
asking a health care professional if 
they might pose a threat to his health. 
It is a legitimate question since it is 
an invasive procedure, and sticking 
something inside your body regularly 
ought to raise some concern.

More and more evidence is being re-
vealed that the swab tests themselves 
are indeed a genuine threat to our 
health in a number of ways.

1. There is the danger that the tester 
will apply too much pressure and 
cause unnecessary damage to the 
mucus membrane and the nerves.

2. Some individuals have a damaged 
cribriform plate of the ethmoid bone. 
This may have been caused by infec-

It seems that the assaults on our 
health are endless these days and 
from every quarter, so it is vital to 
stay informed. Besides the danger 
from the virus in the current pan-
demic, we have seen that there is a 
real threat to our health from the 
vaccines. But in avoiding the vac-
cines, many are subject to continued 
swab tests to work, to travel, or even 
to avoid arrest. In some places in 
China, people are being subjected 
daily to these swab tests. I read a 
communication online from Hong 
Kong where a pilot stated that he 
was being required to take swab tests 
every couple of days. He has already 
received around 200 of these. He was 
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tion or disease, surgery or malfor-
mation. If the tester does not insert 
the swab at the proper angle, it could 
puncture the membrane protecting 
the brain, causing leakage of the 
cerebral spinal fluid and exposing 
the brain to life threatening brain 
infections and damage.1 It is possible 
that you could have a compromised 
bone and be unaware of it. I had a 
recurring toothache which I final-
ly had removed, and then it was 
discovered that I had three holes in 
the bone between my mouth and the 
sinus cavity that had been created by 
chronic infection of either the sinus-
es or the teeth. I had been unaware 
of that.

3. There is a danger of exposure 
to toxic, cancer-causing chemicals. 
There are various manufacturers of 
the swabs, but one common chem-
ical found on the swabs is ethylene 
oxide which is used to sterilize 
them. This is a chemical which caus-
es DNA damage and thus cancer, 
etc. The mucous membrane right 
next to the brain is a particularly 
dangerous place for a carcinogenic 
chemical to be. Since Ethylene oxide 
is a gas, only very small amounts re-

main on the product. However, it is 
very toxic even in minute amounts.  
“Specification (when used on the 
finished product): Ethylene oxide: 
1 µg/g.”2 Note that this is not the 
limitation on amount ingested, but 
the amount to remain on a product, 
such as a container, that is not meant 
to be inside a human being. Yet this 
is being inserted into a warm moist 
area right next to the brain. The ef-
fects are accumulative, and this test 
is being required frequently—week-
ly or even daily for some people and 
in contact with injured and exposed 
tissue. Thus, while one or a few tests 
may not pose a significant risk, it 
would be ignorance to ignore the 
risk of repeated exposure in this 
manner.

There are some reports of other tox-
ins as well, but we will not mention 
them since we have been unable to 
verify the information yet.

4. For the swab test to work, it has 
to be able to actually tear off micro-
scopic bits of flesh from the nasal 
mucosa. To better facilitate this, they 
use abrasive material for the swabs 

(depending on the manufacturer), 
such as nylon, carbon, fiberglass, 
and nano particles of metals, such 
as aluminum, titanium, silver, etc.3  
The tester also must exert enough 
pressure to create the injury. When 
injured, it is then exposed to infec-
tive agents, which can cause sinus 
infections, and can even then travel 
to the lungs causing respiratory 
infections, or up the nerve through 
the bone, and into the brain causing 
life-threatening brain inflamma-
tion. Furthermore, these fibers and 
non-fibers can be as harmful as 
asbestos (a known carcinogen) when 
they get dislodged into the mucosa. 
And nano particles can travel up the 
olfactory nerves into the brain and 
cause damage.4

5. There is also the danger that the 
tester will not insert the swab at a 
0-30 angle from horizontal and thus 
cause injury to the olfactory nerve. 
This has the potential not only to 
cause loss of smell but even far more 
serious problems.

6. The olfactory nerve and the 
trigeminal nerves are the only two 
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orientation, 
movement, 
memory, de-
cision-mak-
ing, hunger, 
alertness, 
conscious-
ness, tem-
perature, 
navigation, 
emotions, be-
havior). And 
“the mucosa 
of the naso-
pharyngeal 
cavity is damaged irrespective of the 
angle at which the swab is inserted 
at so long as it is inserted as deeply 
and rotated as vigorously as required 
by the PCR testing procedure.”9

These are just some of the ways that 
the swab tests are causing harm. If 
you are being asked to take a swab 
test for some privilege like travel or 
work, try requesting them to allow 
you to present a blood test. If that 
does not work, it might lengthen 
your life to back out of your desired 
privilege and refuse the test. Ω

passages in the cranium through 
which viruses and bacteria can move 
from nose to brain. The olfactory 
nerve is the only cranial nerve that 
has stem cells which enable it to 
continually regenerate throughout 
life. By periodically damaging the 
olfactory nerve, it will lose its ability 
to regenerate. This nerve’s fascicles 
are phagocytic, engulfing bacteria, 
and they alert the brain about pos-
sible pathogens that need to be met. 
The effects of damage to the olfac-
tory nerves can affect a wide range 
of body systems, even the behav-
ior.5 “The olfactory nerve and bulb 
neurons both have a life span of four 
to eight months,”6 so when it loses 
its ability to regenerate, a first line of 
defense for the brain from infectious 
agents is removed. This is possibly 
one reason why “research shows that 
once the olfactory ensheathing cells 
lose their ability to regenerate the 
chance of dying within five years is 
four times higher in adults 57 to 85 
years old. Olfactory function is thus 
one of the strongest predictors of 
5-year mortality...”7

When an injury to the nerve occurs, 
it becomes susceptible to infection, 
and even popping a pimple, pluck-
ing a nose hair, or even scratching 
the inner lining of the nose while 
nose-picking can trigger bacterial 
infections that affect the brain and 
can become life-threatening.

7. If the swab test is done at the 
correct angle, 0-30 degrees from 
horizontal, the swab can touch the 
trigeminal nerve, which could affect 
the sense of taste and even sight. To 
damage the sense of taste, sight, or 
smell, it is not necessary to actually 
cause damage to the olfactory or tri-
geminal nerves, “it need only irritate 
the mucosa of the nasopharyngeal 
cavity, since the two are closely 
interrelated, which could also affect 
the entire limbic system”8 (con-
trolling: sleep, fatigue, cognition, 
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Living for Jesus

A prophecy spoken by Christ about the condition of 
the world before His second coming is that “the love of 
many shall wax cold” (Matthew 24:12). Today, we see 
and experience its fulfillment not only in the world but, 
sadly, even in our homes and churches. It is a heartbreak-
ing truth to see dear ones reject or disdain you “because 
iniquity… abound[s]” in the heart.

“Because iniquity shall abound” (Matthew 24:12). Like 
in the days of old, truth will divide and cause sons and 
daughters to be estranged from fathers and mothers, and 
turn friends to enemies. A sin-loving generation, “tram-
pling upon the law, and despising the atonement” (PP, p. 
85.6) would not tolerate the tenderest ties in exchange 
for their darling sins. A proud heart would not listen to 
heaven’s appeals. 

To this world darkened with sin, the love that streams 
from Calvary is a light that shines through and pene-
trates. With this light shining in our faces, as Christians, 
we may go forth to reveal it to those in darkness.

But many times, professed Christians today, even those 
with Bible truth, extinguish the light of the Saviour’s 
love by their own cold and hateful characters. While 
truth is spoken, it is in tones and words like sharpened 
arrows that wound the heart instead of a two-edged 
sword that pierces the soul. With our hearts unrenewed 
by divine grace, we deny Christ instead of confess Him. 
“By evil-speaking, …by conformity to the world, …by 
uncourteous behavior… by loving our own opinions and 
by seeking to maintain and justify self ” (3T, p. 331.3) we 
deny instead of acknowledge the loving Saviour. 

To the entreaty of a haughty rabbi who came to Him in 
distress for his little daughter lay at the point of death, 
Christ readily complied. His loving heart did not recall 
the haughtiness, the painful words or his malicious heart, 

but lent an ear to His appeals. To the woman whose 
sin made her worthy to be stoned to death, His forgiv-
ing heart proclaimed, “Neither do I condemn thee: go, 
and sin no more” (John 8:11). “Christian love is slow to 
censure, quick to discern penitence, ready to forgive, to 
encourage, to set the wanderer in the path of holiness, 
and to stay his feet therein” (DA, p. 462.4).

As Christ’s representatives among men, we are to exem-
plify His character in our daily life and win souls to Him. 
“Our influence upon others depends not so much upon 
what we say as upon what we are. Men may combat and 
defy our logic, they may resist our appeals; but a life of 
disinterested love is an argument they cannot gainsay. A 
consistent life, characterized by the meekness of Christ, 
is a power in the world” (DA, p. 141.5).

No other life, but that of Christ, can illuminate the 
darkened corners of a sinful world and brighten a heart 

dimmed by sin. “In him was life; 
and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shineth in dark-
ness; and the darkness compre-
hended it not” (John 1:4 -5). No 
better argument can break the 
barriers of prejudice, of hatred, 
of sin, for “the strongest argu-

ment in favor of the gospel is a loving and lovable Chris-
tian” (MH, p. 470.1). Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Samaritana Malinay

A Loving, Lovable Christian

"Christian love is slow to censure, quick to discern penitence, ready 
to forgive, to encourage, to set the wanderer in the path of holiness, 
and to stay his feet therein” (DA, p. 462.4).
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A New Beginning
R E P O R T  BY  Pastor Allen Stump

An evening devotional was given by Brother Todd 
Brown, entitled “Beyond the Casual Observer.” You may 
watch the presentation at this link: https://youtu.be/Uilu-
W4g37Fo.

The first meeting was called to order after sundown on 
March 12 by Pastor Allen Stump at the Smyrna Chapel.

After a season of prayer, the evening was spent discussing 
the proposed charter and bylaws, with no change being 
voted at that time. The proposed charter and bylaws were 
drafted after the model of the Philippines 1889 HSDA 
Church so as to keep as much unity with the brethren in 
other areas as possible. While some changes were made 
to deal with matters unique to the United States, the 
basic framework is the same. You may ask why a charter 
and bylaws are needed. They are needed to help give the 
body structure and order so that we do not have to make 
up procedures as we go when new matters arise. Exam-
ples of the structure needed are: Who should be a mem-
ber? How many representatives will each church have in 
a general assembly? Where will the mail be addressed? 
How will we coordinate meetings, and who will care 
for various responsibilities? The bylaws and charter are 
not designed to restrict people or to bind them down. 
No, no! They are designed to protect the few and to give 

structure to the work. Let us remember the counsel, “Let 
all things be done decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 
14:40). A few verses earlier in the same chapter, we read:

“For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as 
in all churches of the saints” (1 Corinthians 14:33).

The Greek word translated confusion is from 
ἀκαταστασία (akatastasia), which means:

All things in order

The Bible declares, “Behold, how good and how pleas-
ant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity” (Psalm 
133:1)! This is certainly true. Many in the United States 
have been praying for the reorganization effort, and we 
would like to share some news about the recent events 
concerning it.

Knowing that our brethren in the Philippines, and 
France, and other French speaking areas had been reor-
ganizing the work, we felt a great burden to not be left 
behind. For the last two years, several have been discuss-
ing the need to work in a unified manner and not as in-
dependent atoms. Sadly, some have not seen the need or 
felt that their particular view of certain minor points of 
doctrine could not fit well with others. So the work of re-
organization was delayed. But finally, concerned brethren 
decided that the work could wait no longer and meetings 
were scheduled for March 11–14 to be held at the Smyr-
na Chapel in West Virginia. We began on Friday evening 
with  a communion service which was led out by Pastor 
Martin Barlow of the Cedar Lane Chapel. Pastor Barlow’s 
talk was based on Chapter 71, “A Servant of Servants,” in 
The Desire Ages. You may watch the presentation at this 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGAY7dCx-
3VU&t=1893s.

Sabbath morning, Pastor Dan-
iel Mesa from Revelation with 
Daniel shared a Sabbath school 
lesson on the need to unify with 
heaven in order to be able to 
unify with one another. You may 
watch the presentation at this 
link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=S-467X5bMJE.

The Sabbath worship message, entitled “The Impostor 
of Revelation,” was by Pastor Allen Stump of the Smyr-
na Chapel. You may watch the presentation at this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDUv7A-ygp8.

The afternoon was devoted to preparing for the evening 
with prayer, fellowship, and rest.

From the Churches

A charter and bylaws are needed to help give the body structure and 
order so that we do not have to make up procedures as we go when 
new matters arise.  They are not designed to restrict people or to bind 
them down but to protect the few and to give structure to the work.

https://youtu.be/UiluW4g37Fo
https://youtu.be/UiluW4g37Fo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGAY7dCx3VU&t=1893s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGAY7dCx3VU&t=1893s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-467X5bMJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-467X5bMJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDUv7A-ygp8
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through your land” (Leviticus 26:4–6).

God then says their crops will do well, and they will have 
peace in the land, and then He says:

“7And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall 
before you by the sword. 8And five of you shall chase an 
hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand 
to flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the 
sword” (Leviticus 26:7, 8).

Do you understand the math here? Five chase one hun-
dred, and one hundred chase ten thousand. As ratios 
these are 5/100 and 100/10,000, but if we reduce these 
ratios to their lowest terms, we have 1/20 and 1/100. So, 
if there are just a few, one can chase twenty, but if several 
are working together, one can chase one hundred. This is 
a five times increase in efficiency!

Sunday morning, we received a devotional by Sister Ra-
quel Akens, entitled “The Cross and the Latter Rain.” You 
may watch the presentation at this link: https://youtu.be/
HtY8LAeKlJU.

The devotional was followed by a season of prayer. The 
charter was accepted as published in Old Paths, and the 
office location was initially chosen to be at the Smyrna 
office address: 750 Smyrna Road, Welch, WV 24801. The 
three individuals chosen as trustees were Todd Brown, 
Daniel Mesa, and Allen Stump. 

After accepting the bylaws, officers were chosen for the 
committee. They are:

Chairperson: Robert Motsinger
Vice-chairperson: Martin Barlow
Secretary: Winnie Anderson
Treasurer: Cathleen Mesa
Auditor: Ana Maria Woodward

Let us join together 

Beloved, God wants to draw his people together. Jesus 
said:

“And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there 
shall be one fold, and one shepherd” (John 10:16).

The idea of competing flocks is not good. As many of our 
readers know, others are posting on their websites and 
on their YouTube channels about reorganizing. We have 
been told:

“Press together, press together. Let us be united in Christ. 
God is dishonored by disunion” (Ellen White, General 
Conference Bulletin, April 25, 1901, Art. A, par. 34).

“…to rise up in open defiance of authority, with the pre-
sumed intention to overthrow it or to act in complete op-
position to its demands…” (Johannes Louw and Eugene 
Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament based 
on Semantic Domains, vol. 1, p. 496).

God is not the author of confusion, and neither is He the 
author of rebellion. This rebellion specifically is against 
orderliness in the churches. We have been also told that:

“Order is heaven’s first law…” (Ellen White, Testimonies 
for the Church, vol. 6, p. 200.2).

If God’s will is to be done in earth as it is in heaven and 
if order is heaven’s first law, then we should understand 
that among God’s people in earth, order is vital and 
important.

Some people are denouncing order today and are re-
belling against it or are promoting confusion, which we 
must avoid. Inspiration tells us that not only is organiza-
tion important but that thorough organization is essen-
tial:

“O, how Satan would rejoice if he could succeed in his 
efforts to get in among this people, and disorganize the 
work at a time when thorough organization is essential 
and will be the greatest power to keep out spurious up-
risings, and to refute claims not endorsed by the word of 
God! We want to hold the lines evenly, that there shall be 
no breaking down of the system of organization and or-
der that has been built up by wise, careful labor. License 
must not be given to disorderly elements that desire to 
control the work at this time” (Ellen White, Testimonies 
to the Church Regarding Individual Responsibility and 
Christian Unity, p. 19.2; 1907).

