient Babylon (called the golden 
city in Isaiah 14:4 and one of the 
wonders of the ancient world, with 
its beautiful architecture, engineer-
ing genius, hanging gardens, riches, 
and magnificence), like the inhabi-
tants of the antediluvian world, was 
characterized by its pride, luxuriant 
living, and exaltation of God’s gifts 
as gods instead of the giver of those 
gifts.13 The entire wicked world in 
the last days is typified by numerous 
merchant cities in Ezekiel 26-28, and 
depicts a proud and selfish use of 
God’s gifts, making merchandise of 
them.

Addressing Tyrus, its king and all 
its “merchants:”  Zidon, Tarshish, 
Dedan, Egypt, Dedan Syria, Da-
mascus, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, 
Togarmah, etc. (See chapter 26-28.) 
“12Tarshish was thy merchant... 
13Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they 
were thy merchants... 16Syria was thy 
merchant... etc. (Ezekiel 26:12, 13, 
16). “2...Thus saith the Lord GOD; 
Because thine heart [is] lifted up, 
and thou hast said, I [am] a God, I 
sit [in] the seat of God, in the midst 
of the seas; yet thou [art] a man, 
and not God, though thou set thine 
heart as the heart of God: 4With thy 
wisdom and with thine understand-
ing thou hast gotten thee riches, 
and hast gotten gold and silver into 
thy treasures: 5By thy great wisdom 
[and] by thy traffick hast thou in-
creased thy riches, and thine heart 
is lifted up because of thy riches: 
16By the multitude of thy merchan-
dise they have filled the midst of 
thee with violence, and thou hast 
sinned: ... Thou hast defiled thy 
sanctuaries by the multitude of thine 
iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traf-
fick...” (Ezekiel 28:2, 4, 5, 16-18).

Prophetic Babylon, depicting the 
worldwide religio-political confed-

“...Fresh from the hand of the Cre-
ator, these descendants of Adam 
possessed capabilities that we do not 
now see. But they forgot God; and 
so it is today. Men have sought out 
many inventions; but what is the 
influence exerted by the improve-
ments and the abundant facilities 
for intercourse that are everywhere 
seen? Men have not kept God’s 
commandments, and therefore the 
railways, the telegraph wires, the 
cables that connect the nations and 
kingdoms of the earth, have not 
brought the fallen world any nearer 
the higher world.”9 In fact, according 
to the same author, in general, our 
present knowledge is far inferior to 
the antediluvians who, living close 
to the time of man’s creation in 
perfection, lived for many centuries 
giving them opportunity for study 
and research.

“Could illustrious scholars of our 
time be placed in contrast with men 
of the same age who lived before the 
Flood, they would appear as great-
ly inferior in mental as in physical 
strength. As the years of man have 
decreased, and his physical strength 
has diminished, so his mental 
capacities have lessened. There are 
men who now apply themselves 
to study during a period of from 
twenty to fifty years, and the world 
is filled with admiration of their 
attainments. But how limited are 
these acquirements in comparison 
with those of men whose mental 
and physical powers were develop-

Could illustrious scholars of our time be placed in contrast with 
men of the same age who lived before the Flood, they would ap-
pear as greatly inferior in mental as in physical strength. As the 
years of man have decreased, and his physical strength has dimin-
ished, so his mental capacities have lessened.
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earth, and [that] every imagination 
(thing framed) <03336> of the 
thoughts (inventions) <04284> of 
his heart [was] only evil continual-
ly” (Genesis 6:5).

The gifts of God are still being 
used for evil, to glorify self and live 
luxuriously, and God will destroy 
the earth again as He destroyed the 
earth with a flood in the past, this 
time by plagues and fire.

“How much she hath glorified her-
self, and lived deliciously, so much 
torment and sorrow give her: for 
she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, 
and am no widow, and shall see no 
sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues 
come in one day, death, and mourn-
ing, and famine; and she shall be 
utterly burned with fire: for strong 
[is] the Lord God who judgeth her” 
(Revelation 18:7-8).

“6Whereby the world that then 
was, being overflowed with water, 
perished: 7But the heavens and the 
earth, which are now, by the same 
word are kept in store, reserved unto 
fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men” (II Peter 
3:6, 7).

How accurate the prophecy, “But as 
the days of Noe were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be” 

eracy in the last days, is character-
ized in the same way.

“And the merchants of the earth 
shall weep and mourn over her 
(Babylon); for no man buyeth 
their merchandise any more: 12The 
merchandise of gold, and silver, 
(a long list of merchandise follows). 
14And the fruits that thy soul lusted 
after are departed from thee, and 
all things which were dainty and 
goodly are departed from thee, and 
thou shalt find them no more at all. 
15The merchants of these things, 
which were made rich by her, shall 
stand afar off for the fear of her 
torment, weeping and wailing, 
16And saying, Alas, alas, that great 
city, that was clothed in fine linen, 
and purple, and scarlet, and decked 
with gold, and precious stones, and 
pearls! 17For in one hour so great 
riches is come to nought. And every 
shipmaster, and all the company in 
ships, and sailors, and as many as 
trade by sea, stood afar off ” (Revela-
tion 18:11-17).

What is wrong with inventions or 
merchandise? Nothing. But as we 
have seen in Genesis 6:5, the wick-
ed inhabitants of the antediluvian 
world manifest their totally de-
praved minds by using God’s gifts of 
knowledge, architectural and engi-
neering skills, and abundant riches 
that lay profusely on the ground to 
manufacture evil inventions, to live 
luxuriously, and to minister to their 
pride.

“God saw that the more He enriched 
and prospered sinful men, the more 
they would corrupt their ways be-
fore Him. The treasures that should 
have led them to glorify the boun-
tiful Giver had been worshiped, 
while God had been dishonored and 
despised.”14

“And GOD saw that the wicked-
ness of man [was] great in the 

(Matthew 24:37). Dear reader, how 
are you using God’s gifts?

“Watch ye therefore, and pray 
always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand 
before the Son of man” (Luke 21:36).

_____________________________
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W R I T T E N  BY  David Sims
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Living for Jesus

“For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own righteous-
ness, have not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God” (Romans 10:3).

I grew up in an active Christian family. During birth-
days, instead of the usual birthday celebration, our family 
would hold a community project (cleaning public roads, 
building comfort rooms or housing projects in poor 
communities, distributing food to street vagrants [taong 
grasa], etc.). During summers, we would go on a mis-
sionary journey and do similar work in needy fields.

I continued to be an active Christian. I remained a veg-
etarian, as I was since I was born. I never tasted strong 
drink, never entered a movie theater. I regularly attended 
church and joined missionary projects in other places. 
My faith and experience as a Christian grew as the years 
went by. And in my strength and zeal in the Lord’s work, 
I thought I was doing all right. 

But God placed me in a situation where I could see my 
real condition. I was struck with a debilitating illness, 
and I had never felt so weak and helpless. I questioned 
God, “Why me? I am an obedient daughter. I do a lot of 
missionary work. I am better than my brethren. What 
have I done to deserve this?”

In my weakness, I felt utter helplessness. I had to depend 
on others to be able to do even the simplest of tasks. I re-
alized emphatically that the strength that I had boasted, 
the zeal that I had gloried in, was all dependent on God’s 
grace and mercy.

I realized that the work that I had done for God, were 
actually done because I was able to do them. But would I 
trust God to do things through me when I knew I could 
not in my own strength? Did I have faith enough to fully 
surrender myself to His care and leading and obey His 
words whatever the circumstance? I saw that I had had 
a half-hearted faith, that my obedience was dependent 
on my ability and because I was accustomed to do those 
things. I was willing to suffer but only as much as I was 
able to bear. And I did not have the faith and willing obe-
dience to follow Christ to the fullest even if I could not, 
even if I did not fully understand His workings, even if I 
had to forsake and abandon all that I was used to doing 
or believing for the sake of Christ. Like the rich young 
man, I thought I was already obeying the law. Like Cain, 
I thought that because I had brought my sacrifices, it was 
enough. Like the Pharisee, I thought that having done 

these things, I was better than my 
brethren.

But God showed me that though I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
it is nothing; though I obey every 
commandment, it is not enough; 
though I do good works for Christ, 
I may be even farther from heaven. 

For when I worked for Him, I did not feel my need of 
a Saviour; when I obeyed His commandments, I would 
only go to lengths I was willing to go, and no farther, 
even though it is farther than what those around me 
would go.

A Wholehearted Sacrifice

But what God wants is the whole heart, our complete obedience, 
for unless we surrender our all to Him, we will walk away like the 
rich young ruler and question God like Cain, and our sacrifices, 
works, and offerings will not be accepted of God. 
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Genetic Engineering of the  
Species

“And as it was in the days of Noe, 
so shall it be also in the days of the 
Son of man” (Luke 17:26).

In the prophecy article, I shared this 
prophecy as it related to the way 
the antediluvians misused the gifts 
of God in manufacturing inven-
tions to serve their evil designs. 
I will be discussing one of these 
evil inventions in this article, one 
that enabled them to genetically 
alter living things. I believe this 
same knowledge and practice is the 
greatest threat to our health that 
mankind faces in our time.

Even Animals Were Corrupt

“And God looked upon the earth, 
and, behold, it was corrupt; for all 
flesh <01320> had corrupted his 
way <01870>  upon the earth. And 
God said unto Noah, The end of all 
flesh <01320> is come before me; 
for the earth is filled with violence 
through them; and, behold, I will 
destroy them with the earth” (Gen-
esis 6:12-13).

“And of every living thing of all 
flesh <01320>, two of every [sort] 
shalt thou bring into the ark, to 
keep [them] alive with thee; they 
shall be male and female” (Genesis 
6:19).

