
Revelation Study Guide
Chapter 3

5. Sardis 1798 - 1833

[1] And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These
things saith he that hath the seven Spirits  of God, and the
seven stars;  I  know thy works,  that thou hast a name that
thou livest, and art dead. 

A. Hath the Seven Spirits and Seven Stars
Jesus reminds this church that He has the office of the holy spirit, and 
that He controls His ministers. All the help of heaven in other words 
awaits their demand and reception. There is no excuse for their condi-
tion. 

B. Thou has a Name
This has an application to Protestantism. The name signifies a protest, 
but Protestants have ceased to protest. In fact in teaching and in deed, 
there came to be little difference between Protestants and Catholics. 
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Ellen White had this to say about those of this class:
“When the Saviour pointed out to his followers the signs of his return,

he foretold the state of backsliding that would exist just prior to his sec-
ond advent. There would be, as in the days of Noah, the activity and stir
of  worldly  business  and  pleasure  seeking—buying,  selling,  planting,
building, marrying, and giving in marriage—with forgetfulness of God
and the future life. For those living at this time, Christ’s admonition is:
‘Take heed to yourselves,  lest  at  any time your hearts be overcharged
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day
come upon you unawares.’ ‘Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye
may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of man.’

“The condition of the church is pointed out in the Saviour’s words in
the Revelation, ‘Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.’ And to
those who refuse to arouse from their careless security, the solemn warn-
ing is addressed, ‘If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as
a thief, and thou shalt no know what hour I will come upon thee.’

“It was needful that men should be awakened to their danger; that they
should be roused to prepare for the solemn events connected with the
close of probation.”—E. G. White, “The Great Controversy,” 1911 ed.
pp. 309, 310

[2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that
are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before
God. 

This church needed to strengthen, or revive the truths they still had.

[3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard,
and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I
will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what
hour I will come upon thee. 

This church was to hear the proclamation of the coming of Christ. But, 
only by watching could they avoid having the coming of Christ come 
on them as a thief.
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[4]  Thou hast  a  few names even in Sardis  which have not
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white:
for they are worthy. 

Only a few in Sardis could be found who had a living, acting faith that 
kept them from defiling their garments.

[5] He that overcometh, the same shall  be clothed in white
raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of
life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before
his  angels.  [6]  He that  hath an ear,  let  him hear  what  the
Spirit saith unto the churches.

The overcomer is given precious promises. To be clothed in white is to 
have the righteousness, that is the character, of Christ. There is a book 
of life, and to have one’s name retained in it is to receive eternal life. 
The opposite would be true as well, to have one’s name blotted from the
book would be to lose your eternal life.

Peter tells us how to avoid having our names blotted out. It is by having
our sins blotted out.

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of 
the Lord; (Acts 3:19)

We also can see from this when this blotting out of either the name or
the sins takes place. It is in the last days at the time of the latter rain.

6. Philadelphia

[7] And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These
things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the
key  of  David,  he  that  openeth,  and  no  man  shutteth;  and
shutteth, and no man openeth; 
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[8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength,
and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 

[9] Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which
say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make
them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I
have loved thee. 

[10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also
will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

[6] Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? 
wherefore do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a 
woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? [7] Alas! 
for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of 
Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it. (Jeremiah 30:6-7)

[11] Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast,
that no man take thy crown. 

My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall 
not reproach me so long as I live. (Job 27:6)

[12] Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of
my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon
him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God,
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven
from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.
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Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of My God, 
and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of 
My God, and the name of the city of My God, which is New 
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from My God: and I 
will write upon him My new name. He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. Revelation 3:7-13.  {EW
30.2}  

These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are vir-
gins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. 
These were redeemed from among men, being the first fruits unto 
God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for 
they are without fault before the throne of God. Revelation 14:4, 5.  
{EW 30.3}   

By this time the 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On 
their foreheads was written, God, New Jerusalem, and a glorious 
Star containing Jesus' new name. {WLF 14.2}

. . . Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the 
name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new 
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I 
will write upon him my new name. ..."  {RH, March 14, 1893 par. 2}  

[13] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches. 

7. Laodicea

[14] And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
beginning of the creation of God; [15] I know thy works, that
thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.
[16] So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot,  I  will  spue  thee  out  of  my mouth.  [17]  Because  thou
sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
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nothing;  and  knowest  not  that  thou  art  wretched,  and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: [18] I counsel thee
to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;
and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. [19] As many as I love, I
rebuke  and  chasten:  be  zealous  therefore,  and  repent.  [20]
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me. [21] To him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame,
and am set down with my Father in his throne. [22] He that
hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the
churches. 
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