Thorough organization is essential. It will be one of the 
greatest powers to keep spurious uprisings out of the 
church. Further, we can do so much more as an orga-
nized body. We learn the value of cooperation in Leviti-
cus 26, where we read:

“If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, 
and do them” (Leviticus 26:3).

Here are the conditions. What is the result if the condi-
tions are met?

“4Then I will give you rain in due season, and the land 
shall yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall 
yield their fruit. 5And your threshing shall reach unto 
the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing 
time: and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in 
your land safely. 6And I will give peace in the land, and ye 
shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid: and I will 
rid evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the sword go 

https://youtu.be/HtY8LAeKlJU
https://youtu.be/HtY8LAeKlJU
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law of commandments contained in ordinances; for 
to make in himself of twain one new man, so making 
peace; 16And that he might reconcile both unto God in 
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 
17And came and preached peace to you which were afar 
off, and to them that were nigh” (Ephesians 2:14–17).

Maybe we are tempted to think that we are the ones 
close to God and that others are far away. The reality is:

“18For through him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father. 19Now therefore ye are no more strang-
ers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God; 20And are built upon the foun-
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone; 21In whom all the building 
fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: 22In whom ye also are builded together for an habi-
tation of God through the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:18–22).

In Chapter 4 of Ephesians, Paul continues to speak of the 
blessing of gospel order when he writes:

“11And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12For 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13Till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stat-
ure of the fulness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11–13).

God, by His Spirit, wants all who believe to come into 
the unity of the faith. He has given His people one Shep-
herd, and He wants one flock. 

“14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive; 15But speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the 
head, even Christ: 16From whom the whole body fitly 
joined together and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the 
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto 

the edifying of itself in love” 
(Ephesians 4:14–16).

As the church experiences gos-
pel order and through the gifts 
of the Spirit, a spiritual wall is 
erected around the people of 
God to help prevent deception 

from winds of doctrine. Concerning the early church, we 
read:

“In these first disciples was presented marked diversity. 

Let us remember what Paul wrote in Ephesians:

“2With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love; 3Endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 
4:2, 3).

We want the unity of the Spirit. This certainly includes 
the doctrines of the Bible, for they are Spirit-inspired, 
and it also includes having the fruit of the Spirit, which 
includes love and peace.

Paul also speaks about unity in Ephesians

Paul speaks of unity in the second chapter of Ephesians. 
He writes:

“11Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gen-
tiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that 
which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by 
hands; 12That at that time ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world: 13But now in Christ Jesus ye 
who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood 
of Christ” (Ephesians 2:11–13).

I do not think that any folks who believe in the Bible 
as understood by nineteenth-century Adventists look 
upon themselves as the promised children and look upon 
those outside of their circle as Gentiles, but such circles 
existed in the day of Paul, and those differences were far 
greater than that which separates the 1889 groups today. 
In apostolic times, it was through the blood of Christ that 
the believers were drawn together. If the blood of Christ 
could do this for Jews and Gentiles, certainly it can do it 
today for those who have far more uniting them than that 
which divides them. The sad truth of the matter is that if 
we are not united, then somewhere the blood of Christ 
has not been applied to our lives.

Paul goes on to state that Christ is our peace who is able 
to break down the partition walls and make us one:

“14For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us; 15Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the 

In apostolic times, it was through the blood of Christ that the believ-
ers were drawn together.... If we are not united, then somewhere the 
blood of Christ has not been applied to our lives.
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the other of the two great powers that are contending 
for the supremacy of the world. It is not necessary for 
us deliberately to choose the service of the kingdom of 
darkness in order to come under its dominion. We have 
only to neglect to ally ourselves with the kingdom of 
light. If we do not co-operate with the heavenly agen-
cies, Satan will take possession of the heart, and will 
make it his abiding place. The only defense against evil 
is the indwelling of Christ in the heart through faith in 
His righteousness” (Ellen White, The Desire of Ages, 

p.324.1).

So, we are not to be neutral. 
If we neglect to ally ourselves 
with the kingdom of light, we 
are choosing the kingdom of 
darkness.

As we move forward, we need 
a lot of prayer and love. Let us strive with all our being 
to be the people that are described in Psalm 133:1 and in 
Revelation 14:12! Ω

God Has A Plan
T E S T I M O N Y  BY  Rica Montac
(Waldensian Center Trainee for 2022-2023 session )

I have been wishing to be a misionary and had been 
praying that God would use me in His service. Recently, 
when Pastor Jessmar Engcoy baptized my family and I, 
he asked me if I wanted to be a missionary. I was sur-
prised when he told me there is an 1889 HSDA medical 
missionary training school. I surrendered entirely to 
Christ because He is the only one that I can fully trust, 
and with the help of God, I entered the  port without cer-
tain current requirements. I only had with me: faith and 
a medical certificate. God opened the doors and when I 
got on the boat, I was crying, not because I missed my 
family but because God had given me an opportunity to 
be a part of the misionary training school. He has always 
been there for me. I feel His presence comforting and 
guiding me. When I was on the boat, I met a kind family 
who also helped me arrive at my destination safely.

I met Pastor David Sims and his family, and they were 
lovely. You can discover here what country living is really 
like, and we are eating only the healthiest food.

God has a plan for our lives. He will show us His ways. I 
know that He won’t leave us alone, so we need to contin-
ue to hold His hand and not let go of Him because He 
really loves us. Ω

They were to be the world’s teachers, and they represent-
ed widely varied types of character. In order successfully 
to carry forward the work to which they had been called, 
these men, differing in natural characteristics and in hab-
its of life, needed to come into unity of feeling, thought, 
and action. This unity it was Christ’s object to secure. 
To this end He sought to bring them into unity with 
Himself. The burden of His labor for them is expressed 
in His prayer to His Father, 'That they all may be one; 
as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also 

may be one in Us;' 'that the world may know that Thou 
has sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved 
Me.' John 17:21, 23. His constant prayer for them was 
that they might be sanctified through the truth; and He 
prayed with assurance, knowing that an Almighty decree 
had been given before the world was made. He knew 
that the gospel of the kingdom would be preached to all 
nations for a witness; He knew that truth armed with the 
omnipotence of the Holy Spirit, would conquer in the 
battle with evil, and that the bloodstained banner would 
one day wave triumphantly over His followers” (Ellen 
White, The Acts of the Apostles, p 20.2).

Not independent atoms

Too many ministries and local groups have, for various 
reasons, been working as independent atoms for too 
long. We have been told:

“I know that the Lord loves His church. It is not to be 
disorganized or broken up into independent atoms” (El-
len White, Letters and Manuscripts, vol. 8, Lt 16, 1893, 
par. 20).

Jesus said, “He that is not with me is against me; and he 
that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad” (Matthew 
12:30). Notice Jesus did not say he that is not with you is 
against Me! We might be tempted to think that we are on 
the exact same platform as Jesus and that anyone against 
us is against Jesus, but, sadly, we may not know what it 
even means to be against someone. This does not mean, 
however, we cannot take a proper position among those 
who may be walking outside of the light. To the con-
trary, we cannot be neutral:

“We must inevitably be under the control of the one or 

In order successfully to carry forward the work to which they had been 
called, these men needed to come into unity of feeling, thought, and 
action.  To this end, Christ sought to bring them into unity with Himself.
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Made Free by the Truth
T E S T I M O N Y  BY  Rodvel Jumantoc
(Waldensian Center Trainee for 2022-2023 session )

Man was created a social being. This is a fact. But there 
are times when we are compelled to part from those we 
are used to being with, to find those we think are like 
ourselves in belief and practice.

This was my experience when I 
began to accept the truth about 
the Godhead. Before the pandem-
ic started, God opened a way for 
me to attend a meeting where the 
truth about the Godhead was being 
taught. I saw that the presentations 
were correct, but my hesitancy to 
accept it caused me to search it 
out for myself. I reached the point 
where I could do nothing other 
than to accept it as truth and to 
teach it to others. So that is what 
I did. In doing this, I experienced 
what those who try to teach the 
truth to the church that has forsak-
en its God  often experience.

Despite all of these experiences, 
there were questions in my mind 
that I ignored; thoughts often 
disregarded even by many of those 
who believe in the one true God. 
Questions that are never clearly answered but just qui-
eted down because we often choose to ignore or neglect 
them. This mental laziness to find clear answers to the 
questions about seemingly contradictory statements be-
comes our character attribute. God wants that His people 
should be critical thinkers but only a few ever reach this 
state. 

After some time, I realized that the thoughts bother-
ing me about the Holy Spirit were causing me to doubt 
my stand about it. My understanding was leading me 
to the wrong conclusion that any other understanding 
than what I had concluded would lead me to reject the 
writings of our prophetess, which I could never do. As 
I continued to search and share it to others, I was sad-
dened with the thought that, concerning the Holy Spirit, 
I was not in harmony with others who hold the truth 

about God. 

Since I had not met one who shared the same under-
standing as me, I chose to set it aside and thought that it 
was not a big thing. However, the Bible truths that have 

taught me to be true to myself 
always compelled me to admit it to 
anyone I met that believes in the 
one true God.

In His goodness, the Lord led me 
to become a student at Waldensian 
Center. I arrived here on May 22. 
Like I have mentioned, I always 
strive to be true to myself because 
this is what anyone who believes 
in God should do. I mentioned my 
questions to Pastor David and he 
humbly explained them to me. Ev-
erything became clear to me. I was 
happy to learn that these questions 
once confused him also, decades 
ago, and led him to personally visit 
the Ellen White Estate to obtain 
more information. God helped me 
though His servant. I am very glad 

to have experienced 
the truth that the 
Lord Jesus stated, 
“And ye shall know 
the truth, and the 
truth shall make you 
free” (John 8:32). 
Amen!

Because of this ex-
perience, I long even 
more for the start of 
the formal classes 
because I can see 
that I will learn many 
more things. Thanks 
to the Lord. Ω
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A New Direction
T E S T I M O N Y  BY  Jephonie Balasabas

prayer was and is still, “Guide me, O God, into the truth.” 

I left our village in the country because of unrest (many 
rebels were lurking around). I left farming and tried 
working in General Santos City with the dream of 
meeting the pastors of Southern Mindanao Mission. 
My dream came true, and I was given responsibilities 
in the mission church and a duty in youth groups in 
the district. I was active in church but was also active in 
the world. Because I have a talent in singing, I would be 

singing in videoke bars after 
church. I joined many sing-
ing groups and choirs and 
spent much money, time, and 
energy in them in the hopes of 
being more active in the work 
of God. But I was deceived.

In the year 2018, a mission-
ary friend that I admired the 
most asked me a question 
about the trinity. She gave me 
booklets about the study of 
the one true God, and I didn’t 
reject them. I read them and 
was surprised. I was able to 
say, “This is definitely the 
truth that I have long been 
praying for.” I cried because 
of happiness in the truth that 
I have found and in the true 
knowledge of the history of 
Adventism. For me, all of this 
is a new beginning.

 “Call unto me, and I will an-
swer thee, and shew thee great 
and mighty things which thou 

knowest not” (Jeremiah 33:3).

“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” 
(John 17:3).

I have accepted this truth and was baptized last January 
22. May God the Father through His only begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, bless us all. Amen! Ω

I was born and raised in a poor family that claimed to 
be Christians and lived a simple life as my father was 
a farmer and my parents lived in the country. From an 
early age, I learned to farm. It was a simple life, but I was 
contented and happy. I went to public school from first to 
fourth grade and was transferred into the church school 
and studied there when I was in fifth and sixth grade. I 
was baptized at a very young age, lacking understanding 
about God and salvation. I studied in an Adventist high 
school, but I didn’t have any 
interest in religious activities 
and my knowledge about 
religious matters was shallow. 
I graduated by being a welder 
by night and a student by day 
because of poverty.

After graduating from high 
school, I didn’t go to church 
again because of faithless-
ness and because I was afraid 
of being given a part in the 
church programs. But one 
Sabbath day, I found a booklet 
in my cousin’s house entitled 
“You Can Go Up.” It is a book-
let that tells about God’s plan 
but not about God. Without 
knowing who God was, I still 
made Him a promise to go 
back to church and to serve 
Him the best I could. Because 
of what I read in that booklet, 
I didn’t feel shy and embar-
rassed anymore and was ready 
to accept and do all the tasks 
the church might assign me.

“Life is more than making a living. True success and hap-
piness will be found only in Jesus.” That was the theme 
of the booklet. Even though it did not talk about the one 
true God, I was still encouraged and was so enthused 
that I volunteered to be a layman’s helper at a time when 
an evangelistic meeting was held in our village. Many 
were baptized, but only a few continued to go to church. 
I was enthused, but I was also confused. My constant 
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First, I would like to summarize briefly what was present-
ed in part 1. We saw that one of the angels whom John 
had seen pour out the seven plagues (likely the 7th angel) 
took John in spirit/mind from the scenes of the 7th plague 
he had just watched. During that plague, Babylon was 
divided and destroyed. He was taken to a time previous 
in its history that would help identify who Babylon is. 
The time he was taken to was when Babylon was depict-
ed as a whore (an apostate church) riding a beast (civil 
power). It was arrayed in purple and scarlet and decked 
with gold, and was drunk with the blood of martyrs. 
We saw that this corresponds to the 1260 years of papal 
supremacy, 538 AD to 1798, mentioned in Revelation 12 
and 13. Also at that time, he was told that 5 of the kings/
kingdoms represented by heads on the beast had fallen, 
and one was then reigning (Papal Rome), and one was to 
come. We saw that the 7 heads represent the kingdoms 
Satan has especially used to persecute God’s people: 1 - 
Egypt, 2 - Babylon, 3 - Medo Persia, 4 - Greece, 5 - Pagan 
Rome (Roman Empire), 6 - Papal Rome (“Holy Roman 
Empire”), and 7 - Atheistic/Communist France (during 
its revolution). We also saw that there was an 8th head 
symbolizing a revived atheistic government yet to come. 
It would be a confederacy of nations united with apostate 
Protestantism symbolized here by ten horns on the beast.

But here is where we will take up our study and go into 
more detail. Notice that the major events we find in the 

Revelation 17 (Part 2):  The Great Whore and the Ten Horns

History in Advance

prophecy of Revelation 17 are not different from what 
we find in related prophecies such as Revelation 13, and 
the historical background does not differ from what we 
find in Daniel 2, 7, 8, and Revelation 11-13.  But Rev-
elation 17 actually ties all of these prophecies together 
mentioning all of the entities mentioned in those other 
chains of prophecy. And just as each of these prophecies 
add certain details to the picture, this chapter does also. 
Here we find a more detailed description of the political 
and religious ideologies of the three allied powers that 
unite to make war with Christ and His people in the final 
conflict. One major added detail we find in this chapter 
is the communist/atheistic nature of the nations of the 
world at the time of this last conflict.

Definitions

First, let me define some words we use in our study. 
Atheism is usually associated with disbelief in the exis-
tence of God. But notice the usage in the following quote:

“‘Who is Jehovah, that I should obey his voice to let 
Israel go? I know not Jehovah, neither will I let Israel 
go.’ [Exodus 5:2.] This is atheism; and the nation 
represented by Egypt (France) would give voice to 
a similar denial of the claims of the living God, and 
would manifest a like spirit of unbelief and defiance” 
(GC, p. 269.2).