The word “flesh” is used several 
times in the verses above. It is used 
to refer to the animals that were to 
go into the ark and to the humans 

and animals that were to perish in 
the flood. But notice that it is also 
used in the phrase “for all flesh had 
corrupted his way....” This too must 
refer to animals as well as humans. 
But animals don’t have moral choice 
and accountability. They follow the 
laws of nature, unlike humans who 
choose to act contrary to nature 
and its laws. It seems that the text 
makes more sense if it were read in 
the passive voice “for all flesh had 
its way corrupted...,” thus placing the 
blame upon someone or something 
else for corrupting the flesh of ani-
mals. But we must see if that ren-
dering is in harmony with the origi-
nal language. The word “corrupted” 
in Hebrew is in the “Hiphel” form 
in this place and indicates it is 
causative, that something is causing 
or caused to be, and it is usually 
active but not necessarily. So either 
rendering is grammatically accept-
able. It could be read that all flesh 
(subject) had corrupted its own 
way, or that, all flesh had its way 
corrupted, by something else as the 
subject. So when a passage could be 
read two different ways, we should 
lean to that which makes the most 
logical sense and that which is in 

But what God wants is the whole 
heart, our complete obedience, 
for unless we surrender our all to 
Him, we will walk away like the rich 
young ruler and question God like 
Cain, and our sacrifices, works, and 
offerings will not be accepted of 
God. 

Like the publican, we need to 
feel our need of a Saviour for 
“the sense of need, the recog-
nition of our poverty and sin, is 
the very first condition of accep-
tance with God” (COL, p. 152.1). 

But far too often, “while we think 
we are committing ourselves to 
God, we do not look to Him, to 
be kept by His power, but depend 
upon watchfulness against temp-
tation and the performance of 
certain duties for acceptance with 
Him” (CCh, p. 49.2). “We can 
do nothing, absolutely nothing, 
to commend ourselves to divine 
favor. We must not trust at all to 
ourselves or to our good works; 
but when as erring, sinful beings 
we come to Christ, we may find 
rest in His love” (CCh, p. 49).

“In one way only can a true knowl-
edge of self be obtained. We must 
behold Christ. When we contem-
plate His purity and excellence, we 
shall see our own weakness and 
poverty and defects as they really 
are.... We shall see that if we are ever 
saved, it will not be through our 
own goodness, but through God’s 
infinite grace” (COL, p. 159.1). Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Samaritana Malinay

A Living Sacrifice

The Greatest Threat to Human Health 
in Our Time
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other which called for the destruc-
tion of the race by the flood, it was 
the base crime of amalgamation of 
man and beast which defaced the 
image of God, and caused confu-
sion everywhere. God purposed to 
destroy by a flood that powerful, 
long-lived race that had corrupted 
their ways before him” (1SP, p. 69.1).

Not only is amalgamation said to be 
the high crime which brought God’s 
judgments upon the antediluvians, 
but also the cause of their nature 
being corrupted (thus defacing the 
image of God in man). God has 
never approved of the amalgama-
tion of species of plants, animals, 
or humans as seen in the following 
passages of Scripture.

“Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard 
with divers (Hebrew: mingled) 
seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed which 
thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy 
vineyard, be defiled” (Deuteronomy 
22:9).

“Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou 
shalt not let (or cause) thy cattle 
gender with a diverse kind: thou 
shalt not sow thy field with mingled 
seed: neither shall a garment min-
gled of linen and woollen (Hebrew: 
of diverse sorts) come upon thee” 
(Leviticus 19:19).

“Neither shalt thou lie with any 
beast to defile thyself therewith: 
neither shall any woman stand be-
fore a beast to lie down thereto: it is 
confusion ” (Leviticus 18:23).

In the references above, “confusion” 
seems, at least in part, to refer to a 
mingling of the DNA. See the next 
statement.

“Every species of animals which 
God had created was preserved in 
the ark. The confused species which 
God did not create, which were 
the result of amalgamation, were 
destroyed by the flood. Since the 

harmony with the context and other 
passages.

The word translated “way” in Gene-
sis 6:12 appears also in the passages 
below, translated “manner” and 
“custom.”

“I spake unto thee in thy prosper-
ity; [but] thou saidst, I will not 
hear. This [hath been] thy manner 
<01870> from thy youth, that thou 
obeyedst not my voice” (Jeremiah 
22:21).

“And the firstborn said unto the 
younger, Our father [is] old, and 
[there is] not a man in the earth to 
come in unto us after the manner 
<01870> of all the earth” (Genesis 
19:31).

“And she said to her father, Let it 
not displease my lord that I cannot 
rise up before thee; for the custom 
<01870> of women [is] upon me. 
And he searched, but found not the 
images” (Genesis 31:35).

Manner, in the first passage, refers to 
a way of thinking and acting that has 
become natural through repetition. 
In the second, it refers to a physio-
logical aspect of human nature, the 
desire and feeling of the need to re-
produce. The third, though translat-
ed “custom,” also refers to something 
physiological, to the very nature or 
something programmed into the 
DNA (a woman’s menstrual period). 
When looked at in the light of the 
evidence we are about to present, 
I believe Genesis 6:12 is telling us 
that animals as well as humans had 
their very natures, even their DNA, 
corrupted. 

I am not alone in my understand-
ing of conditions before the flood 
and my understanding of this verse. 
Nineteenth century Christian speak-
er and author, Ellen White, said:

“But if there was one sin above an-

flood, there has been amalgamation 
of man and beast, as may be seen in 
the almost endless varieties of spe-
cies of animals, and in certain races 
of men” (1SP, p. 78.2)

Amalgamation through sexual de-
viation is highly unlikely to happen 
naturally, as animals will not attempt 
to mate with another species, and 
is virtually impossible for a number 
of physiological reasons, except for 
very similar species like donkeys 
and horses. So, I believe what these 
Scriptures are especially referring 
to is purposeful mating and genetic 
mingling by human intervention.

In the following reference, “amal-
gamation” was through “ingenious” 
methods.

“All tares are sown by the evil one. 
Every noxious herb is of his sowing, 
and by his ingenious methods of 
amalgamation he has corrupted the 
earth with tares” (2SM, p. 288.2)

Despite it being forbidden in Scrip-
ture, genetic engineering in food 
and other commodities is becoming 
universal.

•	 In 1997, 17% of US soybean acres 
were planted with genetically engi-
neered (GE) varieties; by 2014, that 
figure rose to 94%.1

•	 GE cotton usage went from 10% 
in 1997 to 91% in 2014.1

•	 GE corn acreage increased from 
25% in 2000 to 92% in 2017.1

•	 Other GE crops that are commer-
cially available in the US are pota-
toes, papaya, squash, canola, alfalfa, 
apples, and sugar beets. Several 
others are USDA approved but are 
not currently produced, including 
tomatoes, (non-sugar) beets, rice, 
roses, flax, plums, and tobacco. 
The controversial hormone rBGH 
(recombinant bovine growth hor-
mone), which increases milk pro-
duction in dairy cows, is genetically 
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engineered as well.1

•	 Milk – Chinese scientists claim 
that they have successfully integrat-
ed human genes into cows, allowing 
them to produce human milk. Their 
New Zealand counterparts have 
engineered a cow that produces 
low-lactose milk, allowing people 
who are lactose-intolerant to con-
sume it. But perhaps the most prom-
ising genetic modification comes 
from South Dakota, where scientists 
are trying to create a cow that pro-
duces milk with human antibodies 
that can be used as a treatment for 
various infectious diseases, includ-
ing Ebola and flu.2

•	 An edible GE film that prevents 

spoilage.3

•	 A GE wrap that alerts you when 
food is spoiled.3

•	 CellPod, works by growing (usu-
ally) plant cell material from a seed 
culture, producing proteins, fibres, 
and other plant-based compounds.3

Numerous children’s books and 
textbooks introduce genetic engi-
neering as a good thing and hail it as 
a saviour of mankind. But how we 
view genetic engineering may also 
have a lot to do with our worldview. 
From the Evolutionist’s perspective, 
life evolved by chance, so certainly, 
human beings with minds can do 
better than chance and improve on 
our DNA. But from the Creationist’s 
perspective, God knew best when 
He made the DNA, and He declared 
it to be perfect.

Genetic expression can be altered by 
the environment and then expressed 
in offspring. Lifestyle can turn on 

and off genes responsible for certain 
traits. This is genetic switching but 
does not alter the DNA. One study 
subjected mice to an electric shock 
when they got near their favorite 
food aroma. The mice soon learned 
to fear the smell. They grew new 
neurons in their sinuses and the trait 
and fear were passed on to their off-
spring to the second generation.4

Mutations in proteins and the cells 
they help to make up can happen in 
ways other than direct genetic en-
gineering. One of several ways this 
occurs is through introducing toxins 
such as glyphosate (active ingredient 
in Roundup). Glyphosate can take 
the place of the glycine molecule in 
proteins, causing a mutation and 
malfunction. When this happens in 
the intestinal tract, it, in effect, dis-
ables the flora in the intestinal tract 
that are responsible for processing 
numerous nutrients and some hor-
mones, such as thyroid hormone. 
This can so weaken the system that 
genetic alterations can more easily 
take place in human cells.

One way crops were genetically 
modified, beginning in 1996, was by 
using short sequences of the Bacillus 
thuringiensis (Bt) bacterium. This 
bacterium produces a toxic pro-
tein (pesticide) in the plant which 
ruptures the stomachs of insects. 
The altered DNA of this food can 
change the DNA of the bacterium in 
our intestinal tract, thus creating a 
pesticide manufacturing plant right 
in our own body! In a 2011 study, it 
(Bt) was found in the blood of 93% 
of pregnant women tested, and in 
the umbilical cords.