Egypt had a multitude of gods. They worshiped the Nile, 
frogs, flies, cows, etc. Pharaoh had an accurate knowl-
edge of the God of Joseph that had saved the nation. But 
he rebelled against Him and defied the supremacy of 
the true and living Creator God. The quotation above is 
also in specific context of the beast with 7 heads and 10 
horns. It refers to its 1st and 7th heads. It is in this sense 
that we use the word atheist. We also at times group it 
together with paganism in this study, since the end result 
of both is a rejection of the sovereignty of the Creator 
God. The point is the contrast between professed Chris-
tians, though they may be pagan in heart, and professed 
pagans or atheists.  Daniel’s prophecies in chapters 7 
and 8 point to a distinction between two agencies that 
persecuted the saints—Pagan Rome and Papal Rome. 
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I’ve forfeited, I know it full well. My soul, once true to 
God, Is chosen for hell.”

“It is essential at this point to state emphatically that 
Marx and his comrades, while anti-God, were not athe-
ists, as present-day Marxists claim to be. That is, while 
they openly denounced and reviled God, they hated a 
God in whom they believed. They challenged not His 
existence, but His supremacy.”

It is in this broader light that we consider Marxist athe-
ism in our study of this prophecy. It may be disbelief in 
God, but with many who profess atheism, it is instead, 
challenging His supremacy and rebelling against Him 
just like Pharaoh of old.

“Communists preach absolutely no morals” (Karl Marx).

“The abolition of religion as the illusory happiness of 
man is a requisite for their real happiness” (Karl Marx).

“I wish to avenge myself against the One who rules 
above…” (Karl Marx).

“The idea of God is the keynote of a perverted civiliza-
tion. It must be destroyed” (Karl Marx).

Another definition that needs to be clarified is the 
definition of communism as we have used it here. This 
includes any version or party of socialism, including 
Communism/Marxism on the far left, Facism on the far 
right, and socialistic democracies in the middle. The end 
goal of each of these is the same; it just involves slightly 
different roads to get there. There are in fact numerous 
versions: Stalin-ism, Leninism, Khmer Rouge’s version, 
etc. Often, when one party of socialists gets into power, 
it often proceeds to kill the other party. This happened in 
France, Cambodia, and elsewhere. Both extremes, Fas-
cism and Marxism, are socialism. The end goal of which 
is the complete annihilation of the conscience, religion, 
and even the idea of God. Fascism was simply re-brand-
ed Marxism with a few adaptations to make it acceptable 
by the German people.

The Great Whore

We will now proceed with our study.

“And there came one of the seven angels which had the 
seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come 
hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great 
whore that sitteth upon many waters: 2With whom the 
kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the 
inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the 
wine of her fornication” (Revelation 17:1, 2).

God’s church is often symbolized in Scripture as a wom-

Revelation 12 and 13 also prophesied of the two distinct 
powers, pagan and papal, that would make war against 
the saints. Revelation 17 speaks of the beast that was and 
is not and yet is. It also distinguishes between the woman 
and the beast from the bottomless pit. In each case, they 
accomplish the same warfare toward Christ and His peo-
ple, but one does it in the name of Christ, and the other 
wages open avowed warfare on Christ. Christ has fore-
warned in prophecy of this distinction in profession and 
practice that no one need be deceived by the profession.

And in the case of Communism in connection to the 8th 

head, atheism is the profession and underlying founda-
tional principle. And yet it should be noted that both 
Engels and Karl Marx, who wrote the Communist Man-
ifesto, actually believed in God, too. In fact, they both 
started out life as Christians. The following quotes about 
and from Karl Marx are from the book “Marx and Satan” 
By Richard Wurmbrand.1

Marx wrote:

“Religion itself teaches us that the 
Ideal toward which all strive, sac-
rificed Himself for humanity, and 
who shall dare contradict such 
claims? If we have chosen the 
position in which we can accom-
plish the most for Him, then we 
can never be crushed by burdens, 
because they are only sacrifices 
made for the sake of all.”

Marx started out as a Christian 
believer, but there came a change.

“When he finished high school, he writes in a poem, ‘I 
wish to avenge myself against the One who rules above.’ 
So he was convinced that there is One above who rules, 
but was quarreling with Him.”

“‘Invocation of One in Despair’:  So a god has snatched 
from me my all, In the curse and rack of destiny. All his 
worlds are gone beyond recall. Nothing but revenge is left 
to me.” Karl Marx

“We begin now to understand what has happened to 
young Marx. He had had Christian convictions, but had 
not led a consistent life. His correspondence with his 
father testifies to his squandering great sums of money 
on pleasures and his constant quarreling with parental 
authority about this and other matters. Then he seems to 
have fallen in with the tenets of the highly secret Satanist 
church and received the rites of initiation.”

“In his poem 'The Pale Maiden,' he writes: Thus heaven 
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history of the beast and the whore, he saw her with a 
name written on her forehead, “...Mystery, Babylon the 
great, the mother of harlots and abominations of the 
earth” (Revelation 17:5). But in the scenes of the final 
judgment of the great whore, all the harlot daughters (the 
apostate Protestant churches that came out of the Papal 
church) are united with the mother and are also included 
in the final destruction of Babylon.

“O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy 
[shall he be], that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us” 
(Psalm 137:8  ).

“They shall hold the bow and the lance: they [are] cruel, 
and will not shew mercy: their voice shall roar like the 
sea, and they shall ride upon horses, [every one] put in 
array, like a man to the battle, against thee, O daughter of 
Babylon” (Jeremiah 50:42).

“For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; The 
daughter of Babylon [is] like a threshing floor, [it is] 
time to thresh her: yet a little while, and the time of her 
harvest shall come” (Jeremiah 51:33).

“Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest [with] the daugh-
ter of Babylon” (Zechariah 2:7).

“Many of the Protestant churches are following Rome’s 
example of iniquitous connection with “the kings of the 
earth;” the State churches, by their relation to secular 
governments, and other denominations by seeking the 
favor of the world. And the term Babylon—confusion—
may be appropriately applied to these bodies, all profess-
ing to derive their doctrines from the Bible, yet divided 
into almost innumerable sects, with widely conflicting 
creeds and theories” (GC88, p. 383.1).

This confederacy of daughter churches will acknowledge 
the mother church as its head and cause the rest of the 
world to worship the mother church as we can see from 
the text below.

“And he (beast with horns like a lamb – Protestant USA) 
exerciseth all the power of the first beast (the Roman 
Catholic Church) before him, and causeth the earth 
and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, 
whose deadly wound was healed” (Revelation 13:12).

“As we approach the last crisis it is of vital moment that 
harmony and unity exist among the Lord’s instrumental-
ities. The world is filled with storm and war and variance. 
Yet under one head—the papal power—the people 
will unite to oppose God in the person of His witnesses. 
This union is cemented by the great apostate” (7T, 182 
[1902]).

an and an apostate church as a harlot.

“For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have 
espoused you to one husband, that I may present [you as] 
a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:2 ).

“How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of 
judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murder-
ers” (Isaiah 1:21).

The church is also often called a city as can be seen in the 
verse above and also in the very chapter we are studying.

“And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, 
which reigneth over the kings of the earth” (Revelation 
17:18).

At the time of the judgment of the whore, during the 7 
last plagues, she is depicted as a city (called Babylon – 
Revelation 16:19, 17:5)  reigning over the kings of the 
earth. Thus is foretold a time when an apostate church 
will be controlling the civil powers.

“And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Baby-
lon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habita-
tion of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage 
of every unclean and hateful bird” (Revelation 18:2).

“For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of 
her fornication, and the kings of the earth have commit-
ted fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth 
are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies” 
(Revelation 18:3).

“Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, that 
made all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of 
her wine; therefore the nations are mad” (Jeremiah 51:7).

The universal nature of this reign is further emphasized 
by the fact that the great whore is sitting upon many wa-
ters (people, multitudes, nations, and tongues).

“And there came one of the seven angels which had the 
seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come 
hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great 
whore that sitteth upon many waters” (Revelation 17:1).

“And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, 
where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, 
and nations, and tongues” (Revelation 17:15).

“Set up the standard upon the walls of Babylon, make the 
watch strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the am-
bushes: for the LORD 13O thou that dwellest upon many 
waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is come, and the 
measure of thy covetousness” (Jeremiah 51:12, 13).

When John was taken in spirit to a previous time in the 
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So how can we positively identify these ten horns/kings if 
they do not exist yet?

I believe this is possible by 
examining the details given 
in this chapter and those 
given in other passages of 
Revelation where this same 
threefold union/confedera-
cy is mentioned. In each of 
the various passages where 
the last conflict between 
Satan and his agents, and 
Christ and His people is 
mentioned, the agents of 
Satan in this conflict are categorized according to religion 
into one of three groups.

In chapter 17, the three entities are the: 1) great whore, 
2) the ten horns, 3) the beast under its 8th head. In 
16:13, the three powers making war against Christ and 
His people are symbolized by the: 1) the beast under its 
6th head, 2)the false prophet, 3) the dragon. In 13:12, 
the three powers are symbolized by: 1) the 7-headed, 
10-horned beast under its 6th head (leopard-like),  2) the 
beast with horns like a lamb, and 3) “all them that dwell 
on the earth.” Other passages in Revelation where these 
three entities are mentioned in Revelation are noted in 
the chart below. There are just three entities mentioned 
in each connection, and matching their similarities and 
collating the additional details from each location help us 
to positively identify each of these entities.

1. The great whore of Revelation 17, Babylon the great, 
the mother of harlots, drunk with the blood of the mar-
tyrs during the Dark Ages of 538 AD – 1798, we already 
have seen, was the Papacy (see part 1 of this study). This 
entity corresponds to the description of the leopard-like 
beast of chapter 13, which makes war with the saints for 
42 months (1260 days), speaks great words against the 
Most High, and receives its seat and authority from the 
dragon—pagan Rome—and whom all the world won-
ders/worships after.

2. The ten horns of Revelation 17 that did not exist during 
the papal supremacy (538 AD – 1798 [v. 12]), and that 
give their power and strength to the beast, correspond 
with the description of the beast in Revelation 13:10, 
11 that has horns like a lamb. It was just rising from the 
earth when the 6th head of the 7-headed beast, the papal 
head, received its deadly wound in 1798. At first, it ap-
peared Christlike yet ended up speaking like a dragon and 
giving life (strength and power) to the image of the beast 
(the union of the churches of Protestant America with 

“The religion of the papacy will be accepted by the 
rulers, and the law of God will be made void” (7MR, 192 
[1906]).

And we should take note that Catholicism is an amal-
gamation of paganism, spiritualism, and Christianity. 
It has incorporated into its system pagan deities, rites, 
ceremonies, incantations, doctrines, relics, idols, priest-
craft, liturgy, superstitions, miracles, and the foundation 
of spiritualism – belief in the immortality of the soul, 
evolution, the use of force over the consciences of men, 
etc. To unite with Catholicism will be for Protestants the 
giving up of their reason for existence. Though they may 
retain certain aspects of their organizations, they will 
give up their sovereign status as independent churches 
and accept the pope as infallible head of all the churches.

So according to this prophecy, the churches (represented 
by the woman) will unite under one head, the Pope, and 
exercise authority over the civil governments of the entire 
world, which will also be confederated together forming 
the 8th head of the beast (see part 1). The ten horns will 
give their strength and power to the confederacy.

Ten Horns

We will now consider the 10 horns.

“12And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, 
which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive 
power as kings one hour with the beast. 13These have 
one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto 
the beast. 14These shall make war with the Lamb, and 
the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, 
and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, 
and chosen, and faithful... 16And the ten horns which 
thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, 
and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat 
her flesh, and burn her with fire. 17For God hath put in 
their hearts to fulfill his will, and to agree, and give their 
kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be 
fulfilled” (Revelation 17:12-17).

The time frame when the 10 kings had received no king-
dom as yet was the time when the 6th kingdom was rul-
ing, according to verse 10. We saw in our previous article 
that this was the time of Papal supremacy, the 1260 days/
years (538 AD - 1798).

But it says they would receive power as kings with the 
8th head of the beast for one hour, giving their power 
and authority to the beast. We have not yet seen the 
complete fulfillment of the confederacy of all the kings/
kingdoms of the earth.
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resulting from this unlawful connection of the state and 
the church. 

4    There is a seeming contradiction in that it has an 8th 
head, but the beast is said to have only 7 heads. This is 
because the 8th is not a new separate nation but a con-
federacy of the existing nations. This is why it is said to 
be “of the seven.”

5    The angel says the beast “… shall ascend from the 
bottomless pit and go into perdition.” This reveals its 
identity to be primarily Satan, for 20:2, 3, 7 tells us 
Satan is cast into the bottomless pit, and then is loosed 
from it and goes into the lake of fire. But just like how 
the 7-headed beast with ten horns of chapter 12 rep-
resents Satan in a primary sense, it represents the nation 
or nations with satanic characteristics in a secondary 
sense, and which Satan uses as his agencies (see previ-
ous article). Other than the 6th or papal head (when the 
beast “was not”), all of the nations were pagan, and thus 
“atheistic” in that they did not believe in the true God, 
but worshiped that which is not God—animals, idols, 
reason, their kings or the state. We also saw in our previ-
ous article that the political and societal state of anarchy, 
violence, revolution, monopolies, class struggle, oppres-
sion, and atheism in the nation of France during the 
communist revolution of the 1790s was a small scale type 
of what will happen on a global scale under the 8th head.

Thus, this third category of Satan’s agencies perfectly 
aligns with the description of the third agency in chapter 
13—“All them that dwell on the earth” who are told by 
the beast with lamb-like horns that they should make an 
image to the beast (a state controlled by the church2), and 
who worship the beast, its image, and receive its mark 
or number. Consider carefully the chart below with its 
references.

Thus, we conclude, as stated in part 1, the 8th head on 
this beast represents the entire political world, except 
the ten horns and Catholic nations, and will be openly 
based upon the belief and ideology of atheism/commu-
nism. Already, we see the beginning of the formation of 
the confederacy which will make up the 8th head, taking 
place before our eyes, in the alliance between the atheist/
communist and pagan countries such as Russia, China, 
India. In these three countries alone, 37% of the world’s 
population reside. We are also seeing the entire world 
ushering in communism and embracing communist ide-
ology. The world has become a Sodom, with immorality 
a science (with gender choosing and homosexual edu-
cation given even to preschoolers). This is a communist 
method of eradicating morality.  The world is receiving 
communist methods of government and its agenda of 

civil power to enforce their decrees), which forces all to 
worship the first leopard-like beast (“Romanism”) and 
receive its mark (Sunday worship).

"What is it that gives its kingdom to this power? Prot-
estantism, a power which, while professing to have the 
temper and spirit of a lamb and to be allied to Heaven, 
speaks with the voice of a dragon. It is moved by a power 
from beneath" (Mar, p. 187.3).

“These have one mind.” There will be a universal bond 
of union, one great harmony, a confederacy of Satan’s 
forces. “And shall give their power and strength unto the 
beast.” Thus is manifested the same arbitrary, oppressive 
power against religious liberty, freedom to worship God 
according to the dictates of conscience, as was manifest-
ed by the papacy, when in the past it persecuted those 
who dared to refuse to conform with the religious rites 
and ceremonies of Romanism" (Mar, p. 187.4).

3. The Beast

Here is what we know about the beast.

1    The angel tells John that the woman is siting upon 
many waters. That is explained by the angel to be “peo-
ples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” Appar-
ently the beast does not represent one nation, but  all the 
nations other than that represented by the ten horns, for 
the woman reigns over the “kings of the earth,” (17:18) 
and “for all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have com-
mitted fornication with her...” (18:3).

2    For John is shown a graphic representation of this 
fornication between church and state when he sees the 
woman (church) riding a beast (a nation or nations).

3    The angel says (Revelation 17:1, 2) that the woman 
(church) had committed fornication (unlawful union) 
with the kings of the earth (civil powers), and that the 
inhabitants of the earth were drunk with the wine (doc-
trines) of her fornication. This is to have the reason and 
critical thinking removed by the teachings and doctrines 
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All the while they are embracing communism, they are 
outwardly warring against it in the economic war with 
Russia and rhetoric and accusations against it and China. 
They are doing everything they can so people will not 
discern what is happening until it is too late.

The current confederacy of atheistic nations is fulfilling 
the prophecy of the formation of the 8th atheistic head. 
The embracing of communist principles and methods by 
the Catholic and even Protestant countries is bringing 
about the imminent fulfillment of Revelation 17 to unite 
the entire world into a confederacy to make war with 
Christ and His people.

Persecution of God’s people will immediately follow. 
There will be oppressive religious decrees (such as the 
Mark of the Beast) enforcing worship contrary to the 
Scriptures and individual consciences of God’s people. It 
is at this time that the whole world will worship Satan. To 
more effectually deceive, he appears as an angel of light 
(2 Corinthians 11:14) and will even impersonate Christ 
(Matthew 2:5). His angels will communicate with men, 
disguised as spirits of the dead, and all of this will deceive 
the world and cause them to do his bidding.

chaos and unrest with its Covid measures. Hundreds of 
thousands of small businesses have shut down, personal 
freedoms have largely disappeared for many. We see it 
in the censorship of speech, forced removal of children 
from parents, separation of families in nursing homes, 
hospitals, or quarantine facilities, restriction of travel, 
marshal law, lock-downs - even restrictions on leaving 
your house, obtaining food or work. We see it in mili-
tary violence against protesters, the seizing of their bank 
accounts and assets; we see it in the control of the world 
by the WEF (World Economic Forum) with their agen-
da to remove all private property. They have re-branded 
communism as stakeholder capitalism (a merging of 
corporations and government), and dictated slogans to 
world leaders to use, such as “build back better,” “reset 
capitalism,” “the great reset.” They are even now very 
close to their goal to replace cash with a digitized mone-
tary system tied to your identity, bio-metrics, and health 
records. A full list of their attendees at this year’s meeting 
can be found in the footnote here.3 It includes the most 
powerful men in the world, from bankers to corporate 
executives, to world and religious leaders. The Pope gave 
the keynote address in 2015.
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3 Fold Confed-
eracy4

Revelation 13 Revelation 14:8, 
9, 11

Revelation 15,  
16:135

Revelation 17 Revelation 
18:2, 23; 17:18 
- “great city”

Revelation 19 Revelation 20 GC, p. 588.16

1. Papacy -

Im
age

Leopard Beast – 
wars with saints 
42 mo

Im
age

Beast

Im
age

Beast

8
th head

Harlot – drunk 
with blood of 
martyrs

Babylon/Harlot7

Im
age

Beast v. 20 Beast – already in 
lake of fire v. 10

Roman Power

2. USA – under the 
control of the Prot-
estant Churches8

Lamb-like beast 
-works miracles9 
to deceive

Babylon - 
fallen False Prophet

Ten Horns,10, 11 
harlot daughters, 
great city

City Babylon - 
fallen, deceives 
by sorceries, mer-
chants made rich 
by her abundance.

False prophet 
that wrought 
miracles v. 20

False Prophet – 
already in lake of 
fire v. 10

Protestants of USA

3. “World”12 Con-
federacy –  under 
the entire control 
of Satan13, through 
the agency of 
Spiritualism, talking 
with the dead14 and 
evil spirits, and 
Satan impersonating 
Christ15, Commu-
nist, atheistic, pagan, 
totalitarian govern-
ments trampling on 
consciences

“them that dwell 
on the earth” – 
deceived by mir-
acles, receiving 
mark

All nations,

those who 
worship the 
beast and his 
image, and 
whosoever 
receiveth the 
mark

Dragon – spirits 
of devils working 
miracles, go forth 
to kings of earth, 
and of the whole 
world.

Those with mark 
of beast worship-
ing image.

Beast from bot-
tomless pit under 
8th head,

v. 8 - “they that 
dwell on the earth 
whose names not 
written in book of 
life, v. 18 – kings 
of earth

All nations, habi-
tation of devils/16, 
hold of every foul 
spirit, kings of 
earth, deceived 
by Sorcery/ Phar-
makeia

Kings of the 
earth and 
their armies v. 
19, nations v. 
15, those who 
worshiped 
image and 
received mark 
v. 20

Devil -descends 
v. 2, 3, ascends 
from bottomless 
pit v. 7, united 
with Gog and 
Magog v. 8, and 
all not written in 
book of life v. 15

Spiritualism17

most extreme Communists.’”18

Much could be said on their communist connections and 
agenda from its inception to the present. Please see refer-
ence in footnote for above quote. The educational system, 
churches, and society have been unwittingly receiving 
and imparting communist ideologies for a century.

Why Ten Horns/kings?

The USA is organized with 50 states, a congress, judicial 
system, and executive branch with a president. So why 
does the prophecy depict the USA as Ten kings? How do 
ten horns represent America?

The prophecy tells us the ten kings did not exist and 
would only receive power as kings one hour with the 
beast, and we do not yet have the full fulfillment of the 
confederacy of the nations or the formation of an image 
to the beast, so we should not expect to see the 10 kings 
ruling now. But I will share some clues as to how this 
may come about.

In 1972, President Nixon, through executive order 
#11647, created 10 regions to liaison the federal govern-
ment with the state governments. Since that time, these 
regional divisions have gone through various revisions, 
changes in names, etc. by various presidents. It was even 
superseded in the time of President Carter with the 
newly created agency called FEMA. These regions still 
exist, currently as the Office of Intergovernmental and 
External Affairs under the Health and Human Services 
(HHS), with 10 regional directors appointed by the Pres-
ident that have a tremendous amount of power over the 
departments within their region. They act as liaisons with 
the entire 50 states to give access to federal programs, 
funds, and grants. Today, those 10 regions still exist.19 
See the map on next page. The departments administered 
through these 10 regional offices include the CDC, FDA, 
National Institute of health (NIH), Medicare, Medicaid, 
Global Affairs, Surgeon General, public health and social 
services, Faith Based Partnerships, and others. They are 
responsible for dealing with climate change and all that it 
entails, and the entire response to the pandemic has been 
administered through HHS.

“The President’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Budget invests 
in America. It provides resources to ensure HHS can 
achieve its mission and tackle major challenges facing 
our country today, including the COVID-19 pandemic, 
...climate change...”20

Their current combined annual budget is 1.6 trillion 
dollars.21 That represents about 25% of all federal spend-
ing. Its programs and funds are administered by these 

Protestantism and Catholicism profess to believe in God 
and Christ, and thus Protestant and Catholic countries 
would not be represented by the beast which represents 
professed atheistic nations. But they are prophesied to 
form this unnatural alliance, the woman, the beast, and 
the ten horns. Professed Christian nations uniting with 
atheist nations, warring against Christ, is a strange thing 
indeed.

This should not surprise us if we realize the communist 
origin, connection, and agenda of the largest professedly 
Christian organization in America. After several name 
changes it is currently called the National Council of 
Churches (NCC) and claims to represent over forty mil-
lion people and almost every denomination in America. 
Here are just a few paragraphs from an article exposing 
the communist connections of this organization. Please 
read the entire article.

“In 1927 the F.C.C.’s (Federal Council of Churches – 
forerunner of NCC) lobbying for Communist causes 
became so flagrant that Congressman Arthur M. Free 
introduced a resolution in the House of Representatives 
describing the Federal Council as ‘a communist orga-
nization aimed at the establishment of a state-church...' 
'In that same year, a report issued by the Military Intel-
ligence Association branded the F.C.C. as subversive. 
Another denunciation appeared in the Naval Institute 
Proceedings of 1928, which established that the Federal 
Council had been meddling in defense matters and was 
'probably the most powerful propaganda organization in 
the country.’

“Testifying before the Senate Lobbying Investigating 
Committee, Congressman George Tinkham revealed that 
he had received propaganda from the F.C.C. on fifteen 
different political issues. Tinkham later revealed that 
Insider John D. Rockefeller Jr. had from 1926 to 1929 
contributed over $137,000 to the Federal Council of 
Churches—a sum equal to about ten percent of its total 
annual income from all sources.

“During 1932 the Federal Council suffered a series of 
setbacks. Congressional Committee Report Number 
2290 formally branded the F.C.C. as subversive. And the 
Sunday School Times of August 13, 1932, exposed an ob-
scene F.C.C. sex manual entitled Young People’s Relation-
ships, described as ‘a crowning achievement of the Feder-
al Council controlling group along the line of preparing 
the way for atheistic Communism.’ Also, Major Amos A. 
Fries produced documentation before a Hearing of the 
House Immigration Committee in January 1932, proving 
that ‘There has been an interlocking board of directorates 
all the way from the Federal Council of Churches to the 
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the market. They purchase at low rates all 
they can obtain, and then sell at greatly 
increased prices. This means starvation to 
the poorer classes, and will result in a civil 
war. There will be a time of trouble such as 
never was since there was a nation. “And at 
that time shall Michael stand up, the great 
prince which standeth for the children of 
thy people: and there shall be a time of 
trouble such as never was since there was a 
nation, even to that same time; and at that 
time thy people shall be delivered, everyone 
that shall be found written in the book...
Many shall be purified, and made white, 
and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly, 
and none of the wicked shall understand, 
but the wise shall understand” (5MR, p. 
305.4).

This prophecy is now on the verge of fulfill-
ment. A recent poll reveals:

“Nearly a Third of Americans Want to Break up the Unit-
ed States Into Like-Minded Countries.”22

Brookings Institution, a nonprofit public policy organiza-
tion based in Washington, DC. says:

“A 2021 national survey by pollster John Zogby found a 
plurality of Americans (46%) believed a future civil war 
was likely...”23

Mike Adams, Health Ranger, and Founder of Brighteon.
com video hosting platform, and founder of Natural 
News says: 

“America stands on the verge of a domestic civil war.”24

Prophecy is always easier to interpret after it has be-
come history than before it happens. We may not know 
exactly how the USA will fit the description of it being 
ten horns/kings, but do not doubt its fulfillment. In one 
way or another, if our interpretation of Revelation 17 is 
correct, the USA will soon fit the description. And the 
state will be under the control of the Protestant churches 
with the Papacy at its head. It will give its power (au-
thority) and strength (military might) to the 8th head of 
the beast in Revelation 17 (a confederacy of the world’s 
nations—called the image to the beast in Revelation 13) 
to war against Christ by enforcing religious mandates, 
such as the mark of the beast (Revelation 13—Sunday 
observance).

“13These have one mind, and shall give their power and 
strength unto the beast. 14These shall make war with the 
Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord 

10 regional directors appointed by the president. It is 
largely through federal grants and other funds distribut-
ed through these regional offices that the federal govern-
ment influences the states to follow its agenda.

I don’t know what the future holds or how these 10 
regions may or may not fit into the picture, but whether 
the federal government is dissolved and all of its power 
is distributed among these ten regions, or whether the 
states are dissolved and re-organized into 10 regions, or 
whether it happens in a different way, remains to be seen.

Currently, there is massive unrest and anger among the 
people. Change is on its way in some form. The UN and 
WEF plans for the USA is for its national sovereignty to 
be taken away and for it to be dissolved into regions of 
the UN. In fact that is their plan for every nation. John 
Lennon, giving voice to Communist plans, wrote the 
very popular song, “Imagine:”

“Imagine there’s no heaven... No hell below us...Imagine 
there’s no countries... And no religion too... Imagine all 
the people living life in peace... Imagine no possessions... 
No need for greed or hunger... A brotherhood of man, 
Imagine all the people sharing all the world. You, you 
may say, I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one, I hope 
some day you’ll join us, and the world will live as one.”

The servant of the Lord, over a century ago, prophesied 
of this civil unrest in America and many other places in 
the world, and predicted a civil war would result.

“In India, China, Russia, and the cities of America, 
thousands of men and women are dying of starvation. 
The monied men, because they have the power, control 
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of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him 
are called, and chosen, and faithful” (Revelation 17:13, 
14).

Prophecy is given that we will not be taken by surprise 
when events happen in our world, so that we can prepare 
for those events, so that our faith will be strengthened 
when we see the events take place, and so that we may 
know that God, who foresaw these events, has a plan to 
deal with the situation.

W R I T T E N  BY David Sims

1 Marx and Satan By Richard Wurmbrand
2 “In order for the United States to form an image of the beast, 

the religious power must so control the civil government that 
the authority of the state will also be employed by the church to 
accomplish her own ends” (GC, p. 443.2).

3 https://qz.com/1787763/the-list-of-delegates-to-the-2020-world-
economic-forum-in-davos/

4 “By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in viola-
tion of the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself fully 
from righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her hand 
across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she 
shall reach over the abyss to clasp hands with spiritualism, when, 
under the influence of this threefold union, our country shall 
repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and 
republican government, and shall make provision for the propa-
gation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know that 
the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that 
the end is near” (5T, p. 451.1).

5 “13And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the 
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out 
of the mouth of the false prophet. 14For they are the spirits of 
devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the 
earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty” (Revelation 16:13-14).

6 “The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretch-
ing their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of spiritualism; 
they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman 
power; and under the influence of this threefold union, this 
country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the 
rights of conscience” (GC, p. 588.1).  

7 “Babylon is said to be ‘the mother of harlots.’ By her daughters 
must be symbolized churches that cling to her doctrines and 
traditions, and follow her example of sacrificing the truth and 
the approval of God, in order to form an unlawful alliance with 
the world. The message of Revelation 14, announcing the fall of 
Babylon must apply to religious bodies that were once pure and 
have become corrupt. Since this message follows the warning 
of the judgment, it must be given in the last days; therefore it 
cannot refer to the Roman Church alone, for that church has 
been in a fallen condition for many centuries. Furthermore, in 
the eighteenth chapter of the Revelation the people of God are 
called upon to come out of Babylon. According to this scripture, 
many of God’s people must still be in Babylon. And in what re-
ligious bodies are the greater part of the followers of Christ now 
to be found? Without doubt, in the various churches professing 

the Protestant faith... ‘Thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and 
playedst the harlot because of thy renown.’ Ezekiel 16:14, 15 (GC, 
p. 382.3).

8 “‘And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make 
war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the command-
ments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.’ In the 
near future we shall see these words fulfilled as the Protestant 
churches unite with the world and with the papal power against 
commandment keepers. The same spirit which actuated papists 
in ages past will lead Protestants to pursue a similar course to-
ward those who will maintain their loyalty to God” (5T, p. 449.2).

9 “And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of 
those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the 
beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should 
make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, 
and did live” (Revelation 13:14).

10 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall 
hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall 
eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 17For God hath put in their 
hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto 
the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled” (Revelation 
17:16-17).

11“What is it that gives its kingdom to this power? Protestantism, 
a power which, while professing to have the temper and spirit 
of a lamb and to be allied to Heaven, speaks with the voice of a 
dragon. It is moved by a power from beneath” (7BC, p. 983.5).

12 5T 449.2
13 “When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants 

of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in the 
sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which 
has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire con-
trol of the finally impenitent. God’s long-suffering has ended. The 
world has rejected His mercy, despised His love, and trampled 
upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their 
probation; the Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last 
withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection 
from the wicked one. Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of 
the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease 
to hold in check the fierce winds of human passion, all the ele-
ments of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved 
in ruin more terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of 
old” (GC, p. 614.1).

14 “Many will be confronted by the spirits of devils personating 
beloved relatives or friends and declaring the most dangerous 
heresies. These visitants will appeal to our tenderest sympathies 
and will work miracles to sustain their pretensions. We must be 
prepared to withstand them with the Bible truth that the dead 
know not anything and that they who thus appear are the spirits 
of devils” (GC, p. 560.1).