The science of genetic engineering 
has progressed to the point where it 
has been made simple enough to do 
it yourself. Through one technique 
called CRISPR, “the Cas9 protein 
can easily be programmed to end 
and bind to almost any desired 

target sequence, simply by giving 
it a piece of RNA to guide it in its 
search.”5

“When the CRISPR-Cas9 protein 
is added to a cell along with a piece 
of guide RNA, the Cas9 protein 
hooks up with the guide RNA and 
then moves along the strands of 
DNA until it ends and binds to a 
20-DNA-letter long sequence that 
matches part of the guide RNA se-
quence. That’s impressive, given that 
the DNA packed into each of our 
cells has six billion letters and is two 
meters long.

“What happens next can vary. The 
standard Cas9 protein cuts the 
DNA at the target. When the cut is 
repaired, mutations are introduced 
that usually disable a gene. This 
is by far the most common use of 
CRISPR. It’s called genome editing 
– or gene editing – but usually the 
results are not as precise as that term 
implies.”6

“The Crispr-Cas9 [sic] technique 
also makes possible the genetic 
engineering of human embryos. In 
April of this year, in fact, a team of 
Chinese scientists told, on the pages 
of Protein & Cell, that they succeed-
ed in successfully modifying the 
genome of human zygotes.”7

“The Crispr-Cas9 [sic] technique 
is relatively easy and inexpensive 
to make. As Heidi Ledford recent-
ly told on the Nature blog, in fact, 
Crispr-Cas9 is so simple as to 'be 
able to try it even at home [sic]:' 
amateur biotechnologists and 
biohackers from all over the world 
have converted their garages into 
do-it-yourself genetic engineering 
laboratories.”8

It is very concerning that rebellious 
youth wanting to pull pranks, ter-
rorists seeking to destroy the world, 
corporate scientists seeking to pat-
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•	 Varicella (Chickenpox and Shin-
gles)
 ¤ Varivax, ProQuad, MMR-V, 
Zostavax (Merck), Varilix 
(GlaxoSmithKline)

The vaccines produced in fetal cell 
lines (though said to be purified of 
human cells) are heavily contami-
nated with human fetal DNA.11

“Merck’s MMR II vaccine (as well 
as the chickenpox, Pentacel and 
all Hep-A-containing vaccines) is 
manufactured using human fetal cell 
lines and are heavily contaminated 
with human fetal DNA from the 
production process. 

“Levels (of human DNA fragments) 
in our children can reach up to 5 ng/
ml after vaccination, depending on 
the age, weight and blood volume 
of the child. That level is known to 
activate Toll-like receptor 9 (TLR9), 
which can cause autoimmune at-
tacks...”12

The link connecting vaccines to 
autism, autoimmune disease, and 
a host of other diseases, including 
many serious ones, is undeniable 
(see the Letter to the Editor in Issue 
1 of this newsletter). But this is not 
the only concern. There are the ethi-
cal concerns of killing these unborn 
human beings and using them for 
science and profit. And there is yet 
another moral concern. First, let us 
examine the results of introducing 
the DNA of one human to another 
human.

“The human DNA from the vaccine 
can be randomly inserted into the 
recipient’s genes by homologous 
recombination, a process that occurs 
spontaneously only within a spe-
cies. Hot spots for DNA insertion 
are found on the X chromosome 
in eight autism-associated genes 
involved in nerve cell synapse 
formation, central nervous system 

which we will speak of in a moment, 
and the other is a genetically altered 
virus that usually infects chim-
panzees, which is then grown in 
human fetal cells. The use of a virus 
affecting another species is concern 
enough, and add to that concern 
the fact that it is genetically altered 
to be able to affect human beings, it 
creates a bigger concern. Already, 
viruses have the ability to mutate 
or destroy the DNA of the mito-
chondria of our cells. But what will 
be the effect of a genetically altered 

virus of another species? Only time 
will reveal. But added to this already 
deeply concerning scenario is the 
fact that many vaccine makers use a 
human fetal cell line in the develop-
ment of their COVID-19 vaccines. 
The list includes:

•	 AstraZeneca
•	 Jansen Research and Develop-
ment/Johnson & Johnson
•	 CanSino Biologics
•	 University of Pittsburgh, Immu-
nityBio, and Altimmune
There were 24 vaccines produced 
with fetal cells prior to Covid–19 ac-
cording to the Sound Choice Phar-
maceutical Institute. These included:

•	 Polio
 ¤ PolioVax, Pentacel, DT Polio 
Absorbed, Quadracel (Sanofi)

•	 Measles, Mumps, Rubella
 ¤ MMR II, Meruvax II, MRVax, 
Biovax, ProQuad, MMR-V 
(Merck), Priorix, Erolalix 
(GlaxoSmithKline)

ent our food supply, as well as rich, 
crazed tycoons seeking to depopu-
late the world have this technology 
available to them. What would it 
be like to be born with a human 
mind trapped in a pig’s body? This 
scenario is not impossible with the 
inexpensive and easily accessible 
CRISPR-Cas9 technique and in-
structions on how to use it. (They 
offer classes online and all kinds of 
products, including: a DIY genetic 
engineering kit with everything you 
need for $169, or a human-embry-
onic-kidney-cell-line for $99, a DNA 
Ladder composed of eleven linear 
double-stranded DNA bands for just 
$10, etc.9)

But besides the overt genetic engi-
neering that is taking place, there is 
an ongoing covert program being 
advanced that will result in genet-
ically altering every human being 
against their will. This threat is being 
realized from several angles. Let us 
discuss this in detail.

“Using the failed attempt to cre-
ate an HIV vaccine as an example, 
researchers explain that the genet-
ically engineered adenovirus, Ad5, 
used in the HIV vaccine trials, is the 
same one being used now in four 
COVID-19 candidates being studied 
in the U.S., Russia and Pakistan.

“At the time of the failed HIV 
vaccine, scientists were unable to 
identify the exact reason why Ad5 
seemed to increase the risk of HIV; 
it just inexplicably did. Interesting-
ly, Dr. Anthony Fauci was the lead 
author on the HIV study, in which 
he questioned whether the problem 
extends to some or all of the other 
recombinant vectors currently in de-
velopment or to other vector-based 
vaccines.”10

There are two main types of vaccines 
being developed for COVID-19. 
One is an mRNA based vaccine, 
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ing normal protein they come into 
contact with into a different config-
uration. This causes a chain reaction 
that destroys the brain.17

As we shared in issue 1 of this news-
letter, in Papua New Guinea there 
is a tribe known as the Fore people. 
They used to eat the brains of their 
dead relatives. After an incubation 
period of some years, they began to 
develop a fatal disease later called 
Kuru, dying within 2 years. It’s 
symptoms included lesions in the 
brain, much like CFJ (Creutsz Field 
Jacob) disease, mad cow disease in 
cows, scrapie in sheep, etc. When 
they stopped practicing cannibalism 
in the late 1950s, the disease slowly 
disappeared.18

Among the Fore tribe, the human 
DNA was eaten rather than injected, 
but the results were the same, DNA 
mutations and alterations resulting 
in misfolded proteins and all of its 
associated symptoms. Those that 
ate people that died of Kuru would 
have had both mechanisms of harm, 
the mutation of their DNA from the 
consumption of human DNA, and 
the harm of the prions of the de-
ceased persons coming into contact 
with their proteins.

mRNA Vaccines

There are many mechanisms of 
harm and physiological concerns 
with mRNA vaccines: toxicity of 
the spike protein itself, opening up 
of the blood brain barrier, miscar-
riages, other reproductive harm, 
swelling of the heart, blood vessels 

development, and mitochondrial 
function.”13

“Insertional mutagenesis: fetal 
human DNA incorporates into the 
child’s DNA causing mutations. 
Gene therapy using small fragment 
homologous recombination has 
demonstrated that as low as 1.9 ng/
ml of DNA fragments results in in-
sertion into the genome of stem cells 
in 100% of mice injected.”14

“(The levels of human fetal DNA 
fragments in our children after vac-
cination with MMR, Varivax (chick-
enpox) or Hepatitis A containing 
vaccines reach levels beyond 1.9 ng/
ml.)”15

“Instead of conducting safety studies 
the FDA regulated the amount of 
human DNA that could be present 
in a vaccine to no greater than 10ng. 
Unfortunately, the Sound Choice 
team discovered that the fetal DNA 
levels ranged anywhere from 142ng 
– 2000ng per dose, way beyond the 
so-called ‘safe’ level.”16

The science is clear. The vaccines 
grown in human cells are heavily 
contaminated with human DNA 
fragments, and those fragments 
can and do get taken into our own 
genome and then are transferred to 
our offspring. Besides those health 
concerns already mentioned in this 
article and in previous articles, the 
introduction of DNA from the same 
or even similar species can result in 
DNA mutations, and the formation 
of prions (misfolded proteins) which 
cause lesions in the brain, along with 
numerous horrible symptoms. 

Prions can result from mutations in 
the human PrP gene that codes for 
PrPC protein. So, DNA mutation 
accounts for some cases of “prion 
disease.” Other cases result from the 
prions themselves. They don’t have 
DNA, but they replicate by alter-

and other parts of the body, blood 
clots–strokes, heart attacks, autoim-
mune diseases, etc. And concerning 
the aspect of altering our genome, 
the mRNA vaccine is not better than 
the Adeno virus vectored vaccines 
mentioned above. And the really 
disturbing fact is that it is claimed by 
the manufacturers that it is perfectly 
safe and presents very little risk. The 
manufacturers are covering up the 
effects of these vaccines to our DNA 
and health in general.

mRNA are snippets of genetic code 
that carries instructions for cells to 
produce proteins. The definition 
of genetic is ‘relating to genes’, and 
genes contain instructional code 
that tell the body what proteins to 
make. Therapy is the medical treat-
ment of disease, so mRNA vaccines 
are very clearly gene therapy.