15 “As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan 
himself will personate Christ. The church has long professed to 
look to the Saviour’s advent as the consummation of her hopes. 
Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ has come. 
In different parts of the earth, Satan will manifest himself among 
men as a majestic being of dazzling brightness, resembling the 
description of the Son of God given by John in the Revelation. 
Revelation 1:13-15. The glory that surrounds him is unsur-
passed by anything that mortal eyes have yet beheld. The shout 
of triumph rings out upon the air: “Christ has come! Christ has 

continued on page 34
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mouth would only be His words. And this is one of the 
greatest miracles God has worked for me. He helped me 
remember the Bible verses and helped me with the Bible 
studies without depending on my notes in my phone. I 
went home with a thankful heart praising God and deter-
mined to be less dependent on my phone from then on, 
to memorize Bible passages, and to work harder. 

Since then, God has again shown me that He will never 
fail to keep His promises, that we can always rely and 
depend on Him, that He is able to help us in time of 
need and give wisdom to those who ask. I praise Him for 
sending His Spirit to guide me. I know that in the future, 
He will still be the Rock we can depend on. Amen.

W R I T T E N  BY  Krysyll Lacap

God Never Fails 

“Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and 
teach thee what thou shalt say” (Exodus 4:12).

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him” (James 1:5).

God gave me the desire to be a missionary when I was 
still in university and He has helped me and guided me 
in this path despite all my weaknesses. He has shown 
and proved that He is able to keep me and help me in the 
work He has given me to do. He has kept His promises; 
not one failed, and I have seen that. He has proven it 
to me time and time again. I praise Him because He is 
trustworthy and faithful. But there is one specific experi-
ence I want to share with you. It might seem a small deal 
to others, but to me, it was one of the greatest things that 
God has done for me, and it left a deep impression in my 
heart.

God sent me to Negros to study and train in Waldensian 
Center. My companions and I would visit houses and 
study the Bible with those who were willing. At first, 
there were three of us but when the training ended, my 
companions left to go where God would send them, and 
I was the only one left. There was a time that I failed God 
and stopped visiting houses. He showed me this folly and 
I realized that the work must not stop just because I was 
alone. I started to visit houses again and studied the Bible 
with neighbors. 

One day, I went to visit houses and I forgot to bring my 
cellphone with me. I had been very dependent on my 
cellphone. I had my Bible study notes there and this 
would be the first time that I was going to give Bible 
studies without relying on my notes in my phone. It is 
truly a failure to be too dependent on one’s cellphone 
and not memorize Bible verses. I decided not to go 
back home to get my cellphone because it would take 
about another half hour if I were to do that and I did 
not want to be late to my appointment. So I prayed that 
God would give me wisdom and help me remember the 
important Bible passages that I needed to study with the 
people I visited, that He would enable me to answer their 
questions, and that the words that would come out of my 

Ministry & Evangelism
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To the Flock

purpose God 
had in mind 
when giving us 
an appreciation 
for music. We 
did not study 
the way God 
uses music 
and how we 
ought to be 
using music for 
His glory and 
honor. Anat-
omy class was 
totally divorced 
from physiol-
ogy and it be-
came a dry and 
boring exercise 
of the memory 
totally void of seeing its spectacular design for its func-
tion and glorifying its Creator for His forethought.

At one time, my religion teachers joyfully told us how the 
administrators of the conferences had finally accepted 
the higher critical or historical critical method of Bi-
ble study which the academics had been promoting for 
years. They began in earnest to teach us those methods. 
The conference ministers were required to participate in 
continuing education courses where my teachers would 
teach them these same methods. They taught that Job, 
Psalms, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon 
are poetical books, so we cannot use them for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness as it tells us in II Timothy 3:16. They taught that 
“Amos” was probably the worst book in the world and 
that he could not have been a Christian. Every three 
or four verses in Amos says “thus saith the Lord.” They 
taught that the Scriptures are not historically accurate.

These teachings lead us to pass judgment on the Scrip-
tures as to whether or to what degree they are inspired, 
and if it really was meant for us or just for the people liv-
ing back then. Some time later, attending Sabbath School 

In 1984, I returned to Pacific Union College, a Seventh 
Day Adventist college in California, after having spent a 
year as a student missionary in Korea. For the first time, 
awakening as from a sleep, I began to see that some-
thing was very wrong in the church. I started to review 
the classes I had taken and those I was then taking. My 
philosophy class required us to answer questions as if 
we were Aristotle, Plato, Confucius, etc. It was in fact 
training us to think like them. My Greek teacher claimed 
the Nestle Aland Greek text was the best despite its ap-
proximately 6000 significant alterations from the Textus 
Receptus used by the King James Version translators. The 
Vaticanus MS, the major basis for the Nestle Aland text, 
is acknowledged by nearly all to be the most altered and 
corrupted text in existence. But I had not even known to 
question my teacher at the time, and I knew nothing of 
the controversy until serving as a missionary, and having 
to answer difficult questions, I began to study things for 
myself.

My history teacher taught us that “The Epic of Gil-
gamesh,” a Greek flood legend, had just as much validity 
as Noah’s flood story in the Bible. She failed me for dis-
agreeing. My English teacher required us to read a stack 
of books over 2 feet high representing romances, science 
fiction, witchcraft, etc. Another history class spent nearly 
the whole time talking about the great men of the world 
and their victories in battles. Christian history dealt en-
tirely with the nominal church history, ignoring the true 
church in the wilderness. My psychology teacher taught 
us Freudian psychology as if it was the gospel truth, 
totally ignoring the Biblical view of the science of the 
mind. Only a couple of my many theology classes actu-
ally required us to have a Bible. We seldom studied the 
Bible itself in those classes, only what commentators said 
about the Bible. Physical education consisted in com-
petition sports, but fortunately, I was able to get other 
classes to substitute for those, like swimming, lifesaving, 
wilderness survival, jogging, etc. Music classes consist-
ed in studying what kinds of music were popular and 
predominant at different times and learning about their 
characteristics. We did not learn how to discern the good 
from the bad music and what effect it has on the physi-
ology and emotions from a spiritual perspective or what 

Independent Ministries in the Church Body



22 T H E  1889 R E V I E W  |  I S S U E  06 |  M A R C H - J U N E  2022

was taking over the church’s universities and hospitals. 
Seven couples that were good friends of mine had their 
children taken away for things like homeschooling, not 
feeding the children milk, meat or eggs, etc. All of these 
families were turned in to government by Seventh-day 
Adventist church members and leaders. I even had a 
phone call from our doctor who had received a call from 
an SDA friend of ours, warning that if my wife did not 
start taking the antibiotic he had prescribed for a UTI, 
and if we did not start giving our newborn cow’s milk or 
formula, he would have our baby taken away. Our baby 
was being breastfed, and it was just during the first cou-
ple of days when nursing was still hard and it was mostly 
colostrum.

Unbeknownst to me at the time, it was in my first year 
at PUC that the General Conference had officially voted 
to accept the Trinity doctrine. But with all of the other 
things I had seen and experienced so contrary to God’s 
principles in virtually every area of life, I was given a 
copy of the “Abomination of Desolation” by Robert Ses-
sler. Reading that convinced me that I had a responsibili-
ty to leave an apostate church. 

Membership in the “mainstream” was no longer an 
option. Accordingly, in 1986, I wrote a letter to the local 
church where I was a member, requesting my member-
ship to be removed.

For a little while, I worked with some independent min-
istries, but I was on the outside, not really knowing what 
was happening, not having my talents seen or utilized, 
and not having a voice in plans. After a short time, I 
formed a ministry I called “Words of Inspiration.” For 
several years, I tried sharing the truth, holding health 
lectures, cooking classes, workshops, evangelistic meet-
ings, passing out literature, writing a booklet, etc. But I 
became convinced that the work was never going to be 
finished by a bunch of independent atoms. I began to 
study the subject of organization and became convinced 
that when independent ministries work independently 
of proper church government and operate in the place 
of a church, they become, in reality, a counterfeit for 
the true church. I came to believe that God must have 
an organized church somewhere. If not, then we needed 
to organize that church if we were ever going to fulfill 
Christ’s prayer that we all might be one and be ready our-
selves for Jesus to come or if we were ever going to finish 
the gospel commission to warn the world.

It was in this state that I was introduced to the Seventh 
Day Adventist Reform Movement. I was impressed that 
here was a people that seemed at that time to be practic-
ing the truth and following the light much more so than 

class in a large church, I heard the fruit of this higher 
criticism when the teacher taught that the book of Job is 
allegorical and did not really happen in history.

Ministers began to be taught Neuro-Linguistic Program-
ming around this same time. It was a form of hypnotism 
and clearly a violation of God’s principles stated in the 
Spirit of Prophecy.

I had also experienced the discussions on campus of the 
doubts about the heavenly sanctuary doctrine and the 
2300 days. Some sided with Desmond Ford, others with 
Erwin Gane. I heard from the pulpit, “there is no literal 
sanctuary in heaven. You can’t put God in a box.” There 
was also the discussions on original sin with Dr. Priebe 
on one side and almost the whole religion staff on the 
other side. Then there was Dr. Veltman taking a paid 
Sabbatical to see just how much of Sister White’s major 
books were “plagiarized.” Just before I had started college, 
an SDA representative had met with the pope and pre-
sented him a medallion with a symbolic representation 
of the church on it, and within a few years, the General 
Conference president had stated under oath in a court of 
law that the book Great Controversy was consigned to the 
historical trash heap.

Youth classes became rock concerts, and some youth 
leaders would even take their class surfing on Sabbath 
morning.

Also at this time, I was just experiencing a revival of 
conviction about the need to follow the Adventist health 
message, trying to recover from hepatitis, hypoglycemia, 
shingles, and a rapid decline in my overall health after 
being overseas. And I knew by firsthand experience that 
the health message was not being followed by the laity, 
leaders, or institutions of Adventism, but a lucrative fake 
meat industry and allopathic medical system were coun-
terfeiting the health work in the church.

It was also at this 
time that I heard 
about abortions 
being done and 
a baboon heart 
transplanted into 
a baby in Loma 
Linda University 
hospital. I had heard my father’s evangelist friend who 
had a brain tumor emphatically declare he was not going 
to give up meat. He died shortly after. I saw naturopathic 
doctors and medical missionaries persecuted and turned 
in to government by the church leaders for practicing 
medicine without a license (though there was not a shred 
of evidence for it). At the same time, the allopathic cult 
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ers went without pay for years, not even knowing they 
were supposed to be on the payroll. In one case, a work-
er’s wages, coming from tithe and intended to support 
him, were loaned to him at interest instead of being 
given to him, and another portion of the wages was used 
at the discretion of the local leader to buy a motorcycle 
or projector when it was needed for the worker to use. 
A property that was supposed to be purchased for the 
ministry ended up being 1% of the size it was reported to 
be, and even then, not placed in the name of the church 
but instead in the name of the individual. In one country, 
a bus that was supposed to be purchased for the church 
wasn’t, and the money was not accounted for. There were, 
at times, in these foreign missions, unworthy lay-workers 
and ministers (some morally and others because of lack 
of training) that were on the ministry’s payroll, receiving 
tithes that should not have been receiving tithe. One that 
was supposed to be distributing ministers’ stipends was 
found out after a few years to have embezzled all that 
money, and was a wife-beater, carrying this on through-
out the night on one occasion with a piece of lumber, 
convinced that he had the Biblical authority to do so. 
He would even come to camp meetings and give glow-
ing reports of miraculous divine interventions to save 
his life when he was doing street preaching. There was 
even a con artist and thief posing as an ex-Seventh-day 
Adventist minister that was being supported by the tithe 
for some time. These things could not have happened if 
we had been interacting with a church committee in the 
foreign country and sending funds to a church account 
instead of just an individual ministry leader that had no 
one really to be accountable to and no one who could 
vote him in or out or supervise what he was doing. Even 
in the home field, without well constructed bylaws and 
strict adherence to them, wrong decisions were made by 
one or a few, to invest church funds in a high-risk invest-
ment that were not well-considered and caused the loss 
of huge amounts of church money. A properly organized 
church would never have allowed church funds to be 
invested in any investment. Proper church government 
cannot change the human heart nor can it solve every 
problem. But it will ensure that the church does all in its 
power to avert evils.

This was a “ministry” associated with other ministries. 
It was legally incorporated as a non-profit, and the few 
board members were its owners. They later allowed 
a church board to govern them, but it was a privilege 
granted that could easily have been removed or ignored. 
The church membership and committee had no legal ex-
istence. The board members of the ministry’s corporation 
were the only legal members. If there was wrong needing 

the mainstream, and they were properly organized as a 
church, with its various levels, and not simply a ministry. 
I ended up joining them, and was with them until the 
light was shed upon me that there are just two Divine Be-
ings, the Father and His real Son, and that their Spirit is 
not a separate conscious entity. I came to see the impor-
tance of this doctrine which led me to leave the Reform 
Movement, but I still was convicted that God must have 
a people that are organized as a worldwide church, not 
just scattered ministries.

Accordingly, I was instrumental in organizing the Sev-
enth Day Home Church Fellowships in 2007. It was not 
a ministry, but a church association. It was made up of as 
many as 8 local churches at one time. After some time, it 
suffered various setbacks with some leaving on account 
of the original sin teaching and others over other things 
until it ceased to really function as an association of 
churches and became simply a ministry.

Then I began working with another ministry. They 
had organized a local church and, to some extent, had 
merged the ministry with that church. Certain vital 
elements of church government were missing howev-
er. For example, membership was not defined or a roll 
kept. The only official voting membership consisted in 
the members of the committee of the corporation, but at 
times, they allowed everyone that happened to attend a 
camp meeting to vote, making decisions for the ministry 
irregardless of their identity, beliefs, loyalties, baptism, 
etc. Other times, decisions were made essentially by one 
man and at other times, by the church committee.

There was also no organization serving as a conference to 
be the link with believers in other parts of the country or 
in foreign countries. Without this extra level of organiza-
tion, the local church was merely loosely associated with 
the believers elsewhere that either supported or were be-
ing supported by them without any rules governing their 
mutual association and without a jointly elected author-
ity. The mission fields had no input in the leadership of 
those supporting them, neither did the church have any 
authority or oversight in the various mission fields they 
were supporting other than the influence the monetary 
support they were giving had on the people.

A single man in a foreign mission field would be entrust-
ed with funds to disburse to other individual ministers, 
or to purchase things for the ministry, or to carry out in-
structions such as building or buying property, instead of 
the communication being to a committee and the funds 
being sent to a church account. At times, money was 
diverted to the personal gain of individuals instead of 
going to its intended use, while ministers and lay-work-
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Proper church government starts with individuals 
uniting into local churches. The local church has a 
membership role, and it holds business meetings involv-
ing the entire church. The business session sets goals, 
makes plans, elects officers, and elects representatives to 
the local conference where delegates meet, officers are 
chosen, and decisions are made. The local conference 
elects representatives for the conference that it is sub-
ordinate to, whether it is a union conference or general 
conference. Thus, everyone, either directly or indirectly, 
has a voice in the proceedings of the world church body 
(8T, p.236.4). At each level, they may have their business 
committees, finance committees, general committees, 
etc. The entire body has a voice, at each level, either 
directly in its business meetings or through its selected 
representatives in the committees. Responsibilities are 
scattered among the members so that all that are willing 
can use their gifts and talents in the Lord’s work. Finan-
cially, each level participates in helping to support the 
next higher organizational level. In turn, through it, they 
receive instruction, training, materials, counsel, ministe-
rial assistance, and involvement with sister churches, etc. 
Thus, the church maintains a connection, active partici-
pation, and harmony with the worldwide church.

An “independent ministry” is inherently different. It is 
born as the dream of one or a few men desiring to serve 
in a certain line that they have a burden for. An individ-
ual running a ministry has every right to make decisions 
in any manner he chooses and to use its funds however 
he wishes to do so. However, potential donors have no 
inherent rights to have any part in plans, decisions, or 
activities. They have no inherent right to audit books, 
discipline the director, change the director, oversee the 
distribution of funds, etc. If they are at times granted 
certain of these rights, those rights can also be taken 
away just as easily. Thus, generally speaking, the prop-
er place for a ministry to occupy is to serve only to the 
extent it can fund itself from the ministry organizers and 
not receive donations from others. (There may be certain 
exceptions though.)  