Not only does the alien genetically 
engineered mRNA hijack the cell, 
but, “we actually have plenty of 
reverse transcriptase in our own 
cells... Long interspersed nuclear 
elements (LINEs) and short inter-
spersed nuclear elements (SINEs) 
are able to take our RNA back to 
DNA and to put that DNA back into 
the genome,” and thus transfer that 
to daughter cells and even to off-
spring.19

Notice that the RNA can be taken 
back to our DNA and thus put back 
into the genome. (See pp. 3, 4 in 
issue 3 of this newsletter for fur-
ther information about the mRNA 
vaccines.)

“All flesh” is rapidly, once again, 
becoming corrupted just as it was 
before the flood. We have seen from 
Scripture that it is wrong to attempt 
to improve on God, and alter the 
divine engineering and biological 
marvel of the DNA, by any means. 
This was the greatest sin of the ante-
diluvians, and brought destruction 
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From the Churches

A Two-Phased Work 
R E P O R T  F R O M  Iligan 1889 HSDA

Prophecy has warned us of a time 
coming soon, when it will not be 
possible to buy or sell without com-
promising the truth. We need to be 
preparing for that time.

Here in Iligan City, we have a 
two-phased work of preparation in 
progress in two different locations, 
Rogongon and Sapang Blue. The 
two phases of the work are spiritual 
and physical preparation. Physical-
ly, each one of us longs for the time 
when we will subsist and live on 
the fruits of the ground, free from 
harmful chemicals and genetical-
ly modified organisms. Thus, we 
are doubling our effort to collect 
native seeds of grains, legumes, and 
root crops in our locality. Through 
God’s grace, we are now harvesting 
corn, adlai, cassava, sweet potato, 
banana, and some vegetables, and 
one of our goals is to reach the 
point where we will not need to be 
buying groceries at the supermar-
ket, but only other supplies like 
cleaning supplies. Our primary 
goal is to establish a home-like san-
itarium in our two locations that 
will serve our neighbors’ needs, 
producing enough food that can 
sustain its workers, health clients, 
and also the missionaries who will 
work two-by-two to bring the three 
angels’ messages, first to our neigh-
borhood, then extending to the 
barangay, and eventually to the city. 

The second phase is our spiritual 
preparation. Firstly, our desire 
is for the individual soul to be 
equipped with spiritual weapons 
to combat spiritual illnesses and 
weaknesses, and to be sanctified 

by the word of God. Then by per-
sonal witnessing, to share the love 
of Christ towards humanity, for we 
cannot watch souls perish in dark-
ness without telling them of the love 
of Christ. As a result of the work of 
witnessing here, we have had two 
sets of baptisms last August 28. 
Four were baptized in Rogongon 
and seven in Blue Water. We had a 
Communion Service on August 27, 
followed by the baptism the next 
day, both of which Pastor Jessmar 
Engcoy officiated. Most of those 
who were baptized were from the 
mainstream church, some of whom 
had backslidden. After receiving Bi-
ble studies for almost a year, others 
about half a year, they decided to 
publicly confess their acceptance of 
a personal Saviour.

Please pray for the work of God here 
and for the work of preparation that 
each of us are doing at this closing 
time. Ω

upon them, and in our time, it is 
the greatest threat to human health, 
and will bring destruction upon this 
world again, a final destruction. God 
will “...destroy them which destroy 
the earth” (Revelation of John 
11:18).

_____________________________
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Little Heavens

The Scripture calls the children a heritage of and reward 
from the Lord (Psalms 137:3). Those who have been and 
are parents know by experience the inexpressible joy and 
pleasure brought about by children in our lives. Their 
helplessness and fragility awaken our sympathy and ten-
derest feelings. We forget about ourselves and our whole 
world starts revolving around them. We protectively 
hover over them, watching their every move, keeping 
them out of reach of harm and danger. We listen to their 
childish prattle with delight and celebrate their mile-
stones with pride. Their innocence and unaffected ways 
are a breath of fresh air to our jaded senses. 

Then they grow up. And we wonder, how did our bundle 
of joy become a source of terror? A three-year old that 
makes every meal and sleeping time a scene of combat, a 
smart aleck with selfishness written on every fiber of his 
three-foot frame, an insubordinate teenager whose ca-
pricious mood is as changeable as the weather. How did 
someone so innocent, so delightful turn into a monster? 
Who can we blame? 

The sad answer is a lament we cannot deny, we, parents. 
We made our children who they are. Our indulgent sen-
timentalism miscalled love, our neglect (or sometimes 

ignorance) to enforce proper discipline, our own incon-
sistencies and unchristlike examples, and many other 
factors, in small or significant ways, have contributed to 
create the rascal that is our child. 

To this parental plague, the answer comes in a solemn 
tone. 

There must be authority. 

The first duty of parents is to establish their authority 
over their children. The earlier it is done, the less taxing 
will be the work of discipline. That is why the training 
of the child must start when he is young—”before he is 
old enough to reason, he may be taught to obey” (Child 
Guidance, p. 82.4).

“From their earliest life children should be taught to 
obey their parents, to respect their word, and to rever-
ence their authority” (The Review and Herald, July 16, 
1895).

Most people have a biased pre-conceived idea about 
authority. This word in some minds is connected with 
harshness and severity. Perhaps it is because some people 
who are in authority have given the word a bad name 
by their misuse of power for self-gain and other evil 

purposes. Those subject to them 
are oppressed and abused and their 
rights ignored. But we need to see 
the distinction between the power 
and the person holding the power. It 
is not the power that is evil but the 
selfish person that is misusing the 
power. 

“Parents are entitled to a degree of 
love and respect which is due to 

no other person. God Himself, who has placed upon 
them a responsibility for the souls committed to their 
charge, has ordained that during the earlier years of 
life parents shall stand in the place of God to their 
children. And he who rejects the rightful authority 
of his parents is rejecting the authority of God” (The 
Signs of the Times, November 24, 1881).

There Must Be Authority

We made our children who they are. Our indulgent sentimental-
ism miscalled love, our neglect (or sometimes ignorance) to en-
force proper discipline, our own inconsistencies and unchristlike 
examples, and many other factors, in small or significant ways, 
have contributed to create the rascal that is our child. 
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In order for children to learn to submit to Divine author-
ity, they must first learn to submit to human (especially 
parental) authority. If they have not learned to obey their 
parents whom they can see and hear, they will not obey 
their heavenly Father whom they cannot see and hear 
tangibly. Obedience, prompt and willing, was required of 
our first parents in Eden; the same is required of us, and 
we must require the same from our children.

“Thus, to a great degree, may be prevented those later 
conflicts between will and 
authority that do so much to 
create alienation and bit-
terness toward parents and 
teachers, and too often resis-
tance of all authority, human 
and divine” (Education, p. 
287.1).

As a parent, I believe that 
there is no sorrow sadder 

than seeing your child grow and become your own en-
emy; a traitor, one who bites the hand that fed him. Yet 
on the other hand, there is no joy higher than to see your 
child grow into a responsible, God-fearing individual, 
whose life is a blessing to his family and to the world. 

“Coming events are casting their shadows upon our 
pathway. Fathers, mothers, I appeal to you to make most 
earnest efforts now for your children. Give them daily 
religious instruction. Teach them to love God and to be 
true to the principles of right. With lofty, earnest faith, 
directed by the divine influence of the Holy Spirit, work, 
work now. Do not put it off one day, one hour” (Child 
Guidance, p. 557.1). Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Marrah Sims

The authority that God has invested in parents is akin to 
that authority that God has toward His earthly children. 
Parents are to be to their children what God is to them. 
With that principle in mind, Christian parents are to 
tread the parental pathway carefully that they will not 
misrepresent the Holy One to the younger members of 
His kingdom. But for them to rightly represent Him, they 
themselves need to have a correct knowledge of His char-
acter. God has proclaimed His character in the following 
words.

“The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty” (Exodus 
34:6-7).

In this passage is declared the divine attributes of God, 
namely, love and justice. The love that suffers long and 
is kind, that is not easily provoked, that hopes, believes, 
bears, and endures all things (I Corinthians 13: 4-7). This 
love, our own human heart cannot manufacture; it is of 
divine origin, and only through its influence can defiant 
hearts be subdued. 

It might seem ironic but the best way to establish paren-
tal authority is through gentle means. It requires tact, 
self-control, forbearance, and all the graces of the holy 
Spirit to cure a wounded soul. We as parents need to 
learn to trace from cause to effect, and when we real-
ize that it was our own neglect or wrong examples that 
produced the kind of children we now have, then we 
must repent and seek to correct the wrongs. Just as the 
bent twigs of a neglected plant cannot be straightened up 
by force without being broken, neither can the will of a 
neglected child. The training and healing will take time 
and will require divine wisdom. It will require persever-
ing effort, earnest thought, and much prayer. But God 
has promised that if parents will do everything in their 
power to obey His injunction to “train up” their children, 
then He will bless their efforts, and in His strength, they 
may gain the victory. 

In order for children to learn to submit to Divine authority, they must 
first learn to submit to human (especially parental) authority. If they 
have not learned to obey their parents whom they can see and hear, 
they will not obey their heavenly Father whom they cannot see and 
hear tangibly.
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Good day to all! This is Joe 
Buhia, and I would like to share 
with you how I came to be a 
full-time worker for God as His 
instrument in saving souls.

I was in Palawan at the time be-
cause that was where I ended up 
after looking for a good place for 
country living. Here, my knowl-
edge about the one true God, our Father in heaven, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the begotten of God, grew as well. From that time 
forward, I have felt an increasing desire to share this truth about 
the true God and His beloved Son to everyone, firstly to my loved 
ones and then to the brethren (in the SDA church). I felt I would 
only be able to do it if I would fully commit myself to God, to 
doing His work, while there is yet time. I told myself that if God 
would lend me a few more years of life, I would spend it in His 
work.