And it is especially wrong for a church to pass church 
funds out of its control to an entity that is not under its 
control. It should fund departments of its own, not inde-
pendent ministries. 

A ministry should not have a membership. Membership 
involvement demands that there should be bylaws gov-
erning them and insuring proper representation, voting 
rights, fair elections, proper oversight and control vested 
in representatives rather than directed by one man. If 
these things exist, it really no longer is a ministry but is 

to be addressed, the church would have had no legal foot 
to stand on. This is not implying that a church must have 
a legal corporate status. But in the case mentioned, the 
money of the non-incorporated church was placed in the 
bank account of the ministry which was incorporated, 
and thus it belonged legally to the ministry.

If a foreign country had no organized church for the 
home church to deal with, then a missionary from the 
home country should have been present to supervise 
the work and distribute funds, or at the very least, the 
individual workers should have been paid directly and 
supervised directly by the home field and should only 
have been hired when the home field committee per-
sonally had knowledge of their qualifications and capa-
bilities. Regular reports should have been required, and 
supervision of those workers should have been done in 
some way, including regular visitation and auditing of 
the books. If a properly organized church is engaged in 
supporting foreign missions, proper church government 
establishes bylaws to govern those dealings in a way that 
will safeguard the funds, the ministry from unworthy 
ministers, and the properties.

An aspect of Gospel order worthy of note is mentioned 
in the following quote.

“The Lord in His wisdom has arranged that by means 
of the close relationship that should be maintained by 
all believers, Christian shall be united to Christian and 
church to church. Thus the human instrumentality will 
be enabled to co-operate with the divine. Every agency 
will be subordinate to the Holy Spirit, and all the be-
lievers will be united in an organized and well-directed 
effort to give to the world the glad tidings of the grace of 
God” (AA, p. 164.1).

This describes the need for more than simply the local 
church. It describes a need for a conference.

I have experienced, firsthand for years, a danger among 
independent ministries that have come out of the SDA 
church, that could potentially have eternal consequences. 
Often, they have so long indulged the independent spirit 
that they have a very warped sense of gospel order. They 
have thrown off all restraint and want no reins of control. 
They are like independent atoms (1MR, p. 362.2). In the 
physical world, atoms unite to form molecules, molecules 
form cells, cells form organs, and organs form systems, 
and systems form the body. This does not happen with 
ministries.
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A ministry should not have a membership. Membership involvement 
demands that there should be bylaws governing them and insuring 
proper representation, voting rights, fair elections, proper oversight 
and control vested in representatives rather than directed by one 
man. If these things exist, it really no longer is a ministry but is a 
church. 

was formed and it was arranged for yearly meetings of 
representatives from the different conferences to meet 
and make plans for these types of activities. Many won-

derful plans were made, however, they usually failed to 
come to fruition or to continue. This was because it was 
not an official organization that the conferences were 
subordinate to, and nothing bound them to abide by its 
decisions. Morally, the local conferences could not finan-
cially contribute to an entity that was not even an offi-
cial organization of the church. To have a legal entity to 
own property, they would have needed to be organized. 
Furthermore, once the representatives went home, there 
was no “central” or mutual organization to carry out the 
decisions. It gave the appearance of unity, but in reality, 
there was little real joint cooperation, and the influence 
of the schools, publishing work, coordination and distri-
bution of the ministerial forces, and financial resources 
were much inferior to what it could have been if they had 
had a proper union conference organization.

More importantly, without total group harmony in 
doctrines, policies, goals, and a common ministry, etc., 
it is still simply an association of independent church 
ministries and not a church. If there are no agreed upon 
rules governing examination and selection of candidates 
for ordination, it is still a collection of churches, not one 
church body. If there is no regular election of officers, 
committee disbursement and oversight of funds, audits, 
transparency in transactions available for the members to 
see, and recognition of authority placed in those elected 
to the various offices, and respect for decisions made 
by that association’s duly elected leaders, then the entity 
remains an association of independent groups and not 
a church body. It is like a hand wanting to be part of the 
human body by only being connected to it outwardly 
by the skin without being connected to the other vital 
organs through the skeletal, nervous, circulatory, and 
muscular systems that will enable it to perform its func-
tion. If it only serves itself and not the body, there is only 
a surface connection, and it is not truly part of the body.

a church. And if it is a church, it needs to be connected 
church to church, within a proper conference organiza-
tion with its bylaws, etc.

Bylaws can be likened to a bill 
of rights. And if a ministry has 
a “membership” without by-
laws defining membership and 
granting them rights to vote and 
to hold even the highest offices, 
spelling out length of terms of 
offices etc., then it is a dictator-
ship. Their only rights are those 
that the head of the ministry 
chooses to grant them at any 
particular time. They should not 
submit their money and resources to such a dictatorship, 
even if the dictator grants the right to a committee, for 
that right can be removed by the same power that grant-
ed it. This kind of situation creates a breeding ground for 
corruption for there is no oversight, checks and balances, 
transparency, etc.

If they come together with a body of like-minded be-
lievers to form this ministry, and each joins on an equal 
footing as everyone else, as members, they are function-
ing more like a church rather than an individual or fam-
ily ministry. But even still, without the connection with 
other churches as described above, they are still only a 
local church.

Furthermore, if they choose to affiliate with other 
churches for discussions, group decisions about certain 
things, or for certain group projects, without a set of 
guidelines/bylaws to govern and coordinate the planning, 
and without commitment to the organization and its 
bylaws, the decisions are not binding and can be over-
turned at the local level. It is like a couple desiring to live 
together, enjoying the privileges of marriage without the 
commitment that goes along with marriage. That hap-
pens in the world, but it cannot be the way God’s people 
function. Gospel order demands church membership 
with commitment.

When I was in the SDARM for some years, the confer-
ences in North America did not wish to form a union 
conference because, remaining as separate local con-
ferences, they had more representation at the General 
Conference than if they were to form a union. However, 
they desired the advantages a union would have afford-
ed, such as ability to have the resources for a missionary 
school, a strong printing work, ministerial training, etc. 
So a system was devised for which there was no template 
already in existence. A sort of alliance or association 
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“Those who are inclined to regard their individual judg-
ment as supreme are in grave peril. It is Satan’s studied 
effort to separate such ones from those who are channels 
of light, through whom God has wrought to build up and 
extend His work in the earth. To neglect or despise those 
whom God has appointed to bear the responsibilities of 
leadership in connection with the advancement of the 
truth, is to reject the means that He has ordained for the 
help, encouragement, and strength of His people. For any 
worker in the Lord’s cause to pass these by, and to think 
that his light must come through no other channel than 
directly from God, is to place himself in a position where 
he is liable to be deceived by the enemy and overthrown. 
The Lord in His wisdom has arranged that by means 
of the close relationship that should be maintained by 
all believers, Christian shall be united to Christian and 
church to church. Thus the human instrumentality will 
be enabled to co-operate with the divine. Every agency 
will be subordinate to the Holy Spirit, and all the believ-
ers will be united in an organized and well-directed effort 
to give to the world the glad tidings of the grace of God” 
(AA, p. 164.1).

The servant of the Lord warns us that Satan will attempt 
to disorganize the work and bring in disorderly elements 
at a time when thorough organization is essential.

“O how Satan would rejoice if 
he could succeed in his efforts 
to get in among this people, and 
disorganize the work at a time 
when thorough organization is 
essential, and will be the great-
est power to keep out spurious 
uprisings, and to refute claims 
not endorsed by the Word of 
God! We want to hold the lines 
evenly, that there shall be no 

breaking down of the system of organization and order 
that has been built up by wise, careful labor. License must 
not be given to disorderly elements that desire to control 
the work at this time” (GW, p. 487).

May we “grow up into him in all things, which is the 
head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly 
joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the mea-
sure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love” (Ephesians 4:15) is my earnest 
prayer. Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Pastor David Sims

Ephesians 4:16 describes how the genuine body of Christ 
is connected “...the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth...” It pic-
tures not merely an external connection; every part is fit-
ly joined together and is necessarily affected by the action 
of the others. When one part is suffering, the whole body 
suffers. The nourishment received through the mouth is 
naturally distributed by the blood throughout the whole 
system, hence the whole body grows. This is how God 
intended for His church to be connected and function-
ing; and for us to receive God’s approval and blessing, we 
must cooperate in His plan.

A church is a body, in constant com-
munication, functioning in perfect 
harmony, each member assisting the 
other members for the sake of and for 
the agenda of the body itself rather than 
each pursuing their individual agenda.  
Its ministers are fittingly represented 
by the nerves of the body. Each local 
church will recognize not only just their 
own local church’s ministers but also 
the ministers/messengers of the larg-
er church regardless of where they are 
from. But if a group is not fully united as 
a true member of the body, as described 

above, their ministers/messengers are not messengers of 
the body but rather of the local group that ordained or 
elected them (TM, p.26.2).

“There have ever been in the church those who are con-
stantly inclined toward individual independence. They 
seem unable to realize that independence of spirit is lia-
ble to lead the human agent to have too much confidence 
in himself and to trust in his own judgment rather than 
to respect the counsel and highly esteem the judgment 
of his brethren, especially of those in the offices that God 
has appointed for the leadership of His people. God has 
invested His church with special authority and power 
which no one can be justified in disregarding and despis-
ing, for he who does this despises the voice of God” (AA, 
p. 163.2).

A church is a body, in constant communication, functioning in perfect 
harmony, each member assisting the other members for the sake of 
and for the agenda of the body itself rather than each pursuing their 
individual agenda.
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It is Written

not the present truth that the flock needs now.

First, I wish to say that there are some elements of truth 
in this teaching, and there are many passages and refer-
ences that seemingly support it. But the mingling of truth 
and error is why it becomes difficult at times to distin-
guish that which is true from that which is false. And 
using SOP quotes without carefully considering their 
context can also be misleading.

“God has given in His word decisive evidence that He 
will punish the transgressors of His law. Those who flat-
ter themselves that He is too merciful to execute justice 
upon the sinner, have only to look to the cross of Calvary. 
The death of the spotless Son of God testifies that “the 
wages of sin is death,” that every violation of God’s law 
must receive its just retribution. Christ the sinless be-
came sin for man. He bore the guilt of transgression, and 
the hiding of His Father’s face, until His heart was broken 
and His life crushed out. All this sacrifice was made that 
sinners might be redeemed. In no other way could man 
be freed from the penalty of sin. And every soul that 
refuses to become a partaker of the atonement provided 
at such a cost must bear in his own person the guilt and 
punishment of transgression” (GC, p. 539.3).

It will be admitted that God punishes sinners as He pun-
ished Christ, but again the question is urged, “how did 

To those living at the close of this earth’s history, God has 
given a special work of revealing the character of God, 
and specifically, His attribute of love.  

“Those who wait for the Bridegroom’s coming are to say 
to the people, “Behold your God.” The last rays of mer-
ciful light, the last message of mercy to be given to the 
world, is a revelation of His character of love. The chil-
dren of God are to manifest His glory. In their own life 
and character they are to reveal what the grace of God 
has done for them” (COL, p. 415.5).

But a cause of division has arisen because of differing 
viewpoints of what God’s character really is or, at least, 
how it is manifested. The Bible says: “... God is love” (I 
John 4:8), and few Christians would openly deny that. 
The differences, however, really stem from the various 
ideas of what really constitutes love. The tendency is 
to define love by our own ideas or experience, but that 
cannot be the truth for that can vary from individual to 
individual. How much more probable is it then that it 
will be different from God’s definition of love.

“8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 
55:8-9).

It is imperative, therefore, that we look to the standard 
of God’s word to define for us God’s character and His 
attribute of love.

There is a viewpoint held by some that God’s love pre-
vents Him from ever killing directly, but rather, it is 
always either natural causes or the malice of Satan. When 
pressed, this teaching admits that God kills, but “how,” it 
says, should be the question. It claims that it is contrary 
to God’s character to destroy directly, and if God kills in-
directly at one time, it must always be the case. It claims 
that this is the message meant in the statement quoted 
above, and that the message that God does not destroy 
directly is the last message to be given to the world. It 
would follow then that the three angels’ messages (that 
there is One Supreme Being to worship, that the hour of 
His judgment is come, that to come out of Babylon, to 
observe the Sabbath, and avoid the mark of the beast) are 

The Character of God
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“And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, 
a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and 
escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, 
although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him 
without cause” (Job 2:3).

You know the story. Satan’s accusations against Job 
caused God to remove the hedge of protection He had 
placed about Job to prove the accusations were untrue, 
and Satan quickly brought devastation upon his house-
hold. The book of Job reveals the cause of suffering in the 
light of the great controversy. It shows that Satan brings 
suffering upon human beings, and God is working to 
protect them. It especially reveals to us why the righteous 
sometimes suffer. It is not given for the purpose of being 
an example to define every instance of suffering or death 
for everyone, righteous or wicked. And it certainly gives 
us no example of why or how the wicked will suffer the 
penalty for their sins. In fact, the friends of Job were re-
proved for thinking that Job’s suffering was an example of 
how the wicked suffer the penalty for sin. Let that sink in. 
Job is not to be likened to the wicked suffering a penalty 
for their sins.

In Job’s situation, God took credit for bringing suffering 
upon Job because he removed the hedge of protection 
allowing Satan to bring suffering upon him. But nowhere 
does Scripture tell us that this is always the case and that 
God never actively brings suffering or death upon some-
one. And another point is that neither Job nor any other 
book in the Bible should be the interpreter of every other 
book or passage of Scripture.

Someone may ask, “Shall we not interpret the Bible, espe-
cially the Old Testament, in the light of the life of Christ? 
He never hurt anything, and He said ‘I came not to judge 
the world but to save the world’ (Jn 12:47), ‘For the Son 
of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save 
them’ (Lk 9:54).” That is true. Jesus’ life certainly revealed 
to us God’s character of love, and it revealed also God’s 
character of justice when Christ took the penalty for our 
sins upon Him, and suffered and died under God’s wrath 
and penalty for our sins. The love and justice of God are 
attributes of God’s character. The fact that He will pun-
ish sin and sinners is part of His character. However, the 
matter of how God will manifest His justice in the de-
struction of sin and sinners was not displayed in the life 
of Christ on earth and is not relevant to the character of 
God. However, Jesus intimated that there was yet another 
manifestation of that aspect of His character that was yet 
to be displayed in the future, when He cursed the fig tree. 
But to see from the life of Christ how God will ultimate-

God punish Christ?” “By hiding his face.” “That is how 
he will punish transgressors.” But if someone can prevent 
the death of someone and does not do it, are they not 
also, in part, responsible for the death? This in itself does 
not necessarily imply any injustice or wrong-doing in 
the matter, for circumstances vary, but it simply accepts 
responsibility for results of omission of responsibility as 
well as commission of an act.

As utterly shocking as it may sound, a recent bill placed 
before the US congress would allow a mother to com-
pletely abandon her child during the first month after 
giving birth, thus extending “her rights” to abort the 
baby not only to full term, but even giving her the “right” 
not to have to care for the baby for the first month. In 
the obvious event of the baby dying, any neglect of the 
mother to feed, clothe, provide shelter, hold, put a diaper 
on, or anything for the first month would not be consid-
ered criminal or punishable. If we are thinking correctly 
and our consciences are not dead, we should realize that 
this willful negligence is no better than murder. The 
mother is just as guilty of taking the baby’s life as if she 
were to hold its head under water. Does it really matter 
how the baby dies in this case? This bill before the US 
Congress rivals Communist China’s policies of one child 
per couple, where in the days when I visited it, there were 
full term, living babies being left in garbage cans or on 
the doorsteps of foreigners.