Because I took a stand for the truth, unexpected circumstances 
happened which led me to return to my family’s place in Mindan-
ao. But before I left Palawan, some souls had received the truth, 
and a small company on that island was formed, which is now 
part of the 1889 Historic Seventh Day Adventists. When I arrived 
back in Mutia, Zamboanga del Norte, I continued to share the 
truth until I was removed from the (mainstream) church where I 
was a member. With God’s help, I didn’t lose hope but continued 
to share until a small mainstream church here at our place re-
ceived the truth. And now we also have a church here that is part 
of 1889 HSDA.

Currently, we are continuing our labors in another church in Tu-
buran for those who have recently accepted the truth there. They 
also have become a part of 1889 HSDA. While there is still time, I 
am determined to continue to work despite the ups and downs in 
my life, and I will not let these hinder my commitment to work in 
God’s vineyard while life shall last.

Please pray that the Lord may grant me health and strength to 
be able to continue working for Christ. Please also pray for my 
scheduled visit to other groups to share the truth about God. May 
God bless each one. Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Joe Buhia

Ministry & Evangelism

Committed to WorkNews & Announcements

 ▶ We are glad to announce the 
opening of Waldensian Center Inter-
national, an online training program 
that offers an all-round mental, 
physical, and spiritual training course 
to prepare the student for the joy 
of service in this life and the higher 
joy of wider service in the world to 
come. For more information, head 
over to https://waldenses.org.

 ▶ We welcome into fellowship the 
newly established church in Tubu-
ran, Zamboanga del Norte. Please 
include in your prayers the ongoing 
construction of their humble house 
of worship.

 ▶ The new set of officers (2021-
2022) of 1889 Historic Seventh Day 
Adventists

Chairman: Joe Buhia
Vice-chairman: David Sims
Secretary: Samaritana Malinay
Treasurer: Yeyen Batasin
Auditor: Daniel Baang
Committee member: Jessmar Engcoy
Committee member: Cleotilde Lacap

https://waldenses.org


16 T H E  1889 R E V I E W  |  I S S U E  04 |  S E P T E M B E R  2021

To the Flock

a Philippine Cobra jerked its head up to strike. Quicker 
than humanly possible, she jumped back, and was not 
bitten. The phraseology in the verse above is not neces-
sarily specific in its meaning, but being poetic, we can 
understand it to simply be saying that God will protect us 
from poisonous snakes, whether or not we literally tread 
them under our feet.

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the win-
dows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it. 11...” (Malachi 
3:10, 11).

Have you faithfully given tithe and offerings and claimed 
this promise of God that He would open the windows of 
heaven and pour out a blessing. I claimed this promise 
when, having consistently and faithfully paid tithe and 
offerings, I was looking for a country property and asked 
God for the money to buy it. I went ahead and looked for 
properties by faith without knowing where the money 
was coming from, and when I had found one, not having 
told anyone else, someone called me up and said, "I have 
10,000 dollars for you." Then someone else offered to 
loan the remaining ten thousand for the property.

These are just two sample promises, but did you know 
there are over 3000 promises in the Bible? We do not 
have to wait until there are big needs or really important 
matters. God is interested in the small things, the little 
everyday trials we face. I challenge you. Read the Bible 
for yourself and find every promise you can, and present 
it as a petition and see what happens. You will see mira-
cles like you have never dreamed of.

When I look back on the times I have claimed God’s 
promises and seen Him answer in marvelous ways, it 
strengthens my faith like nothing else can. He will do 
the same for each of you, young people. He is anxiously 
waiting for you to present His promises as petitions. Let 
your minds be filled with such noble thoughts as finding 
and claiming the promises of God and remembering the 
answers to prayers in the past, and the pleasures of the 
world will disappear into nothingness. Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Pastor David Sims

As a pastor with a concern for the “lambs of the flock”, I 
wish to lead you, young people, to some green pastures 
today, to some better things to let the imagination think 
about than merely how to have fun and please yourself. 
Think about the following words with me.

“God’s promise is given as much to children and youth as 
to those of more mature age. Whenever God has given a 
promise, let the children and youth turn it into a petition, 
and beg the Lord to do those things for them in their 
experience, that he did for Jesus, his only begotten Son, 
when in human necessity he looked to God, asking for 
the things which he needed” (YI, August 23, 1894 par. 2).

Wow, did you get that? 
We can turn every prom-
ise into a petition. That 
means that we can take 
a promise and present 
it to God, asking him to 
fulfill it for us, and we 
can know and expect it 
to be answered. This is 
God’s remedy for faith-
lessness. It is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to see 
miracles in our lives! I 
have always liked to see miracles. It is exciting and lets 
me know that God really is alive and hears our prayers 
and desires to do us good. There is nothing that can 
strengthen our faith as much as personal experiences of 
seeing God answer our own prayers. I often claim this 
promise:

“For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways. 12They shall bear thee up in their 
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 13Thou 
shalt tread upon the lion and adder (poisonous snake): 
the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under 
feet” (Psalms 91:11-13).

And last week we saw a miracle. Marrah was cooking in 
the dirty kitchen after dark and it is poorly lit. On one of 
her trips out to check on food, she decided she was going 
to take a light with her. As she reached for the pot on 
the stove, she saw a movement inches from her hand as 

The Green Pasture of Promises
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conclusion on the subject.

There are at least four objects of 
Christ in assuming humanity: 1) to 
reveal the Father’s loving character 
to the universe; 2) to vindicate the 
immutability of the law while justify-
ing sinners, empowering them to be 
obedient unto death; 3) to unmask 
the deceiver and destroy his power 
and the power of sin; 4) for the saints 
to have an example of submission, 
of perfect trust in the Father, and of 
meekness to follow. Each of these 
objects were perfectly accomplished 
by Jesus in humanity. 

Pertinent Warning

“The humanity of the Son of God 
is everything to us. It is the golden 
chain that binds our souls to Christ, 
and through Christ to God. This is to 
be our study” (1SM, p. 244.1).

“When we approach this subject, 
we would do well to heed the words 
spoken by Christ to Moses at the 
burning bush, ‘Put off thy shoes from 
off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground’ [Exo-
dus 3:5].” The human nature of Christ 
deserves more than just ordinary 
investigation. There must be a sacred 
awe in dealing with the subject. “We 
should come to this study with the 
humility of a learner, with a contrite 
heart. And the study of the incarna-
tion of Christ is a fruitful field, which 
will repay the searcher who digs deep 
for hidden truth” (1SM, p. 244.1).

“In treating upon the humanity of 
Christ, you need to guard strenuous-

Differences of opinion on the sub-
ject of the humanity of Jesus Christ 
have divided the church for many 
years. Part of the disparity lies in 
the question of whether Christ took 
fallen human nature with all its lia-
bilities or human nature before the 
fall, free from all human weaknesses, 
evil propensities, and corruption. It 
is undoubtedly important to study 
this subject in the right context, to 
investigate without bias, and to seek 
to harmonize the various texts of 
Scripture with each other and with 
statements of the Testimonies.

As free moral agents, with the con-
science as the governing power to 
dictate and the holy Scripture as the 
only rule of faith, it is reasonable to 
re-evaluate with openness of mind 
a once-held view, for I believe that a 
man who re-examines his platform 
with the aid of the Spirit of God and 
the established faith is doing a great 
thing.

The following related questions 
demand discussion to serve as our 
guide as we go further. Did Christ 
take fallen human nature, and if 
so, did it corrupt Him? How did 
Christ remain pure and sinless if 
He took our fallen nature? Was His 
sinlessness derived from the original 
nature of Adam before the fall? Can 
sin be inherited, and if not, how is it 
transmitted from one generation to 
the next? How was Christ tempted 
as we are? What was the strongest 
temptation Christ was assaulted 
with, and thus relates to us? These 
questions have a definite bearing 
on our endeavor to come to a right 

Tempted As We Are

ly every assertion, lest your words 
be taken to mean more than they 
imply, and thus you lose or dim the 
clear perceptions of His humanity 
as combined with divinity.... Nev-
er, in any way, leave the slightest 
impression upon human minds that 
a taint of, or inclination to corrup-
tion rested upon Christ, or that He 
in any way yielded to corruption. 
He was tempted in all points like as 
man is tempted, yet He is called that 
holy thing. It is a mystery that is left 
unexplained to mortals that Christ 
could be tempted in all points like as 
we are, and yet be without sin. The 
incarnation of Christ has ever been, 
and will ever remain a mystery. That 
which is revealed, is for us and for 
our children, but let every human 
being be warned from the ground 
of making Christ altogether human, 
such an one as ourselves: for it can-
not be” (13MR, p. 18-19).

The Man Christ Jesus

In many passages in the New Testa-
ment, Jesus Christ is called Son of 
Man and Son of David (John 1:51, 
Luke 24:7, Mark 2:28, Matthew 
18:11, Romans 1:3). E. G. White 
states: “Christ did not make believe 
[to] take human nature; He did ver-

It is Written
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ingly careful as to how you dwell 
upon the human nature of Christ. 
Do not set Him before the people as 
a man with the propensities of sin. 
He is the second Adam. The first 
Adam was created a pure, sinless 
being, without a taint of sin upon 
him; he was in the image of God. He 
could fall, and he did fall through 
transgressing. Because of sin (Note: 
that it does not say because of just 
his sin, but because of sin.), his 
posterity was born with inherent 
propensities of disobedience. But 
Jesus Christ was the only begotten 
Son of God. He took upon Himself 
human nature, and was tempted in 
all points as human nature is tempt-
ed. He could have sinned; He could 
have fallen, but not for one moment 
was there in Him an evil propensity” 
(13MR, p. 18.1).