The difference in this scenario from our subject of how 
God destroys is only different in the respect that when 
God does something, He is doing it as a judge, having 
considered all the evidence, and only meets out punish-
ment that is deserved. But how He does it is beside the 
point. Whether He withdraws protection, whether He 
withdraws life, or whether He extinguishes life, He is still 
responsible.

“For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the 
earth forty days and forty nights; and every living sub-
stance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of 
the earth” (Genesis 7:4).

“See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with 
me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither 
is there any that can deliver out of my hand” (Deuteron-
omy 32:39).

God says He destroys and kills. If we claim otherwise, we 
are going against the plain statements of God’s word. In 
fact, we should realize that if God is God, nothing can 
happen to us without His permission. This is why God 
takes responsibility when things happen to us, like in the 
case of Job.
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to “punish” sin with sin, hence the sinner is reaping the 
results of his own choice and thus destroying himself. But 
if sin is not punished in this life, the obvious implication 
is that it will be punished in the afterlife. Notice also that 
what we sometimes think is punishment for sin is not 
arbitrary punishment from God, but it is the suffering 
naturally resulting from sin. So the natural results that we 
bring upon ourselves by our sins are not the punishment 
for our sins that will take place in the afterlife after the 
second resurrection. Then, punishment for our sins after 
the second resurrection must be the direct act of God in 
punishment of sin. So we cannot use how God deals with 
sin in this life as an example of how He will deal with it 
after the second resurrection.

“For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he 
shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do 
his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his 
strange act” (Isaiah 28:21).

God even calls it a strange act. It is something which He 
normally does not do, something which would seem out 
of character, just like when Jesus cursed the fig tree, the 
only time the disciples had ever seen him curse some-
thing. But yet, God has clearly told us He will “punish” 
sinners.

“In sparing the life of Cain the murderer, God gave the 
world an example of what would be the result of permit-
ting the sinner to live to continue a course of unbridled 
iniquity. Through the influence of Cain’s teaching and 
example, multitudes of his descendants were led into sin, 
until ‘the wickedness of man was great in the earth’ and 
‘every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually.’ ‘The earth also was corrupt before God, 
and the earth was filled with violence’ [Genesis 6:5, 11] 
(GC, p. 543.2).

The clear implication is that God cannot simply leave 
sin to reap its natural consequences forever. Ultimately, 
God needs to punish the wicked. Sodom and Gomor-

ly manifest His justice, we need to observe each of the 
phases of the ministry of Christ and not only the time He 
was on the earth. On earth, His work was as a prophet 
and a sacrifice. In heaven, He carries on the work of a 
mediator and priest. But when He completes that work, 
He will put on the garments of vengeance and begin His 
ministry of wrath.

“Jesus is about to leave the mercy seat of the heavenly 
sanctuary to put on garments of vengeance and pour 
out His wrath in judgments upon those who have not 
responded to the light God has given them. “Because 
sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them 
to do evil.” (5T, p. 207.4).

“With unerring accuracy the Infinite One still keeps an 
account with all nations. While His mercy is tendered 
with calls to repentance, this account will remain open; 
but when the figures reach a certain amount which God 
has fixed, the ministry of His wrath commences. The ac-
count is closed. Divine patience ceases. There is no more 
pleading of mercy in their behalf ”  (5T, p. 208.2).

“But if men continue to resist light and evidence, they 
will cut themselves off from God’s mercy, and then will 
come the ministry of wrath. God cannot save the sinner 
in his sin. The love of God is immeasurable to those who 
repent, but His justice is firm and uncompromising to 
those who abuse his long-suffering love” (ST, November 
15, 1899, par. 6).

God also reminds us that the sinner actually destroys 
himself by his choices.

“God Himself will take the case in hand. His restraining 
power will be in a measure removed from the agencies of 
evil, so that a train of circumstances will arise which will 
punish sin with sin” (PP, p. 728.1).

“It was generally believed by the Jews that sin is punished 
in this life. Every affliction was regarded as the penalty 
of some wrongdoing, either of the sufferer himself or of 
his parents. It is true that all suffering results from the 
transgression of God’s law, but this truth had become 
perverted. Satan, the author of sin and all its results, had 
led men to look upon disease and death as proceeding 
from God,--as punishment arbitrarily inflicted on ac-
count of sin. Hence one upon whom some great affliction 
or calamity had fallen had the additional burden of being 
regarded as a great sinner” (DA, p. 471.1).

But does this negate that God ever kills? No. Lets have 
a lesson in correct reasoning and try to decipher truth 
from error. We acknowledge that sin is generally not 
punished in this life, and that God allows circumstances 
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in another place it says Pharaoh hardened his own heart. 
We harmonize that by recognizing that it was God’s ac-
tions to draw Pharaoh to acknowledge Him that resulted 
in Pharaoh hardening his heart even more.

But there are also examples where God clearly broke 
out in destroying someone where no satanic power was 
involved or natural causes. Or, at the very least, God 
wanted us to believe that He directly killed someone.

“And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; 
and God smote him there for his error; and there he died 
by the ark of God” (II Samuel 6:7).

No other explanation is given to us anywhere. Clearly, if 
the prophet was inspired, God is telling us that He smote 
Uzzah. Should we then think that we are more greatly 
inspired than the prophet Samuel, that we are given the 
work of explaining the passage away to mean something 
different than it says? God has not given any man the 
duty of denying the plain statements of Scripture and 
come up with his own theory as to how it must have hap-
pened in order to maintain his theory.

Another clear example of God directly destroying people 
is in the story of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.

“29If these men die the common death of all men, or if 
they be visited after the visitation of all men; then the 
LORD hath not sent me. 30But if the LORD make a new 
thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them 
up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down 
quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these 
men have provoked the LORD. 31And it came to pass, 
as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that 
the ground clave asunder that was under them: 32And 
the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, 
and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto 
Korah, and all their goods. 33They, and all that apper-
tained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the 
earth closed upon them: and they perished from among 
the congregation” (Numbers 16:29-33).

rah suffering the vengeance of “eternal” fire, when fire 
and brimstone rained down from heaven upon them, 
were given us as an example of how God deals with the 
wicked.

“In mercy to the world, God blotted out its wicked in-
habitants in Noah’s time. In mercy He destroyed the cor-
rupt dwellers in Sodom. ...It is in mercy to the universe 
that God will finally destroy the rejecters of His grace” 
(GC, p. 543.3).

Please notice that mercy is compatible with destroying. 
In fact, the destruction of the wicked is said to be done in 
mercy.

Shall we then take upon ourselves the message that 
though God says He destroys, He doesn’t really, or that 
“God says that, but we need to know how He does de-
stroy,” and then try to defend God? If God felt His words 
through the prophet needed to be defended, He would 
have corrected them in their expressions. It is not a re-
sponsibility laid upon us to correct the impression upon 
minds as they read the Scripture. God has made no 
man an interpreter of Scripture for others. To imply that 
the Scriptures are not really clear enough for people to 
understand without our explanation is an affront to God 
and His holy prophets. To think we must justify God in 
the hundreds or thousands of places it speaks of God or 
His people or His angels destroying at His command is in 
fact to destroy the word of God.

He has also given us some examples of certain exceptions 
in His dealings even in this life with sinners.

“6And the angels which kept not their first estate, but 
left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day. 7Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about 
them in like manner, giving themselves over to forni-
cation, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an 
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” (Jude 
1:6-7).

So there are exceptions to the general rule previously 
mentioned implying that God does not punish sin in 
this life. Sodom and Gomorrha mentioned above are an 
example. There are others we will notice shortly.

We acknowledge that, many times, God takes responsi-
bility for an action in one passage, and in another pas-
sage, it attributes the act to some other agency that He 
used or allowed to directly bring it about. One example 
is mentioned previously where Satan brought the disas-
ter upon Job and God takes credit for having done the 
destruction because He allowed it. Another example is 
where He claims to have hardened Pharaoh’s heart, but 
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when it attributes destruction or killing to God. Instead, 
a scenario of how it must have happened naturally or by 
Satan’s power is imagined. This is a very dangerous prin-
ciple of Biblical interpretation. It is what the Bible calls 
“private interpretation.” It will lead to applying the same 
principle to any Scripture which seems objectionable to 
the reader. He will come to think he is at liberty to apply 
some predetermined principle of his view of God, skip 
the plain and obvious meaning of the words, and make a 
new interpretation according to his own ideas.

This is the same thing that is done by those who do not 
believe in miracles. Every place that Scripture mentions 
Jesus or someone else performing a miracle, they will 
come up with some scientific way that it could have 
happened through natural means. By the same logic, 
those who do not like a certain passage because it speaks 
against some evil practice will find some excuse as to 
why the passage does not mean what it says, or that it 
must have been altered, or that the writer did not really 
understand God and so he expressed it wrongly, etc.

The question of how God did something has never been 
given us to discover. If it has not been revealed, then let 
us leave it alone. We are not to make a test of fellowship 
out of how God destroyed if it is not revealed. The Bible 
says:

“And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote 
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn 
of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of 
the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn 
of cattle” (Exodus 12:29).

“And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD 
smote Nabal, that he died” (1 Samuel 25:38).

“And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, 
because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of 
worms, and gave up the ghost” (Acts 12:23).

In fact, 9 times the Scripture says “the Lord smote,” and 
twice, “God smote.” Numerous times He says He will 
smite. He says I will destroy, I destroyed,... God has not 
revealed to us how He did something in countless in-
stances. Whether or not God caused the cells to obey His 
voice and cease their functions, or whether God ceased 
to impart the energy/life from those cells, matters not. 
God is ultimately responsible for that which He could 
have prevented. Does this mean God is unloving if tech-
nically He can be said to be the causative agent instead 
of passively allowing someone to die? How can we doubt 
His love when He has given us so much evidence of it? 
In fact, He gave His only begotten Son. It is wrong to im-
pose our conception of love on God. Why is it unloving 

This manifestation of supernatural power of the earth 
opening up and swallowing these men was specifical-
ly given so that the people would know God had sent 
Moses. Let that sink in. God slew these men in a super-
natural way to prove that He was leading Moses. Any 
theory of there being an earthquake fault under just 
those particular tents of these two families and not under 
the rest of the camp, that would open up just at the right 
time and just the right size at the word of Moses, is im-
possible. Any theory of Satan opening up the ground at 
just the right time, in just the right place, and thus work-
ing together with God to prove God had sent Moses, is 
unthinkable. In fact, it was Satan that moved upon the 
people to deny that God had done it, and to think that 
Moses through some enchantment had enlisted super-
natural power of Satan.

“But on the morrow all the congregation of the children 
of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron, 
saying, Ye have killed the people of the LORD” (Numbers 
16:41).

God has told us He 
loves us and has proven 
it in giving His only 
begotten Son. We are to 
believe it. We have not 
been given the work to 
analyze each passage 
where God says He kills someone and see how God did 
it to prove He is loving. Our finite minds do not even 
understand what true love is. We may not be able to un-
derstand how God can kill someone and still be loving, 
any more than a baby can understand how its mommy 
loves it and yet snatches it away from a hot stove when 
it is about to touch it. But the baby has enough other 
evidence of the mother’s love that it does not doubt. 
Neither should we just because we cannot harmonize 
in our minds how God can be loving and still do what a 
Scripture says He did.

“The Bible is written by inspired men, but it is not God’s 
mode of thought and expression. It is that of humanity. 
God, as a writer, is not represented. Men will often say 
such an expression is not like God. But God has not put 
Himself in words, in logic, in rhetoric, on trial in the Bi-
ble. The writers of the Bible were God’s penmen, not His 
pen. Look at the different writers” (1SM, p. 21.1).  

One of the dangers of this false teaching about God’s 
character is that it leads to speculation and private inter-
pretation of the Scriptures. Rather than accepting a pas-
sage for its plain and obvious meaning, it is approached 
with the assumption that it cannot mean just what it says 
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tells Israel how they are to relate the story of the Passover 
night to their children.  

“14And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to 
come, saying, What is this? that thou shalt say unto him, 
By strength of hand the LORD brought us out from 
Egypt, from the house of bondage: 15And it came to pass, 
when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the LORD 
slew all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the 
firstborn of man, and the firstborn of beast: therefore I 
sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, being 
males; but all the firstborn of my children I redeem” 
(Exodus 13:14-15). 

They were to teach their children that the LORD (Je-
hovah in the Hebrew) slew the firstborn. Can anyone 
in good conscience then believe that today we ought to 
teach our children and others that God did not slay the 
firstborn, but that He allowed Satan to kill them? Isn’t 
that a direct violation of God’s specific command, “thou 
shalt say... the LORD slew all the firstborn...?”

for God to execute, in justice, the murderer, the rebel, the 
hater of God and man? Hitler, Mao, Stalin, Pol Pot, and 
countless others have been collectively responsible for 
millions of tortures and murders. Can any right-think-
ing person believe it would be unloving to execute such 
criminals?

Furthermore, this false teaching about the “character of 
God,” which denies that His love allows and prompts 
Him at times to destroy, is actually misportraying the 
character of God if we let the plain Scriptures teach us.

Another point is: does God command His angels or His 
people to destroy if He Himself will not do it? Like the 
numerous times God tells His people to go to battle, kill-
ing men, women, and children, or the times His angels 
are said to have killed or destroyed. The argument that 
God merely allowed them to do it because that is how 
they wanted to do it is without foundation. The Scripture 
says in numerous places that God commanded His peo-
ple to fight, to kill, etc. He also commanded that Sabbath 
breakers and blasphemers etc. be killed.

And consider the following:

“For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and 
will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgment: I am the LORD” (Exodus 12:12).

“For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; 
and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the 
two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and 
will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses 
to smite you” (Exodus 12:23).

“...Satan is the destroyer; Christ is the restorer...” (1NL, p. 
140.4).

I have read the above combination of quotations in 
certain literature applied in a way to say that though God 
claims to have killed the firstborn, it really is Satan that is 
the destroyer, and thus it was Satan that killed the first-
born. Firstly, the word “destroyer” in Hebrew in this pas-
sage is simply a verb participle. It is not a proper name 
for Satan. It simply means the one doing the destroying 
at that time. Certainly, Satan is a destroyer, but this word 
is used for various people and for God himself when He 
destroys. It is used for other nations who came to destroy 
Israel, and for anything that destroyed. Satan is not the 
only one that this can apply to. And in this text, God spe-
cifically says “I will ...smite.” Rather than concluding that 
God did not really destroy the firstborn and that Satan 
did it, we ought to accept the Scriptures’ plain statements 
that God did the destroying. In the following text, God 

The same reasoning is used concerning the following 
texts where it plainly says the angel of the Lord did the 
killing. In the books I have read promoting this false 
teaching about God, the claim is made that though it says 
LORD (Jehovah in the Hebrew), it means Satan. This 
claim is not based upon anything in the text or in the He-
brew, just an assumption. This is one of the reasons this 
teaching is so harmful. It destroys our faith in the plain 
Word of God, and makes us a judge of the Scriptures as 
to what it really means other than its plain meaning, and 
opens the door for us to use our own or another person’s 
private interpretation of its meaning.

“And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the 
LORD went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians 
an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they 
arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead 
corpses” (II Kings 19:35).
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Some will say the fire is figurative. It may be figurative of 
eternal destruction, but it is also clearly literal because 
figurative fire does not cause eternal destruction to phys-
ical bodies.

I have read a book by proponents of this theory that stat-
ed that when you read of the angel of the Lord destroy-
ing, like in the passage above, we must understand that 
it means the “Lord Satan.” This is how far this teaching 
leads one. It leads its adherents to so twist the meaning 
of plain Scripture as to mean directly opposite of what it 
says.

“Korah would not have taken the course he did had he 
known that all the directions and reproofs communicat-
ed to Israel were from God. But he might have known 
this. God had given overwhelming evidence that He was 
leading Israel. But Korah and his companions rejected 
light until they became so blinded that the most striking 
manifestations of His power were not sufficient to con-
vince them; they attributed them all to human or satanic 
agency. The same thing was done by the people, who the 
day after the destruction of Korah and his company came 
to Moses and Aaron, saying, “Ye have killed the people 
of the Lord.” Notwithstanding they had had the most 
convincing evidence of God’s displeasure at their course, 
in the destruction of the men who had deceived them, 
they dared to attribute His judgments to Satan, declar-
ing that through the power of the evil one, Moses and 
Aaron had caused the death of good and holy men. It was 
this act that sealed their doom. They had committed the 
sin against the Holy Spirit, a sin by which man’s heart is 
effectually hardened against the influence of divine grace. 
'Whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man,' 
said Christ, 'it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever spea-
keth against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him.' 
Matthew 12:32. These words were spoken by our Sav-
iour when the gracious works which He had performed 
through the power of God were attributed by the Jews to 
Beelzebub. It is through the agency of the Holy Spirit that 
God communicates with man; and those who deliberate-
ly reject this agency as satanic, have cut off the channel 
of communication between the soul and Heaven” (PP, p. 
404.4).

I must admit that those who are persisting in doing the 
same thing today of attributing the judgments of God 
to natural or satanic agencies, of rejecting the over-
whelming evidences found in the Scripture that says God 
destroys (whether directly or not), are also on the same 
path that Korah and his companions had followed. And 
that is a dangerous path to be on.

Let me be very clear. The fact that God is merciful and 

“And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, 
because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of 
worms, and gave up the ghost” (Acts 12:23).

There is the story of Balaam which sheds some light as 
well.

“And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three 
times: unless she had turned from me, surely now also I 
had slain thee, and saved her alive” (Numbers 22:33).

Here is an interesting passage. The angel of the Lord, on 
an errand for God, says that he would have slain Balaam 
if the animal had not turned aside. Was he bluffing? That 
is not reasonable, neither is it reasonable to think that the 
angel would have done it contrary to God’s will. Clearly 
the angel would have remained sinless if he had killed 
Balaam under those circumstances.

The books expounding these teachings also state that 
the fire that will consume the devil and the wicked will 
not come from God but comes out from the midst of the 
wicked as it states in the following passage concerning 
Satan.
18Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of 
thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore 
will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall de-
vour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in 
the sight of all them that behold thee… 22And say, Thus 
saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Zidon; 
and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I shall have executed 
judgments in her, and shall be sanctified in her” (Ezekiel 
28:18, 22).

But notice that the Scripture says, “I will bring forth....” 
This is not a natural occurrence. God says He will bring it 
out of him. And furthermore, God says, “I will bring thee 
to ashes...” Clearly this is causative. It is something God 
actively does, not passively. It continues on to say that 
God is glorified when He executes judgments on Zidon. 
Justice exercised by a just yet compassionate God ought 
in no way to be a negative on His character. And while 
fire may come out of the midst of Satan, Scripture also 
clearly says that fire comes down from God and devours 
the wicked, and that Satan is cast into the lake of fire, not 
that he just falls in.

“9And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and 
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved 
city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and 
devoured them. 10And the devil that deceived them was 
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever” (Revelation of John 20:9-10).
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burden of this sacred duty is 
heavy on my heart, but I realize 
the utter inefficiency of my 
own self to do a thorough work 
due to my imperfections, both 
cultivated and inherited. So I 
cling to my Saviour pleading 
for grace, daily.

My heart grieves when I hear 
my children talk to me as if I 
am their servant, when I see 
them treat me as if I am no 
more than their slave. I under-
stand my God-given duty and 
privilege as a mother to rule 
my household, even as a queen 
reigneth her kingdom. But I 
have made them what they 
are. I cannot blame them for 
the wrongs I have done them, 
for my own neglect of duty. 
So I bear the cross and follow 
my Saviour, in patient toil and 
watchful prayer, ever keeping 
His example before me.

And when I fail, which hap-
pens quite often, I ask for His 
strength to help me to rise up 
and follow His will again.

But I have purposed in my 
heart, that for the sake of my 
children and for the honor of 
the One whose holy name I 
profess to bear and uphold, 
and in whose love I find joy 
and comfort, that I will pa-
tiently endure His discipline. I 
am one of His roughest stones 
that needs the most polishing 
and through this performance 
of my God-given duty, He is 
smoothing the rough edges of 
my soul. Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Marrah Sims

just, that He is able to save 
all who come unto Christ, 
and yet will destroy sin 
and sinners that cling to 
their sins, are attributes of 
the character of God. But 
how He will destroy sin 
and sinners has nothing 
to do with the character of 
God. It is only a distrac-
tion from the fact that He 
will do it. 

God clearly tells us what 
we need to know about the 
character of God when He 
revealed to Moses all that 
it was possible for human 
eyes to behold or finite 
minds to comprehend. 
And there is no mention of 
“how” He will punish the 
guilty, but that He will not 
clear them.

“18And he said, I beseech 
thee, shew me thy glory. 
19And he said, I will make 
all my goodness pass 
before thee, and I will 
proclaim the name of the 
LORD before thee; and 
will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will 
shew mercy on whom I 
will shew mercy” (Exodus 
33:18-19).

“6And the LORD passed 
by before him, and pro-
claimed, The LORD, The 
LORD God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness 
and truth, 7Keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression 
and sin, and that will by no 
means clear the guilty...” 
(Exodus 34:6-7).

W R I T T E N  BY  David Sims

come!” The people prostrate themselves in adoration 
before him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounc-
es a blessing upon them, as Christ blessed His dis-
ciples when He was upon the earth. His voice is soft 
and subdued, yet full of melody. In gentle, compas-
sionate tones he presents some of the same gracious, 
heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals 
the diseases of the people, and then, in his assumed 
character of Christ, he claims to have changed the 
Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to hallow the 
day which he has blessed. He declares that those who 
persist in keeping holy the seventh day are blasphem-
ing his name by refusing to listen to his angels sent to 
them with light and truth. This is the strong, almost 
overmastering delusion. Like the Samaritans who 
were deceived by Simon Magus, the multitudes, from 
the least to the greatest, give heed to these sorceries, 
saying: This is ‘the great power of God.’ Acts 8:10” 
(GC, p. 624.2).

16 “And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, 
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become 
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul 
spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird” 
(Revelation 18:2).

17 “Satan has long been preparing for his final effort to 
deceive the world. The foundation of his work was 
laid by the assurance given to Eve in Eden: ‘Ye shall 
not surely die.’ ‘In the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, know-
ing good and evil.’ Genesis 3:4, 5. Little by little he 
has prepared the way for his masterpiece of decep-
tion in the development of spiritualism. He has not 
yet reached the full accomplishment of his designs; 
but it will be reached in the last remnant of time. Says 
the prophet: ‘I saw three unclean spirits like frogs... 
they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which 
go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole 
world, to gather them to the battle of that great day 
of God Almighty.’ Revelation 16:13, 14. Except those 
who are kept by the power of God, through faith 
in His word, the whole world will be swept into the 
ranks of this delusion. The people are fast being 
lulled to a fatal security, to be awakened only by the 
outpouring of the wrath of God” (GC, p. 561.2).

18 https://christianobserver.net/the-national-coun-
cil-of-churches-ncc-communist-agenda/

19 https://www.hhs.gov/about/agencies/iea/regional-of-
fices/...

20 HHS FY 2022 Budget in Brief, htps://hhs.gov
21 HHS FY 2022 Budget in Brief, htps://hhs.gov
22 https://www.theblaze.com/news/third-of-amer-

icans-break-up-us-into-smaller-countries?utm_
source=wnd&utm_medium=wnd&utm_cam-
paign=syndicated

23 https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2021/09/16/
is-the-us-headed-for-another-civil-war/

24 Mike Adams - Citizen’s Log, May 10, 2022

continued from page 19 continued from page 35
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Little Heavens

We live in a world that is opposed to truth and righteous-
ness. Everywhere we turn, we see moral corruption and 
inward decay. Men call evil good and good evil. Sin has 
so dulled our senses that we cannot comprehend the 
high standard that we are called upon to reach and the 
work of righteousness that must be done in us before we 
can be ready for immortality. We have allowed society to 
influence our sense of right and wrong instead of making 
the principles of righteousness, declared in His holy law, 
our guiding conscience. But the one most distressing re-
sult of this state of things that makes me want to mourn 
and lament is that we have lost our parental, God-given 
dignity, and yet most of us do not even know that we 
should have it!

I watched a short video clip of a little girl scolding her 
father for supposedly being mean to his teenage daugh-
ter. But the little girl herself was talking disrespectfully to 
her father and yet this was considered “cute” by worldly 
standards. Most of those who watched it responded with 
a heart emoticon showing they loved it. But I felt an 
indignation on behalf of my fellow parents who have lost 
their parental dignity and yet not know it.

Personally, it wasn’t until I started reading the inspired 
testimonies that I realized that, as a mother, I have a 
sacred duty to rule and train my children, something 
that can never be done by proxy.  But this work I can 
only perform if I preserve the dignity of my motherhood, 
for how can I train someone who does not respect my 
authority and who despises my instructions?

“Mothers, you should train your children to yield to your 
wishes. This point must be gained if you would hold the 
control over your children, and preserve your dignity as 
a mother” (CG, p. 92).“The mother is the queen of the 
home, and the children are her subjects. She is to rule 
her household wisely, in the dignity of her motherhood. 
Her influence in the home is to be paramount; her word, 
law. If she is a Christian, under God’s control, she will 
command the respect of her children” (AH, p. 232.1).

How is the mother (and father) to rule over their house-
hold? First, we must recognize that the family is a gov-
ernment, and parents are to stand in the place of God to 
their children. Their authority is divinely appointed and 

Dignity: A Mother's Testimony

God’s will, which 
is expressed in 
the Decalogue, 
is to govern their 
household. The 
example of Abra-
ham, the friend of 
God, is a wonder-
ful illustration of a 
home government 
that God approved 
of. Of Abraham it 
is said...

“He cultivated home religion. The fear of God pervaded 
his household. He was the priest of his home. He looked 
upon his family as a sacred trust. His household num-
bered more than a thousand souls, and he directed them 
all, parents and children, to the divine Sovereign. He 
suffered no parental oppression on the one hand or filial 
disobedience on the other. By the combined influence 
of love and justice, he ruled his household in the fear 
of God, and the Lord bore witness to his faithfulness” 
(CC, p. 49.2).“He ‘will command…his household.’ There 
would be no sinful neglect to restrain the evil propensi-
ties of his children, no weak, unwise, indulgent favorit-
ism, no yielding of his conviction of duty to the claims of 
mistaken affection. Abraham would not only give right 
instruction, but he would maintain the authority of just 
and righteous laws” (CC, p. 49.3).

Unfortunately, Abraham’s example was unknown to me 
previously. I neglected this duty to my children in their 
early childhood when their minds were most impressible. 
I lost the window of opportunity that would have made 
my work in training them less of a struggle. Instead of 
just planting the seeds, now, I have to first take out the 
unsightly weeds, the thorny briers, and everything that 
will keep the good seed from growing in their hearts be-
fore I can plant any good seeds. And the work of weeding 
requires an understanding of human nature, of the needs 
of growing minds, the gentle grace and tact of the Divine 
Sower, and so much more. Before I can help my children 
to reform, the change must first be wrought in me. The 

continued on page 34
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To the Young

Good day children of God! How are you? I pray that you 
are experiencing the companionship of our Lord every 
day. 

As children of God who want to be part of His kingdom, 
each of us needs to develop a character like that of our 
Lord Jesus. Let’s talk about generosity. What do you need 
to do when you have a toy or food and your playmate 
doesn’t? What if your food is just enough for you? Would 
you still share it? Let’s recall an occasion in the Bible 
when a young boy shared his lunch with Jesus.

While Jesus and His disciples were in the wilderness, 
many people came to Him who wished to hear the 
teachings of Jesus and be healed from their sicknesses. 
Jesus began to give lessons. “The people listened to the 
words of mercy flowing so freely from the lips of the 
Son of God… The day seemed to them like heaven upon 
earth, and they were utterly unconscious of how long it 
had been since they had eaten anything” (DA, p. 365.1). 
“At length the day was far spent. The sun was sinking in 
the west, and yet the people lingered. Jesus had labored 
all day without food or rest… The disciples finally came 
to Him, urging that for their own sake the people should 
be sent away. Many had come from far, and had eaten 
nothing since morning… Jesus said, “Give ye them to 
eat” (DA, p. 365.3).

The disciples were troubled about where they could buy 
food that could feed 5,000 men, not counting the women 

and children. But they found one little boy who had 5 
loaves and 2 fishes. The boy shared it, and Jesus prayed 
for it and broke it, and the disciples distributed it to the 
people. All ate and their hunger was satisfied. In fact, 12 
full baskets were left over, and Jesus commanded them to 
gather it.

Generosity

Do you see the beauty of giving what we have? Jesus 
is not with us here physically so we cannot hand Him 
personally what we have, but we can be generous to those 
in need, according to our ability, even if it means giving 
what is just enough for us. Most of all, let us freely give 
him our time, talents, intellect, and all that we have for 
the service of God and for sharing His gospel of salvation 
to the people.

God also directed us in Malachi 3:10, “Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the 
LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it.” For example: If you 

received or earned 100 pesos. 
The tenth of this is 10 pesos. In 
obedience to what the Lord has 
said, you should put this, includ-
ing your offerings, in the tithes 
and offerings box in the church. 
It is important that you practice 

this while you are young, so it will be a part of your life.

I pray that each of us will be generous to those in need 
and to the Lord. ‘Till next time. Ω

W R I T T E N  BY  Yeyen Batasin

We can be generous to those in need, according to our ability, even if 
it means giving what is just enough for us.
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Vegetable Medley
R E C I P E  S H A R E D  BY  Roned Batasin

 
Ingredients:

3 medium-sized potatoes 
1-2 medium-sized carrots
2 medium-sized chayote
2 cups green peas
2 cups corn kernels
5-7 cloves of garlic (minced)
2-3 tbsp. extra virgin olive oil or coconut milk (optional)
Salt to taste

Directions:

1. Cut the potatoes, carrots, and chayote small (dice them).
2. Steam the potatoes, carrots, chayote, corn, and green peas. Make sure they are not overcooked.
3. Add the minced garlic and salt to taste.
4. Sprinkle with 2-3 tbsp. of extra virgin olive oil or coconut milk. You may skip this if you like.
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News and Announcements

 ▶ Reopening of Waldensian Center
We are glad to announce the opening of another term of the on-site missionary training in Waldensian Center, 
Lip-o, Brgy. Imelda, Guihulngan, Negros Oriental. Official start date is June 13, 2022. If you would like to receive 
an education in harmony with the Spirit of Prophecy blueprint, as was given at Madison and Avondale, a medical 
and missionary training as well as academic and manual training, we encourage you to make every effort to take 
the opportunity to join. "With such an army of workers as our youth, rightly trained, might furnish, how soon the 
message of a crucified, risen, and soon-coming Saviour might be carried to the whole world" (Education, p. 271). 
If interested, check the course descriptions at https://waldenses.org and call or text David or Marrah Sims at (+63) 
917-301-2857. See trainees' testimonies on page 8-9.

 ▶ Work of organization around the world
We are also happy to announce that plans have gone forward with organizing 1889 HSDA churches and confer-
ences in several countries as well as the USA. And in July, the various national conferences plan to have representa-
tives meet to organize a general conference.

 ▶ With heavy hearts, we inform you that Bro. Joe Buhia has been very sick. Please remember him in your prayers. 
He confessed to having had a moral fall, therefore, as per gospel order, his ordination and credentials as a minister 
of the Gospel are removed, and he is no longer the chairman of the 1889 HSDA Philippines national conference of 
churches.

https://1889hsda.org
https://waldenses.org
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