We can be free also of these inher-
ent and cultivated evil propensities. 
“We must learn of Christ. We must 
know what He is to those He has 
ransomed. We must realize that 
through belief in Him it is our priv-
ilege to be partakers of the divine 
nature, and so escape the corruption 
that is in the world through lust. 
Then we are cleansed from all sin, 
all defects of character. We need 
not retain one sinful propensity….” 
(AG, p. 235.4).

And notice that “taint/propensity 
of sin” differs from individual to 
individual. “The sins of the parents 
will be visited upon their children, 
because the parents (who have 
indulged the animal passions – see 
context) have given them the stamp 
of their own lustful propensities” 
(RH, September 19, 1899 par. 7). 
Every child is not born with lustful 
propensities. Children are not all 
born with the same propensities. 
It depends on the sins of the par-
ents. But because someone does 
not have certain propensities, or 

called the Son of man and a Man of 
sorrows acquainted with grief (Isa-
iah 53:3). There is a specific reason 
why He took our human nature by 
heredity, for He cannot be a member 
of the human family without under-
going that process. In this, we must 
bear in mind that Christ Jesus is a 
partaker of our human nature. “In 

our humanity, Christ was to redeem 
Adam’s failure.... For four thousand 
years the race had been decreasing 
in physical strength, in mental pow-
er, and in moral worth; and Christ 
took upon Him the infirmities of de-
generate humanity” (DA, p. 117.1).

“The human nature of Christ was 
like unto ours, and suffering was 
more keenly felt by Him; for His 
spiritual nature was free from every 
taint of sin” (ST, December 9, 1897, 
par. 4). Some have stumbled over 
the phrase: “His spiritual nature 
was free from every taint of sin.” It 
is true that in this respect He was 
different from us and placed in the 
position Adam was placed in.“But 
our Saviour took humanity, with all 
its liabilities. He took the nature of 
man, with the possibility of yielding 
to temptation. We have nothing to 
bear which He has not endured” 
(DA, p. 117.2). And we can be free 
from every taint of sin also.  “‘Learn 
of me,’ is the Saviour’s command. 
Yes, learn of Him how to live the 
Christ life—a life pure and holy, free 
from any taint of sin....”  {HP 183.3}

Taint of sin is also equated with pro-
pensity of sin. “Be careful, exceed-

ily take it. He did in reality possess 
human nature. ‘As the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the 
same’ [Hebrews 2:14]. He was the 
son of Mary; He was of the seed of 
David according to human descent. 
He is declared to be a man, even the 
Man Christ Jesus” (1SM, p. 247.1).

To emphasize: In the phrase, 
“[Christ] did verily take it… [and] 
did in reality possess human nature,” 
E. G. W. wanted us to understand 
that Christ became human. Yet, 
while Christ took human nature, 
His divinity was perfectly combined, 
both human and divine, in His per-
sonality. This is our starting point. 
Jesus Christ, the begotten Son of 
God, emptied Himself of His glory. 
He clothed His divinity with hu-
manity that He might touch human-
ity, that His physical and personal 
presence might be among us, Em-
manuel—God with us—the Word 
was made flesh and dwelt among 
us. He was acquainted with all our 
trials, our sorrows, and weaknesses. 
Because He became one of us, He is 
a Friend of sinners.

“It would have been an almost 
infinite humiliation for the Son of 
God to take man’s nature, even when 
Adam stood in his innocence in 
Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity 
when the race had been weakened 
by four thousand years of sin. Like 
every child of Adam, He accepted 
the results of the working of the 
great law of heredity.... He came 
with such a heredity to share our 
sorrows and temptations, and to 
give us the example of a sinless life” 
(DA, p. 48.6).

God is the author of all laws in 
nature, including the law of hered-
ity. Christ accepted it and was not 
ashamed to call us His brethren 
(Hebrews 2:11), and by that, He was 
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of Christ, but the work of Christ in 
redeeming Adam’s failure to stand 
the test of loyalty to God. “In He-
brews 2:17, it says, “Wherefore in all 
things it behoved him to be made 

like unto his brethren.” If Jesus did 
not have in His human nature the 
same promptings to sin that human-
ity has, how could He sympathize 
with our infirmities and struggles? 
How could He be an example and 
how could He answer Satan’s accu-
sation about God’s justice and “show 
in the controversy with Satan that 
man, as God created him, connected 
with the Father and the Son, could 
obey every divine requirement” 
(1SM, p. 253.4)? “In the fullness 
of time He was to be revealed in 
human form. He was to take His 
position at the head of humanity by 
taking the nature but not the sinful-
ness of man” (ST, May 29, 1901).

Christ’s humanity was like unto 
ours. He took man’s fallen nature 
and redeemed Adam’s failure. We 
must be settled on this. We should 
not equate fallen nature to sinful-
ness, for these are two different 
things. Many fail to realize that 
sinfulness is the demonstration of 
sin. Christ did not have it. He has 
no propensities of sin even for one 
moment. We delight in sinfulness. 
In contrast, Christ hates sin with a 
perfect hatred. “Not a single thought 
or feeling responded to temptation” 
(5T, p. 421.2). Christ assumed the 
human nature that was available 
in His age, in the likeness of sin-
ful flesh, yet not the sinfulness of 
man.“As the sinless One, His nature 

Men fail to realize that our sins 
caused the divine personality of Je-
sus to be marred, to be changed for 
eternity. But while it was by inher-
itance that Jesus took sinful fallen 

human nature, it was by imputation 
that He took our sins. In spite of 
Jesus’ abhorrence of sin because of 
His purity and holiness, He has been 
made to be sin for us (2 Corinthians 
5:21). It was by imputation that He 
took our sins and bore our sorrows. 
“And the LORD hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). 
He was called “the Lamb of GOD, 
which taketh away sins of the world” 
(John 1:29). Sin cannot be inherited; 
He took our sins by imputation. In 
the same way, we are made righ-
teous not by works or inheritance, 
but through the imputation of the 
righteous life of Christ.

Some misunderstand the follow-
ing statement: “He began where 
the first Adam began” (YI, June 2, 
1898). They understand from this 
that during Christ’s incarnation, He 
possessed Adam’s nature prior to 
the fall as the reason for His sin-
lessness. But the statement does not 
say this. We have already seen that 
He possessed fallen sinful nature, 
degraded by 4000 years of sin. It is 
unreasonable to think the author is 
contradicting herself if she is speak-
ing by the holy Spirit. If they would 
just take the time to read the next 
sentence (“Willingly he passed over 
the ground where Adam fell, and 
redeemed Adam’s failure.”) and the 
whole article, they would see that 
the subject is not the exalted nature 

because someone has such a good 
inheritance from his parents that 
we see no visible propensities, no 
one would say he had a different 
nature than someone else. Those 
that are born to godly parents have 
some advantages, but to attribute 
that to a different nature would not 
be correct. Christ was born with 
no evil propensities, and He had a 
divine Father. But does that make 
His human nature that He received 
by inheritance from Eve different 
than ours?

“Christ’s perfect humanity is the 
same that man may have through 
connection with Christ. As God, 
Christ could not be tempted any 
more than He was not tempted 
from His allegiance in heaven. But 
as Christ humbled Himself to the 
nature of man, He could be tempted. 
He had not taken on Him even the 
nature of the angels, but humanity, 
perfectly identical with our own 
nature, except without the taint of 
sin. A human body, a human mind, 
with all the peculiar properties, He 
was bone, brain, and muscle. A man 
of our flesh, He was compassed 
with the weakness of humanity. The 
circumstances of His life were of 
that character that He was exposed 
to all the inconveniences that belong 
to men, not in wealth, not in ease, 
but in poverty and want and humil-
iation. He breathed the very air man 
must breathe. He trod our earth as 
man. He had reason, conscience, 
memory, will, and affections of the 
human soul which was united with 
His divine nature” (16MR, p. 181.4).

“Jesus also told them that they 
would have a part to act, to be with 
Him and at different times strength-
en Him; that He would take man’s 
fallen nature, and His strength 
would not be even equal with theirs” 
(SR, p. 43.2).

“Through belief in Him it is our privilege to be partakers of the di-
vine nature.... Then we are cleansed from all sin, all defects of char-
acter. We need not retain one sinful propensity.” (AG, p. 235.4).
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parents transmit their own charac-
teristics, mental and physical, their 
dispositions and appetites, to their 
children. As the result of parental 
intemperance children often lack 
physical strength and mental and 
moral power. Liquor drinkers and 
tobacco users may, and do, trans-
mit their insatiable craving, their 
inflamed blood and irritable nerves, 
to their children. The licentious 
often bequeath their unholy desires, 
and even loathsome diseases, as a 
legacy to their offspring. And as the 
children have less power to resist 
temptation than had the parents, the 
tendency is for each generation to 
fall lower and lower. To a great de-
gree parents are responsible not only 
for the violent passions and pervert-
ed appetites of their children but for 
the infirmities of the thousands born 
deaf, blind, diseased, or idiotic” (PP, 
p. 561.2).

This was how our nature became 
corrupt and our sin contagious, 
how we are bent to do contrary to 
righteousness and holiness and are 
predominated by evil propensities. 
And this condition is so malignant 
that it demanded the death of the 
Son of God in order for us to be free. 
The process was through mind-on-
mind influences, not by the direct 
result of the fall as the majority 
suppose. Furthermore, there must 
be a gradual process of our deteri-
oration to corruption by incessant 
repetition of a determined action 
that forms habit, and from habit to 
character, and becomes part of our 
being. Nature is where the character 
is derived, the basis of action. When 
the nature is perverted, without a 
power which is divine, the character 
flows in the same current. Therefore, 
“because of sin [Adam’s] posterity 
was born with inherent propensities 
of disobedience” (SDA Commen-
tary, vol. 5, 1128).

iour if He were also defiled. We are 
not to question how it happened for 
that is beyond our comprehension, 
and it is not our business to do. Only 
that which is revealed is for us and 
for our children.

Transmission of Sin from One 
Generation to the Next

This must be considered in order to 
realize how sin continuously travers-
es from one generation to the next 
without interruption, though we 
know that sin cannot be inherited 
by birth (Ezekiel 18:20). What then 
is the medium of sin? How does it 
spread like wild fire? This statement 
from E. G. White will help us to 
understand this matter.

“To a large degree Satan has suc-
ceeded in the execution of his plans. 
Through the medium of influence, 
taking advantage of the action of 
mind on mind, he prevailed on 
Adam to sin. Thus at its very source 
human nature was corrupted. And 
ever since then sin has continued its 
hateful work, reaching from mind to 
mind. Every sin committed awakens 
the echoes of the original sin” (RH, 
April 16, 1901, par. 5).

At the outset of man’s existence, man 
was to bear God’s image both in out-
ward resemblance and in character. 
His nature was in harmony with the 
will of God. His mind was capable 
of comprehending divine things. But 
sin took advantage of the power of 
influence, being transmitted through 
the medium of mind to mind, and 
our nature became corrupted as the 
result.

How does the influence of the 
parents lead their children to do the 
same things they do?

“And fathers as well as mothers are 
involved in this responsibility. Both 

recoiled from evil” (2T, p. 202). “Ev-
ery sin, every discord, every defiling 
lust that transgression had brought, 
was torture to His spirit” (DA, p. 
111.4). 

As for Christ, “He was born with-
out a taint of sin, but came into the 
world in like manner as the human 
family. He did not have a mere 
semblance of a body, but He took 
human nature, participating in the 
life of humanity” (13LtMs, Lt. 97, 
1898, par. 11).

Though He was born without a taint 
of sin, His humanity was not dif-
ferent from what we now possess. 
These statements should not be 
understood in a way that contradicts 
everything else E. G. W. wrote on 
the subject. Statements on wheth-
er Christ took Adam’s pre-fall or 
post-fall nature will not draw a line 
between us if we will study them 
in context and seek to harmonize 
all the statements instead of taking 
some and disregarding others. We 
are admonished to accept the plain 
statement of the inspired words. Yes! 
We need the truth, the truth that 
sanctifies—Christ took our human 
nature.

Do not be confused about sinfulness 
and fallen nature. E. G. White was 
not contradicting herself; she knew 
what both mean. Many manipulate 
her words by their interpretation, 
obscuring the meaning instead of 
explaining it. We must accept the 
plain words. Christ took our fallen 
human nature but not the sinfulness 
of man, for He could not be our Sav-
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divine power. By a word, by a look, 
He could compel His persecutors 
to confess that He was Lord above 
kings and rulers, priest and tem-
ple. But it was His difficult task to 
keep the position He had chosen as 
one with humanity” (DA, p. 700). 
“Christ was put to the closest test, 
requiring the strength of all His 
faculties to resist the inclination 
when in danger, to use His power to 
deliver Himself from peril, and tri-
umph over the power of the prince 
of darkness” (7BC, p. 930.2).

Temptation only exists when there is 
a powerful influence to do a wrong 
action. “But every man is tempted 
when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed” (James 1:14). 
“Temptation is resisted when man is 
powerfully influenced to do a wrong 
action and knowing that he can do 
it, resists, by faith, with a firm hold 
upon divine power” (YI, July 20, 
1899). We cannot exercise divine 
power to escape contempt and per-
secution as Christ, however, we are 
tempted to respond with our human 
natures when brought into trial.

“Of the bitterness that falls to the lot 
of humanity, there was no part that 
Christ did not taste” (DA, p. 88.2). 
Though Christ was surrounded with 
every besetting evil influence, He 
remained pure and undefiled; His 
mind was not corrupted. His sin-
lessness, however, was not a result of 
taking the human nature of Adam 
before the fall, but rather by yielding 
His will to the divine, in encoun-
tering every subtle approach of the 
tempter with persistent resistance. 
“Jesus revealed no qualities, and 
exercised no power, that men may 
not have through faith in Him. His 
perfect humanity is that which all 
His followers may possess, if they 
will be in subjection to God as He 
was” (DA, p. 664.4).

Christ’s Temptations and Our 
Temptations

Christ took our infirmities but not 
our passions

“And the child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: 
and the grace of God was upon him” 
(Luke 2:40). “Sinless and exalted by 
nature, He consented to take the 
habiliments of humanity, to become 
one with the fallen race” (ST, April 
25, 1892). “He was a mighty peti-
tioner, not possessing the passions 
of our human, fallen natures, but 
compassed with like infirmities, 
tempted in all points even as we are” 
(2T, p. 509).

“He is a brother in our infirmities, 
but not in possessing like passion. 
As the sinless One, His nature re-
coiled from evil” (2T, p. 201.2).

Christ hated sin with a perfect 
hatred. How could He be tempted 
to do evil when the “refined sen-
sibilities of His holy nature ren-
dered contact with evil unspeak-
ably painful to him” (RH, Nov. 8, 
1887)?

Satan tried hard to tempt Christ 
in many ways, unceasingly, every 
moment. His experience in the 
wilderness, in Gethsemane, and 
on Calvary, shows us of the de-
termined assault of the enemy of 
righteousness upon Christ. Christ 
was incalculably at a disadvantage in 
the conflict. Satan desperately tried 
to cause Christ to selfishly use His 
divine power to prove that He was 
God. If He was led to do so, the plan 
of salvation for the world would be a 
complete failure.

“Thus when Christ was treated with 
contempt, there came to Him a 
strong temptation to manifest His 

Some stumble over the following 
statement: “These dear children 
received from Adam an inheritance 
of disobedience, of guilt and death. 
The Lord has given to the world 
Jesus Christ, and His work was to 
restore to the world the moral image 
of God in man, and to reshape the 
character” (13MR 14.1). It seems 
at first glance that this statement is 
saying that man inherits guilt and 
death. But notice that disobedience 
is also said to be inherited, but no 
one would contend that one person 
can literally obey or not for another. 

Disobedience is not literally 
inherited, but the tendency to 
disobey is. And that disobedi-
ence leads to guilt and death. 

This explanation is in perfect har-
mony with the context. Notice the 
statement a little further in the same 
letter. “Because of sin, his posterity 
was born with inherent propensities 
of disobedience” (13MR 18.1).

This is opposite to the Augustinian 
concept of inherited guilt and sin. 
We choose and decide for ourselves, 
but customarily, our decisions are 
prompted by influences around us 
and are according to the principles 
we receive. Influences in the home, 
in schools, churches, and cultures, 
all have a contributing element to 
our nature.

Christ was taught by Mary. He 
learned the things of God through 
nature and through God the Fa-
ther Himself by the agencies of His 
Spirit. The mystery of His triumph 
against the moment-by-moment 
temptations was written as a sacred 
history for our good. He firmly held 
His human nature in subjection to 
the influences of His divine nature. 
Influence has a power either for life 
or for condemnation.



22 T H E  1889 R E V I E W  |  I S S U E  04 |  S E P T E M B E R  2021

means of which his temptations 
assert their power” (GC, p. 623.1).

Through our old habits, Satan sets 
traps, which may be through cir-
cumstances or people, so the nat-
ural response becomes a habitual 
response. Then, Satan accuses us of 
that response, making a list of our 
failures, and uses it as a proof that 
God’s justification has no power 
in our lives. This is one of Satan’s 
tactics to defeat us. He knows well 
how God loves us and grants us His 
divine nature. And Satan has no 
power to prevent it but tries to cause 
us to live according to our old habits 
and to reveal our acquired evil 
nature until we decide to give up the 
faith and live the life of despondency 
and doubt.

As long as we are still here on earth, 
Satan will not stop tempting us, just 
as he did not stop tempting Christ. 
All the way to Calvary, Satan des-
perately tempted Christ to manifest 
His natural divine nature. “And the 
people stood beholding. And the 
rulers also with them derided him, 
saying, He saved others; let him save 
himself, if he be Christ, the chosen 
of God” (Luke 23:35).

Can you see that Satan is tempting 
the saints in the exact manner he 
tempted Christ?

Conclusion

As the sin bearer and priest and 
representative of man before God, 
Christ entered into the life of hu-
manity, bearing our flesh and blood. 
The life is in the living, vital current 
of blood, which blood was given for 
the life of the world. Christ made a 
full atonement, giving His life as a 
ransom for us. Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Jessmar Engcoy

form a righteous character by obedi-
ence to God’s law. But he failed to do 
this, and because of his sin our na-
tures are fallen and we cannot make 
ourselves righteous” (SC, p. 62).

Character in the similitude of 
Christ must be formed after we re-
ceive justification, since only at this 
stage can we possibly attain it.
“Character is revealed, not by oc-
casional good deeds and occasion-
al misdeeds, but by the tendency 
of the habitual words and acts” 
(SC, p. 57.2). That is why “there 
is no such thing as instantaneous 
sanctification” (SL, p. 10). Just as 
Adam was given opportunity for 
development and perfection of 
character after He was created per-
fect, God has given us ample time 
of probation for the development 
of character, beyond the time of 
our justification, beyond the point 
of our receiving a new nature, 
“unto the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 
4:13). This is a promise to those 
who will keep the faith.
Going back to a question above, 
revising a little to clarify, what does 
this have to do with how Satan 
tempts us?

“Satan showed his knowledge of the 
weak points of the human heart, and 
put forth his utmost power to take 
advantage of the weakness of the hu-
manity” (RH, April 1, 1875, par. 3). 
“Satan finds in human hearts some 
point where he can gain a foothold; 
some sinful desire is cherished, by 

We are human, and Christ took our 
nature in its infinite humiliation. 
“Thou madest him a little lower than 
the angels; thou crownedst him with 
glory and honour, and didst set him 
over the works of thy hands: But 
we see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels for the suf-
fering of death, crowned with glory 
and honour; that He by the grace 
of God should taste death for every 
man” (Hebrews 2:7, 9). If Christ in 
becoming man was made lower than 
the angels, what was His advantage 
against the wisdom of the fallen 
angels? In His humanity, nothing! 

“It was a difficult task for the Prince 
of life to carry out the plan which 
He had undertaken for the salvation 
of man, in clothing His divinity with 
humanity. He had received honor in 
the heavenly courts, and was famil-
iar with absolute power. It was as 
difficult for Him to keep the level of 
humanity as for men to rise above 
the low level of their depraved na-
tures, and be partakers of the divine 
nature” (7BC, p. 930.1).

This is our continual battle where we 
all have our difficulties, to rise above 
our depraved natures and partake of 
the divine nature.

Once we give ourselves to Christ 
through repentance, confession, 
and baptism, we are born again 
into newness of life. Christ justi-
fied us and reconciled us to God by 
His blood (Romans 3:24, 5:9-11). 
Justification is a work of God, in a 
moment for us. We receive righ-
teousness and holiness as a free gift. 
Faith is the Spiritual hand that will 
grab it to be ours.

But we need not stop here. Adam 
had something to develop in his 
character prior to the fall. “It was 
possible for Adam, before the fall, to 

A new nature is given at jus-
tification, but a sanctified 
character needs time to be 
perfected—a lifetime.
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Into the Garden

“When the Lord placed our first parents in the garden 
of Eden, it was with the injunction that they “dress it” 
and “keep it.” God had finished His work of creation, 
and had pronounced all things very good. Everything 
was adapted to the end for which it was made. While 
Adam and Eve obeyed God, their labors in the garden 
were a pleasure; the earth yielded of its abundance for 
their wants. But when man departed from his obedi-
ence to God, he was doomed to wrestle with the seeds 
of Satan’s sowing, and to earn his bread by the sweat of 
his brow. Henceforth he must battle in toil and hard-
ship against the power to which he had yielded his 
will” (FE, p. 512.5).

But even though the curse was pronounced, if we are 
faithful in our labor, there is still yield in store for us. 
One aspect of the labor required of us is to prepare the 
soil. One way we can do that is through composting.

Benefits of Composting

•	 Enriches the soil
•	 Helps retain moisture in the soil
•	 Suppresses plant diseases and pests
•	 Reduces the need for chemical fertilizers
•	 Encourages the production of beneficial bacteria 

and fungi that break down organic matter to create 
humus, a rich, nutrient-filled material

•	 Reduces methane emissions from landfills and 
lowers your carbon footprint

Here’s what you need:

1. Carbon-rich “brown” materials like fallen leaves, 
pine straw, dead flowers from your garden and 
shredded newspaper (use only black and white, no 
color pictures)

2. Nitrogen-rich “green” materials like grass clippings, 
plant-based kitchen waste (vegetable peelings and 
fruit rinds but no meat scraps), or barnyard animal 
manure (even though its color is usually brown, it’s 
full of nitrogen like the other “green” stuff)

3. A shovelful or two of garden soil

Composting in Gardening

Here’s what to do:

1. Start by spreading a several inch-
thick layer of coarse, dry brown 
stuff like pine straw, cornstalks or 
leaves, where you want to build 
your pile.

2. Top that with several inches of 
green stuff. 

3. Add a thin layer of soil.
4. Add a layer of brown stuff.
5. Moisten the three layers.
6. Continue layering green stuff and 

brown stuff with a little soil mixed 
in until the pile is 3 feet high. (If 
it takes a while before you have 
enough material to build the pile 
that high, don’t worry! Just keep 
adding to the pile until it gets to at 
least 3 feet high.)

7. Every couple of weeks, use a gar-
den fork or shovel to turn the pile, 
moving the stuff at the center of 
the pile to the outside and working 
the stuff on the outside to the cen-
ter of the pile. Keep the pile moist 
but not soggy. When you first turn 
the pile, you may see steam rising 
from it. This is a sign that the pile is heating up as a 
result of the materials in it decomposing. If you turn 
the pile every couple of weeks and keep it moist, you 
will see earthworms throughout the pile and the center 
of the pile turning into black, crumbly, sweet-smelling 
soil.

8. When you have enough finished compost in the pile to 
use in your garden, shovel out the finished compost and 
start your next pile with any material that hasn’t fully 
decomposed in the previous one.

If you enjoy what you are doing, you will not feel tired. 
Happy gardening! Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Samuel Villaver



To the Young

family were together Mrs. White in-
quired about her missing net, but no 
one gave any indication of knowing 
where it was.

“A day or so later when Mrs. White 
was passing through the girl’s room, 
a voice said, “Open that trunk.” 
Because the trunk was not hers, she 
did not wish to do so. At the second 
command she recognized the voice 
as that of the angel. When she lifted 
the lid, she saw why the angel had 
spoken, for there was her net. When 
the family met again Mrs. White 
again asked about the net, stating 
that it could not disappear by itself. 
No one spoke up, so Mrs. White did 
not pursue the matter.

“A few days later while Mrs. White 
was resting from her writing, she 
was given a very short vision. She 
saw the hand of a girl lower a hair-
net into a kerosene lamp. When the 
net touched the flame it was gone 
in a flash of fire. That was the end of 
the vision.

“When the family were next togeth-
er, Mrs. White again pressed the 
matter of the disappearance of the 
hairnet, but still there was no con-
fession, and no one seemed to know 
of its whereabouts. Then a little 
later Mrs. White called this young 
woman aside, told her of the voice 
and what she saw in the trunk, and 
then related the very short vision in 
which she saw the hairnet burn over 
the lamp. With this information 
before her, the girl confessed taking 
the net, and burning it lest she be 

Hello dear children of God! How are 
you doing spiritually on a daily basis? 
Let us give ourselves a little time to 
think on this question: “Am I faithful 
to God daily even in the little things?” 
Yes, we should also be mindful of 
the little things because God says in 
Luke 16:10, “He that is faithful in that 
which is least is faithful also in much: 
and he that is unjust in the least is 
unjust also in much.” 

Do you know why we also need to be 
mindful of our faithfulness or un-
faithfulness in little things? Because 
most complicated circumstances 
begin small. A great fire starts from a 
spark and when neglected, may burn a 
house or a wide swath. The same with 
disobedience in a small thing, or “lit-
tle” sins. If these are not corrected at 
the beginning, they will lead to even 
greater sins.

I would like to share with you a cir-
cumstance in the past that shows that 
God regards even the little things.

“Mrs. White lived close to Healdsburg 
College. Several young women stayed 
in her home while they attended 
school. It was the custom at that time 
to wear a simple net over the head so 
as to keep the hair neat and orderly 
throughout the day. One day while 
passing through Mrs. White’s room, 
one of the girls saw a well-made hair-
net that she wanted. Thinking that it 
would not be missed, she took it and 
put it in the top of her trunk. A little 
later while dressing to go out, Mrs. 
White missed her net and had to do 
without it. In the evening when the 

Little Things
detected. She made the matter right 
with Mrs. White and with the Lord.

“We may think that this is a very 
small matter for God to bother 
about—just a hairnet. But it was a 
matter of much greater importance 
than the value of the object stolen. 
Here was a young woman… She felt 
she was all right, but she did not see 
the defects in her own character. 
She did not see the selfishness there, 
which led her to steal and deceive. 
Now when she realized how im-
portant the little things are—that 
God would give a vision to his busy 
messenger here on earth just about 
a hairnet—this young woman began 
to see matters in their true light” 
(Counsels for the Church, pp. 24-
25).

The Lord wants us to be faithful 
even in the little things because 
through this, our characters will 
be molded. And when the bigger 
temptations come, we will not be 
overcome, for we have been molded 
by the grace of God to be faithful. I 
pray that each of us will be faithful 
and obedient. Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Yeyen Batasin
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Ingredients:

1 cup quick cooking oats or slightly processed rolled oats
1/2 cup grated fresh coconut
1/2 cup mashed ripe bananas
1/2 cup raisins (or any dried fruits)
1/2 cup nuts of your choice (optional)
1/8 tsp salt

Directions:

1. Grate some mature coconut meat.
2. Mash the bananas.
3. Preheat oven to 180 °C. 
4. Line a baking pan with parchment paper or better yet, banana leaf.
5. Stir all of the ingredients together and mix well.
6. You can divide the batter in cookie sizes to make cookies or just press all of it 

in a baking pan to make bars or squares.
7. Bake for 15-20 mins or until slightly browned.
8. Let cool on the baking pan for 10 mins before transferring to wire racks. We 

usually don’t do this because we eat it right after it comes out. 

Notes:

	▶ The fresh coconut will give it a very fragrant flavor, so this ingredient is a 
must.

	▶ Depending on the size and thickness of the cookies/bars, they may need a little 
bit more or less baking time. Keep an eye on the color as an indication.

	▶ You may also try substituting other fruits for the bananas. I tried it once with 
papayas. They are not as sweet, but the papaya color and flavor is refreshing if 
you love papayas. You can also do half of each. Just take note that the texture 
may change with different fruits, but it is definitely worth an experiment.

W R I T T E N  BY  Samaritana Malinay

Healthy Options

Sugarless 
Sweet 
Bakes
Sweets are sometimes 
hard to resist espe-
cially if you have a 
sweet tooth like me. 
But the good news 
is that you can ac-
tually make sweet 
treats without using 
sugar or any artificial 
sweeteners. Thanks 
to natural sweet fruits 
like bananas! You’ll 
never need a scoop 
of refined sweeteners 
for your baked goods 
anymore.

Here is a very easy 
cookie/bar recipe that 
you can bake as is or 
use as a base recipe for 
your own version of 
cookies or bars. While 
there are tons of simi-
lar recipes online, I am 
here using the most 
available ingredients 
in Philippines particu-
larly in farm kitchens.
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